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T he Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest had another successful year in 
2019. As I reflect on the past year’s accomplishments, I cannot help 

but think of the USDA Forest Service’s mission statement: “To sustain 
the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grass-
lands to meet the needs of present and future generations.” Every 
initiative we undertake tiers to this mission and it is the backbone of our 
Forest’s strategic plan and our daily work.

You will see that in the last year we accomplished a number of key initia-
tives and projects with the States of Nevada and California, Tribes, local 
communities, and collaborative groups. Especially significant in 2019, 
a Shared Stewardship Agreement was signed by the Nevada Governor, 
Intermountain and Pacific Southwest Regional Foresters, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Nevada State Director, and Pacific Southwest Region-
al U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Director.  

Nevada becomes the ninth state in the nation to sign such an agreement, 
but it is the only state so far to also include the BLM and USFWS in the 
agreement. We encouraged this given the ownership boundaries of fed-
eral lands in the state. 

While “shared stewardship” or working across jurisdictions and taking an 
“all lands” approach is not new for the employees on the Humboldt-Toi-
yabe National Forest, what is new in this agreement is the Forest’s com-
mitment to share decision making. Federal and state partners will help 
the Forest prioritize landscape-scale hazardous fuels reduction efforts in 
areas with the highest payoffs. This commitment will influence the way we 
work.

The Shared Stewardship Agreement committed the Forest to work with 
our state and federal partners to implement at least two priority projects 
within the next two years. In addition, the number of acres treated across 
all jurisdictions will increase by 50 percent by 2025. 

I am a firm believer that alone we can only do so much, but together we 
can accomplish anything! As the proverb says – “If you want to go fast, 
go alone….If you want to go far, go with others.” Thanks to all employ-
ees, volunteers, partners, and community members for your endless sup-
port and collaboration over the past year. Without all of you, we would not 
have been able to accomplish all the work we did in 2019! I look forward 
to another productive year working together to care for the land and serve 
people in 2020. 

Sincerely,

Bill Dunkelberger
Forest Supervisor
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest

2019 LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
• Completed 24,069 acres of hazardous fuels 

treatments helping the Forest become more 
fire-resilient and healthy.

• Hired a Tribal Relations Specialist to continue 
to build stronger relationships and work col-
laboratively with local tribes.

• Partnered with the University of Nevada at 
Reno, Nevada Association of Counties, BLM, 
and USDA Rural Development on the Nevada 
Economic Assessment Project. The project 
will provide quantitative and qualitative 
baseline data and analyses to better under-
stand Nevada counties’ demographic, social, 
economic, fiscal, and environmental charac-
teristics, trends, and impacts. The data will 
be used for land use and project planning, 
grant writing, and overall policy assessment.

• Played a leadership role in conversations 
about reducing wildfire risk in Nevada. Con-
ducted an after-action review of three major 
rangeland fires in the USDA Forest Service 
Intermountain Region through conversations 
with permittees, local, county, and state of-
ficials, Incident Management Team members, 
and Forest Service staff. Forest Supervisor 
Bill Dunkelberger shared the feedback re-
ceived and lessons learned as part of a panel 
at the Nevada Wildfire Summit convened by 
Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto in August 
2019.

Forest Supervisor’s Message 

MESSAGE

Front Cover Photo of Lamoille Canyon In Mountain 
City-Ruby Mountains-Jarbidge Ranger District



FOREST ISSUES NV ENERGY TRANSMISSION LINE 
PROJECT RECORD OF DECISION
The Forest issued the final NV Energy Bordertown to 
California 120 kV Transmission Line Project Record of 
Decision and Environmental Impact Statement in June 
2019. The Peavine/Poeville Alternative was selected 
because it utilizes existing regional and national utility 
corridors to reduce the impact to both private and fed-
eral lands. The purpose of the NV Energy project is to 
construct an electrical transmission line on the Carson 
Ranger District which will provide backup service to 
the west Reno/Verdi area in Nevada. Installing a power 
line between the Bordertown and California substations 
will allow NV Energy to provide the power needed to 
meet reliability requirements of their electrical system. 
Read More...

 FOREST HOSTS INTERN FROM WEST POINT
The Forest, in conjunction with the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, sponsored a summer 
intern from the Academy’s Academic Individual Ad-
vanced Development Program. Matthew Lugo, a Geo-
spatial Information Science Major at West Point, opted 
to spend his two-week summer internship working for 
the Forest. Read More...

GOVERNOR SISOLAK AND FEDERAL AGENCIES SIGN 
PLAN TO REDUCE NEVADA WILDFIRE RISK
In 2019, the Office of Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak, 
the Forest Service, BLM, and USFWS finalized a land-
mark agreement that calls on state and federal agen-
cies to increase their collaborative efforts to reduce 
the risk and impacts of catastrophic wildfire.

Through the Nevada Shared Stewardship Agreement, 
the agencies will jointly identify priority landscapes, 
coordinate investments, and carry out projects that 
improve the health and productivity of forest, range-
land, and wildlife habitat. The partners will also priori-
tize investments for the greatest impact in protecting 
critical values from wildfire. The goal is to achieve 
landscapes that are more resistant and resilient to 
wildfire and other disturbances for the benefit of Ne-
vada’s citizens and wildlife. Read More...

FOREST RELEASES TWO SKI AREA DRAFT RECORD 
OF DECISIONS

The Forest released draft Record of Decisions and final 
Environmental Impact Statements for the Mt. Rose Ski 
Tahoe Atoma Area Expansion and Lee Canyon Ski Area 
Expansion Development projects in 2019. The selected 
alternatives took into account comments received 
during the scoping periods and minimized impacts to 
cultural and natural resources when expanding the Mt. 
Rose Ski Tahoe on the Carson Ranger District near 
Reno, and updating and renovating the Lee Canyon Ski 
Area on the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area 
near Las Vegas. The purpose of these projects is to im-
prove the quality of recreational offerings on National 
Forest System lands. Read More...

“This agreement reaffirms our commitment to a collaborative 
response to Nevada’s wildfire risk and sets up a framework 
for implementing effective interagency work moving forward,” 
said Governor Steve Sisolak.

Humboldt-Toiyabe
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FOREST RECORD: 
Photo taken north of 
Jacks Valley Road 
during a thunder 
storm in Carson City, 
Nevada, reached 1.6 
million people on 
Facebook and 71,676 
people on Twitter. 

Photo by Carson Ranger District Firefighter Hillary Williams

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD640143
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD658459
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD679549
https://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/htnf/landmanagement/projects


FOREST LANDSCAPE
The Forest’s landscapes range from towering snow-capped peaks to 
wide-open sage steppes. Elevation varies from a low of 4,100 feet 
to a high of 12,374 feet, providing a great diversity of habitats. The 
vegetation changes from wide open desert with cactus and scrub to 
ponderosa pine forests, which in turn give way to spruce and aspen 
then lodgepole pine and alpine tundra. Wet and dry meadows, as well 
as numerous water bodies including streams, rivers, lakes, and wet-
lands add to the variety of habitats that support the over 350 wildlife 
species found on the Forest. 

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE 
National Forest

AT A GLANCE
The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest’s 
spectacular 6.3 million acres make it the 
largest National Forest in the lower 48 
states. Located in Nevada and a portion 
of eastern California, the Forest offers 
year-round recreation of all types.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

The Humboldt-Toiyabe National For-
est offers a setting of classic Western 

beauty and is known for its many recre-
ational opportunities, scenic vistas, and wild 
places where visitors can still find solitude. 
The Forest does not resemble most other 
National Forests in that it has numerous 
fairly large but non-contiguous sections 
scattered across most of the state of Nevada 
and a portion of eastern California. 

TOTAL ACRES 

6.3 M
IN NEVADA 90%

IN CALIFORNIA 10%

THE FOREST RECEIVES ABOUT

4  M VISITORS
EACH YEAR CONTRIBUTING  
APPROXIMATELY

 $200 M
TO LOCAL ECONOMIES

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

COMMUNITIES
Serving as a backyard for many communities in Nevada and eastern 
California, the Forest lies in 13 counties in Nevada and six in eastern 
California. The counties with the largest amount of National Forest 
System lands are Nye, Elko, and White Pine in Nevada, and Mono 
County in California. Forest offices are located in Austin, Carson City, 
Elko, Ely, Las Vegas, Sparks, Tonopah, Wells, and Winnemucca in 
Nevada and Bridgeport in California.

VISITORS
Over four million visitors come to the Forest each year to enjoy a 
variety of summer and winter recreation activities such as biking, 
camping, fishing, hiking, horseback riding, hunting, riding off-
highway vehicles, picnicking, cross country skiing, downhill skiing, 
snowshoeing, and snowmobiling. This provides economic benefits to 
local communities throughout Nevada and eastern California. Visitors 
contribute approximately $200 million annually to local economies. 

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• 60 campgrounds, 14 day use 

areas, & 53 trailheads
• Visitor Centers: Galena Creek 

Visitor Center & Spring 
Mountains Visitor Gateway 

• Bridgeport Winter Recreation 
Area

• Spring Mountains National 
Recreation Area

• 24 wilderness areas
• 2 ski areas
• 1,656 motorized trails
• 1,913 non-motorized trails



MINERALS
The Forest has the largest locatable minerals (such as gold, silver, 
barite and lithium) program and hosts the largest gold mine on 
National Forest System lands. Currently, about 446 active explora-
tion and mine plans are managed by Forest geologists to ensure 
resource protection. The mining community works closely with the 
Forest to design projects that minimize impacts to resources and 
provide reclamation for future land use.

PARTNERSHIPS
The Forest works in partnership with 
various stakeholders, organizations, and 
county, state, federal, and tribal govern-
ment agencies to fulfill its mission of 
‘caring for the land and serving people.” 
The joining of resources through forging 
partnerships has greatly enhanced the 
Forest’s ability to achieve social, econom-
ic, and land stewardship goals. 

TRIBAL RELATIONS
The Forest is the ancestral home to 30 
federally and three non-federally recog-
nized tribes. These tribes continue to 
maintain cultural and traditional ties to the 
lands. The Forest respects this relationship 
and actively promotes tribal involvement 
in forest management practices, while 
embracing the responsibility to uphold its 
government-to-government relationship.

WILDERNESS
The Forest manages 24 designated wilderness areas, which en-
compass about 1.3 million acres. These wilderness areas are as 
diverse as the Forest itself and make up nearly one-fourth of the 
Forest’s acreage. Managing the wilderness resource is part of the 
Forest’s multiple use mission to ensure these areas remain unim-
paired for future use and enjoyment. 

Humboldt-Toiyabe
NATIONAL FOREST

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST 

Forest Supervisor - Bill Dunkelberger 
Deputy Forest Supervisor - Teresa McClung

           fs.usda.gov/htnf/

           facebook.com/HumboldtToiyabeNF

          twitter.com/HumboldtToiyabe

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
The Forest strives to use an all-lands, landscape-scale conserva-
tion approach in forest management. There are a broad array of 
resource programs on the Forest including engineering, fire man-
agement, fuels reduction, fisheries, forestry, heritage, hydrology, 
lands, minerals, range, recreation, sage-grouse, wilderness and 
wildlife. The goal is to collaborate with communities and other 
partners to manage the Forest so that it is resilient to catastrophic 
impacts and continues to provide sustainable benefits.

RANGELAND
The Forest has one of the largest Range Programs in the Forest 
Service with 151 grazing permits and 257 active allotments cover-
ing around 4.6 million acres. The Forest also manages 17 Wild 
Horse & Burro Territories on 1.1 million acres, representing 50 per-
cent of the agency’s territories. Rangelands are managed to provide 
clean water, improve important wildlife habitat, and supply sustain-
able forage for the production of food and fiber that supports local 
economies. 

SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM
Sagebrush is the most widespread vegetation on the Forest, but 
sagebrush is also one of the most imperiled ecosystems in North 
America due to continued degradation and lack of protection. The 
Greater and Bi-State sage-grouse are the spotlight species of this 
ecosystem. The Forest is working collaboratively to manage and 
enhance an estimated 2.8 million acres of sage-grouse habitat. 

Lower Twin Lakes is located on the Bridgeport Ranger 
District near Bridgeport.

National Public Lands Day volunteers remove fencing   
on the Spring Mountains National Recreation Area near 
Las Vegas. 



fs.usda.gov/htnf/

facebook.com/HumboldtToiyabeNF

twitter.com/HumboldtToiyabe

LANDSCAPE
The SMNRA is comprised of rugged mountains with towering cliffs, 
steep hillsides, and deep narrow canyons, which are surrounded by 
a desert landscape dominated by widely scattered creosote bush, 
white bursage, Mojave yucca, and other shrubs. The area’s elevation 
ranges from about 3,000 feet in the valleys to 11,918 feet at the top 
of Charleston Peak, which creates a variety of climate and vegetation 
zones. The highest, wind-swept summits are barren, while the ridges 
and slopes are cloaked in a forest of ancient bristlecone pine. Lower 
down, extensive forests of ponderosa pine and white fir, and pinyon-
juniper woodlands cover the landscape.

AT A GLANCE
The Spring Mountains National Recre-
ation Area is located in Clark and Nye 
Counties. It is the urban backyard play-
ground of greater Las Vegas metropolitan 
area (pop. 2,227,053). 

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

Located just northwest of Las 
Vegas, the Spring Moun-

tains National Recreation Area 
(SMNRA) encompasses over 
300,000 acres on the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest. The 
SMNRA provides over one mil-
lion visitors annually an oppor-
tunity to escape the desert heat 
of summer, as well as enjoy the 
only southern Nevada ski area 
and winter recreation opportuni-
ties within 200 miles. 

TOTAL ACRES 

317,187

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS  
• Is one of 19 National Recreation Areas in the United States and was 

established by the U.S. Congress in 1993.
• Features the Spring Mountains Visitor Gateway complex that in-

cludes a visitor center, education facility, two amphitheaters, Native 
American interpretive features, and the Silent Heroes of the Cold 
War National Memorial.

• Is considered a “sky island” with seven ecological zones, ranging 
from 3,500 to over 11,900 feet. It contains nine types of conifer spe-
cies due to its geographic location and elevation gradient. 

• Manages habitat for many important wildlife species, including the 
Mt. Charleston blue butterfly that is protected under the Endangered 
Species Act. Also home to an estimated 25 species of plants, ani-
mals, and insects found nowhere else in the world.

SPRING MOUNTAINS NRA

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• 1 visitor center: Spring 

Mountains Visitor Gateway
• 3 scenic byways: Mt. Charleston 

& Nevada State Route 158 (Deer 
Creek Road)

•  3 wilderness areas: La Madre, 
Mt. Charleston, & Rainbow 
Mountain (78,287 acres)

• 1 ski area and 2 snow play areas
•  52 miles of motorized trails
•  62 miles of non-motorized trails

SPRING MOUNTAINS NATIONAL             
RECREATION AREA

Area Manager - Deb MacNeill

4701 N. Torrey Pines Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89130
(702) 872-5486

SPRING MOUNTAINS 
National Recreation Area



GATHERING FOR OUR MOUNTAINS EVENT
In September 2019, more than 150 tribal members from the Nuwuvi 
(Southern Paiute) Nation gathered for two nights on the SMNRA to 
reunite with their creation place, renew familial ties, share cultural 
skills, tell stories, and sing traditional songs. This Ninth Annual 
Gathering for Our Mountains Event was co-sponsored by the Forest 
Service, USFWS, National Park Service, and various other com-
munity partners. Dr. Jeremy Spoon and Richard Arnold, along with 
students and interns from Portland State University and The Moun-
tain Institute, hosted the event.

This annual event reunites multiple generations of Nuwuvi (meaning 
‘the people’) with their ancestral lands and creates new pathways 
for perpetuating culture and enhancing communication between the 
federal agencies and tribes. This mutual learning restores balance to 
the land and people through the blending of traditional knowledge 
with different ways of knowing and understanding indigenous lands 
now managed by federal agencies. Nuwuvi ancestral territory spans 
portions of four states in Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and California. The 
event is part of a larger collaboration among the Nuwuvi, Forest 
Service, USFWS, and National Park Service in the Nuwuvi ancestral 
territory. Read More...

CUSTOMER SERVICE
To continue to provide excellent customer service to the public, the 
SMNRA received over $4 million in Southern Nevada Public Lands 
Management Act funding to upgrade the Hilltop Campground, 
one of the SMNRA’s most popular campgrounds. Recognizing the 
temporary loss of 35 campsites would adversely impact customers, 
the SMNRA developed a strategy to convert 27 picnic sites in the 
Kyle Canyon Picnic Area to campsites in time for the Memorial Day 
weekend. This involved significant amount of public contacts and 
infrastructure additions such as fire rings, signage. After monitoring 
the success of this project, an additional 25 sites were converted 
into campsites at the Old Mill Picnic Area to continue to accommo-
date the public demand for places to camp. 

In addition, the SMNRA provided service to the public seven days a 
week at the Spring Mountains Visitor Gateway, where staff greeted 
over 45,000 people in 2019. The SMNRA also partnered with the 
Southern Nevada Conservancy to host an estimated 238 events, 
reaching over 7,000 people. Events included Junior Ranger Pro-
grams, field studies, interpretive hikes, and volunteer activities. 
Over 1,100 volunteers also picked up over 25,000 pounds of litter 
and 3,000 pounds of recycling; removed around 1,700 pounds of 
invasive weeds; planted 350 seedlings; and installed 50 panels of 
fencing. 

National Recreation Area
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Kids of all ages joined the Spring Mountains Visitor 
Gateway staff to sing Happy 75th Birthday to Smokey 
Bear during a party held in his honor.

Converting picnic sites to campsites in Kyle Canyon  
Picnic Area provided the opportunity for the public to 
enjoy camping while Hilltop Campground is renovated.

Nuwuvi elders shared information on medicinal and 
edible plants during the Ninth Annual Gathering for Our 
Mountains Event. 

SMNRA Environmental Educator talked with Nuwuvi 
youth about their ancestral lands.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFSR4/bulletins/2711d95
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The Carson Ranger District 
encompasses over 400,000 

acres on the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest in the states of 
Nevada (135,632) and California 
(270,260). Lake Tahoe lies just 
to the west of the district bound-
ary. The District includes 406,292 
acres of urban interface area west 
of Reno, Carson City, Minden and 
Gardnerville in Nevada and more 
remote rural areas in eastern 
California. 

LANDSCAPE
The District extends along the eastern front of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, straddling the Nevada/California border in a strip about 
15 miles wide and 96 miles long. It stretches from the Dog Valley 
area northwest of Reno and ending just north of the Sonora Pass 
(California State Route 108). The District boasts a varied and spec-
tacular landscape from scenic snowy alpine peaks to the warmer 
lower valleys of semi-arid Great Basin desert. The elevation ranges 
from around 4,800 feet to Sonora Peak at 11,462 feet.

AT A GLANCE
The Carson Ranger District office is 
located in Carson City (pop. 54,414), 
which is Nevada’s capital. The District 
lies in seven counties including Carson 
City, Douglas, and Washoe in Nevada and 
Alpine, Nevada, Lassen, and Sierra Coun-
ties in California.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

TOTAL ACRES 

405,892

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS
• Partners with the Great Basin Institute to manage the Galena Creek 

Visitor Center, which provides year-round community adult and 
youth field study programs for students during the school year.

• Has one of the most extensive and complex fire suppression 
programs covering two states and seven counties. The District has 
Direct Protection Area responsibilities for close to 55,000 acres of 
private and state lands in Alpine and Sierra Counties. 

• Administers eight grazing permits on 15 grazing allotments, which 
encompass 185,365 acres.

• Manages habitat for many important fish and wildlife species, in-
cluding species protected under the Endangered Species Act. These 
include Paiute cutthroat trout, Lahontan cutthroat trout, Yosemite 
toad, and Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog. Also manages 35,909 
acres of Bi-State sage-grouse habitat, which is proposed for listing 
under the Endangered Species Act.

CARSON RD

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• 1 visitor center: Galena Creek 

Visitor Center
• 3 scenic byways: Carson Pass, 

Ebbetts Pass, & Mt. Rose
•  3 wilderness areas: Carson-

Iceberg, Mokelumne, & Mt.                
Rose (126,506 acres)

• 1 ski resort and 1 sno-park
•  92 miles of motorized trails
•  331 miles of non-motorized trails

CARSON RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Matt Zumstein

1536 S. Carson St.
Carson City, NV 89701
(775) 882-2766

CARSON 
Ranger District



The Paiute Cutthroat Trout Restoration Project could not 
have been completed without state, federal and other 
partners working tirelessly together.

VEGETATION AND FUELS MANAGEMENT
The Sierra Zone Vegetation Management Program, which consists 
of the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts, accomplished a to-
taled 25,622 acres of fuels and vegetation treatments in Fiscal Year 
2019 (October 2018 through September 2019). These treatments 
focused primarily within the wildland urban interface, and the ob-
jectives included reducing fuel loading, modifying potential fire be-
havior, improving forest health, restoring vegetative communities, 
and creating a more resilient landscape. Various treatment methods 
were utilized that included hand thinning, mechanical mastication, 
prescribed fire, personal-use fuelwood areas, and targeted grazing. 

In addition, the Sierra Zone Vegetation Management Program had 
several instances of note. The program was selected as a pilot for 
the Intermountain Region highlighting how to utilize grazing to 
reduce fine fuels in new and innovative ways around the region. It 
also was successful in partnering with The Nature Conservancy, 
securing over $1 million to complete vegetation work and restora-
tion efforts in the Truckee Watershed. In addition, the program was 
successful in utilizing an agreement between the Forest and Moore-
town Rancheria of Maidu Indians of California in order to imple-
ment invaluable vegetation work in a quick and efficient manner, all 
while focusing on building tribal relationships and focusing on local 
hiring efforts.

Carson & Bridgeport RD
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

PAIUTE CUTTHROAT TROUT REINTRODUCTION
For more than a decade, the Forest has been working with the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife, USFWS, Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, Trout Unlimited Golden Gate Chapter, 
and JC High Country (Little Antelope Pack Station) to implement 
the Paiute Cutthroat Trout (PCT) Restoration Project. The PCT, 
one of the rarest trout in the world, was at risk of extinction due to 
limited habitat and threat of genetic introgression from introduced 
fishes. Due to the joint effort from all cooperating parties, the PCT 
was successfully introduced to its historic range on Sept. 18, 2019.

The last time the PCT inhabited the Silver King Creek, a headwater 
tributary of the Carson River in the Sierra Nevada, was in the early 
1900s. PCT was originally listed as endangered in 1967 under the 
Endangered Species Preservation Act and reclassified under the 
Endangered Species Act as threatened. This project specifically ad-
dressed the two primary recovery criteria and may eventually result 
in the delisting of the species from the Endangered Species list. A 
project of this magnitude could not have been completed without 
state, federal, and other partner staff working tirelessly to continue 
to move this project forward while working with the public to ad-
dress their concerns. Read More...

Forest Fish Biologist Jim Harvey (retired) and Rachel 
VanHorne were instrumental in the recovery efforts of 
the Paiute Cutthroat Trout.

Bridgeport Ranger District staff chipped trees that have 
been removed to reduce hazardous fuels at the Marine 
Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center.

Carson Ranger District staff burned piles in the Dog Val-
ley Fuels Reduction Project area near Verdi, California, 
to reduce hazardous fuels.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD666419
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LANDSCAPE
Rising from the Great Basin to the crest of the Sierra Nevada Moun-
tains, the District includes breathtaking vistas of vast landscapes in 
both California and Nevada. Elevations on the District range from 
4,500 feet at Wilson Canyon to 12,370 feet at Dunderberg Peak, which 
is the highest point on the Forest. The District spans five mountain 
ranges and features alpine lakes, rugged backcountry, and beautiful 
meadows. Vegetation ranges from high alpine plant communities to 
salt desert flats.

AT A GLANCE
The Bridgeport Ranger District office is 
located in Bridgeport (pop. 575), California, 
The District also lies in four counties includ-
ing Douglas, Lyon, and Mineral in Nevada 
and Mono in California.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

The Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest’s Bridgeport

Ranger District is over one million
acres in both Nevada (637,654)
and California (375,721). The
District is known for being a popu-
lar recreation spot in the Eastern 
Sierra Nevada and western Great 
Basin, since it borders the Yo-
semite National Park. The District 
also manages a congressionally 
designated winter recreation area 
located near Sonora Pass in California, which offers extreme backcountry 
snowmobiling with deep snow, big bowls, and steep mountainous terrain.

TOTAL ACRES 

1,013,375

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS
• Administers Special Use Permit for the Marine Corps Mountain 

Warfare Training Center, a 60,000 acre area for winter and summer 
training of troops in complex terrain and extreme conditions.

• Home to many important cultural resources, including past and 
present traditional uses, prehistoric sites dating back 12,000 years, 
and historic mining sites dating back to the mid-1800s. 

• Oversees 17 grazing permits on 47 grazing allotments, which en-
compass 838,343 acres. 

• Manages habitat for many important fish and wildlife species, in-
cluding species protected under the Endangered Species Act. These 
include Lahontan cutthroat trout, Yosemite toad, Sierra Nevada 
yellow-legged frog, and Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep. Also man-
ages habitat for the Sierra Nevada red fox and Bi-State sage-grouse 
(389,471 acres) that are proposed for listing under the Endangered 
Species Act.

BRIDGEPORT RD

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• Bridgeport Winter Recreation 

Area (7,250 acres)
•  2 wilderness areas: Hoover & 

Wovoka (148,689 acres)
•  340 miles of motorized trails
•  213 miles of non-motorized trails

BRIDGEPORT RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Jan Cutts

HC 62, Box 1000
Bridgeport, CA 93517
(760) 932-7070

BRIDGEPORT 
Ranger District



RECREATION
The Recreation Programs for the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger 
Districts worked collaboratively with our partners in 2019 to man-
age existing recreation infrastructure and lands. Volunteers con-
tributed over 4,000 hours on the Carson and Bridgeport Ranger 
Districts maintaining trails, managing wilderness areas, repairing 
historic structures, and removing illegally dumped material. 

On the Carson Ranger District, the Carson Valley Trails Association, 
Biggest Little Trail Stewardship, and Tahoe Rim Trail Association 
provided over 2,343 hours of volunteer labor maintaining trail sys-
tems in and around Carson City and Reno, including the Tahoe Rim 
Trail, a National Recreation Trail. The Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
provided assistance with the management of Mt. Rose Wilderness, 
which involved removal of invasive plant species, trail maintenance 
and public education. The Backcountry Horsemen provided con-
tinual assistance with the maintenance and repair of the historic 
Soda Springs cabin located in the Carson-Iceberg Wilderness. The 
District also organized multiple clean-up days at Peavine Mountain, 
located north of Reno, and over 255 volunteer hours were recorded 
in efforts to clean up existing dump sites.

On the Bridgeport Ranger District, Friends of the Inyo’s Trail Am-
bassador Program volunteers patrolled the Hoover Wilderness 
throughout the summer, and the group sponsored a Volunteer Day 
to maintain the Robinson Creek Trail in July. The Pacific Crest Trail 
Association also provided over 388 hours of volunteer labor com-
pleting four miles of trail maintenance and 5,500 feet of trail reha-
bilitation on the Pacific Crest Trail near Sonora Pass in August. 

“Don’t Feed the Wildlife” signs are posted at picnic 
tables, dumpsters, and bear lockers explaining how to 
store food on the Bridgeport Ranger District.

Carson & Bridgeport RD
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

DON’T FEED THE WILDLIFE
Bridgeport Ranger District was awarded a $9,700 grant to help 
further its efforts to discourage Forest visitors from feeding 
wildlife. The “Don’t Feed the Wildlife” Program addresses long-
term issues with the public feeding wildlife resulting in safety 
issues on National Forest System lands. The grant funded purchase 
of educational materials, including ones that are bilingual and an 
information kiosk at the Ranger District office. 

In addition, the program created partnerships with Yosemite 
National Park, Mono County Planning Department, Mono County 
Sheriff’s Office, California Department of Fish & Wildlife, and local 
businesses. Presentations by District staff discouraging wildlife 
feeding were held at elementary schools, community meetings, 
campfire talks, and local resorts. Signs made for picnic tables, 
dumpsters, and bear lockers at campgrounds were posted and 
provided to be an effective tool to reaching Forest visitors.  

Biggest Little Trail Stewardship volunteers and Carson 
Ranger District staff installed a bench along one of the 
hiking trails in the Peavine area near Reno.

Friends of the Inyo’s sponsored a Volunteer Day to clear 
downed trees on the Robinson Creek Trail in the Hoover 
Wilderness on the Bridgeport Ranger District.

Local community members helped the Carson Ranger 
District pick up all types of trash at two heavily used 
sites on Peavine Mountain near Reno. 

Photo Courtesy of Friends of the Inyo
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DISTRICT LANDSCAPE 
Linear chains of mountains, separated by long valleys, stretch north-
to-south across central Nevada forming the District’s rocky-mountain-
ous terrain. In the lower elevations, the valleys vary from lush fertile 
fields to barren playas created from evaporated minerals such as salt. 
Elevations on the District range from approximately 5,000 feet on the 
valley floor to 11,941 feet at Mount Jefferson’s South Summit, the 
highest peak located in the Alta Toquima Wilderness area. 

AT A GLANCE
The Austin-Tonopah Ranger District is com-
prised of two districts, which were merged 
in 2015. There are two offices, one located in 
Austin, Nevada (pop. 200), and the other in 
Tonopah, Nevada (pop. 2,478). The District 
also lies in three Nevada counties: Eureka, 
Lander, and Nye.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

Located in central Nevada, 
the Austin-Tonopah Ranger 

District is over 2.1 million acres, 
which is the largest district on 
the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest, as well as in the lower 48 
states. The portion of U.S. Route 
50 that was named “The Loneliest 
Road in America” provides travel-
ers an opportunity to experience 
the District’s scenic vistas, includ-
ing views of the Toiyabe Range 
near Austin and the northern 
Toquima and Monitor Mountain 
Ranges between Austin and Eu-
reka, Nevada.

TOTAL ACRES 

2,116,384

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS
• Becoming a mountain biking mecca, offering beginner to expert rid-

ers a chance to enjoy 87-miles of trails located near Austin.
• Administers the Forest’s largest range program with 17 grazing 

permits on 35 grazing allotments, which encompasses around 1.4 
million acres. Also oversees 11 wild horse and burro territories, 
which is the most for any district in the Forest Service. 

• Manages habitat for many important fish and wildlife species, in-
cluding species protected under the Endangered Species Act. These 
include Lahontan cutthroat trout and Railroad Valley springfish. The 
other species of conservation concern include greater sage-grouse, 
Columbia spotted frog, pygmy rabbit, mule deer, desert bighorn 
sheep, and Rocky Mountain elk.

• Manages the most greater sage-grouse habitat on the Forest. The 
District has a total of over 1 million acres of sage-grouse habitat 
with 208,966 acres of that considered priority.

AUSTIN-TONOPAH RD

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• 1 scenic byway: The Loneliest 

Road in America (U.S. Route 
50)

•  3 wilderness areas: Arc Dome, 
Table Mountain, & Alta Toquima 
(248,763 acres) 

• 9 miles of motorized trails
• 468 miles of non-motorized trails

AUSTIN-TONOPAH RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Lance Brown

Austin Office
100 Midas Canyon Rd.
Austin, NV 89310
(775) 964-2671

Tonopah Office
1400 S. Erie Main St.
Tonopah, NV 89049
(775) 482-6286

AUSTIN-TONOPAH 
Ranger District



Nevada State Stewardship Program volunteer surveyed 
the ruins at East Belmont located in Nye County. 

VEGETATION AND FUELS MANAGEMENT
In 2019, the Austin-Tonopah Ranger District completed the draft of 
the Austin-Tonopah Vegetation Analysis, Prioritization, and Restora-
tion Strategy across 2.1 million acres on the District. This strategy 
is being developed to assist with understanding existing vegetation 
conditions as they relate to wildland fire and fuels management. 

The District has been collaborating with a diverse group including 
the BLM, Nevada Division of Wildlife (NDOW), Nevada Division of 
Forestry (NDF), The Nature Conservancy; livestock permittees; Nye, 
Lander, and Eureka Counties; and the public on the strategy since 
October 2018. Additional public meetings and outreach efforts will 
continue with the goal of finalizing the strategy early 2020. Expected 
outcome is to prioritize fuels work with a focus on landscape plan-
ning, rural community protection, and prescribed burning.  

The District completed 2,656 acres of fuels treatments in Fiscal 
Year 2019 (October 2018 through September 2019) to improve 
greater sage-grouse habitat through contracts, partnerships, and 
agreements in the Toiyabe Bench area near Carvers and McGinness 
area east of Austin. In addition, the District is developing a strong 
partnership with Nevada Division of Wildlife (NDOW) to assist with 
future fuels related projects to help improve wildlife habitat. A spe-
cial acknowledgement goes to the Tonopah Conservation District, 
which completed 256 acres of pinyon and juniper tree removal in 
the Pasco Canyon Project area in Monitor Valley, connecting prior 
private land treatments.  

Photo Courtesy of Nevada State Historic Preservation Office

RECREATION
On Austin-Tonopah Ranger District, partner-
ships continued to be critical in order to 
complete trail maintenance. Friends of Ne-
vada Wilderness completed over 20 miles 
of maintenance on trails that access Table 
Mountain and Alta Toquima Wildernesses. 
District staff and fire crews also brushed, 
cleared and trimmed trees on Forest Service 
roads and in the Pine Creek, Barley Creek, 
and Kingston Campgrounds to provide 
easier public access and sight visibility. A 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) from Ely 
Ranger District rebuilt sections of post and 
rail fencing at Big Creek Campground.  

Austin-Tonopah RD
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NEVADA STATE STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
In 2019, thirty-nine Nevada State Stewardship Program volunteers 
monitored thirty-two historic and archaeological sites on the For-
est. The largest number of sites monitored occurred on the Austin-
Tonopah Ranger District where 10 Site Stewards visited 16 historic 
sites contributing 1,276 volunteer hours. 

The program is a partnership with the Nevada State Historic Pres-
ervation Office that helps state and federal land managers monitor 
historically important sites ranging from historic structures, rock 
art sites, and known Native American traditional use areas. The 
monitoring includes reporting any vandalism, looting, or other 
damage to the sites (e.g. fallen trees, erosion, changes in access, 
degradation of artifacts and features, etc.). 

This feedback on the condition of resources provides the Forest 
with information on changes in conditions or situations needing to 
be addressed. Site stewards are an essential part of protecting the 
Forest’s historic and archaeological resources.

The Austin-Tonopah Ranger District manages 1,000,098 
acres of greater sage-grouse habitat.

Along the Barley Creek access road, Forest Service fire 
crews brushed and trimmed willows growing into the 
road for nearly eight miles.  
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LANDSCAPE
The District is made up of rugged, mountainous terrain, with eleva-
tions ranging from 6,500 feet to 12,072 feet at Mount Moriah. Some 
of the highest points in Nevada are located on the Ely District. In the 
higher elevations of the District, sub-alpine vegetation covers the 
landscape with bristlecone and limber pine trees. Dry pinyon-juniper 
forestland dominates a large part of the lower elevations.

AT A GLANCE
The Ely Ranger District office is located in Ely 
(pop. 3,968), Nevada. The District also lies in 
Lincoln, Nye, and White Pine Counties.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

Located on the eastern edge
of Nevada, the Ely Ranger

District makes up one million
acres of the Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest. The District has 
some of the most rugged back-
country on the Forest. Its nine 
designated wilderness areas of-
fers a solitude-filled backcountry
adventure for those looking to 
be a self-reliant traveler.

TOTAL ACRES 

1,007,438

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS
• Contributes to economic opportunities in isolated and rural Nevada 

by administering mineral exploration and mining activities, mainly 
for gold, silver, and copper.

• Provides for an abundance of primitive outdoor recreation opportu-
nities through managing nine wilderness areas, which make up 46 
percent of the District.

• Oversees 19 grazing permits on 30 grazing allotments, which en-
compass 907,346 acres.

• Manages habitat for many important fish and wildlife species. 
Notable species of conservation concern include Bonneville cut-
throat trout, mule deer, desert bighorn sheep, and Rocky Mountain 
elk. The District has a total of 290,510 acres of greater sage-grouse 
habitat with 71,684 acres of that considered priority.

• Manages approximately 90 percent of the known caves on the For-
est. The caves on the District contain unique geologic feature and 
paleontological remains, which are currently under scientific study.

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
•  9 wilderness areas: Bald 

Mountain, Currant Mountain, 
Grant Range, High Schells, Mt. 
Moriah, Quinn Canyon, Red 
Mountains, Schellback, & White 
Pine Range (446,589 acres)

•  297 miles of motorized trails
•  208 miles of non-motorized trails

ELY RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Jose Noriega

825 Avenue E
Ely, NV 89301
(775) 289-3031

ELY 
Ranger District

ELY RD



The Ely Ranger District works closely with various 
partners to remove pinyon and juniper trees to improve 
wildlife habitats and reduce hazardous fuels.

The Ely Ranger District partners with organizations 
and agencies to plan, construct, and maintain multiple 
mountain bike, off-highway vehicle, and hiking trails. 

In August 2019, Friends of Nevada Wilderness volun-
teers helped the Ely Ranger District remove unnecessary 
barbed wire fencing in the Mt Moriah Wilderness.

During the reconstruction of the Timber Creek Camp-
ground, new tables, grills, fire rings, and tent pads were 
installed.

Ely RD
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

RECREATION 

The Ely Ranger District is actively planning and implementing 
projects to improve recreational opportunities on and adjacent to 
the District. The District is fortunate to work with a wide range of 
partners to implement these projects and have access to funding 
from the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act. 

The District worked with the Great Basin Trails Alliance, White Pine 
Tourism and Recreation, BLM, and other partners to expand and 
upgrade the existing Ward Mountain Bike Trail System near Ely. 
The District also partnered with the Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
and Back Country Horsemen to maintain wilderness areas and 
trails. 

Recently, Timber Creek Campground on the Ely Ranger District 
was reconstructed and reopened to the public. The campground 
went through a “major facelift,” which included new tables, grills, 
fire rings, and tent pads; updated water system with new hydrants; 
redesigned campsites to improve accessibility and drainage; and 
improved roads, spurs, and parking areas to handle longer ve-
hicles. The Bird Creek and East Creek Campgrounds are under vari-
ous stages of reconstruction. These projects were funded through 
the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act. 

PARTNERSHIPS

The Ely Ranger District is integrating partners into the design, plan-
ning, and implementation of various projects and programs on the 
District. These partners include the public, private landowners, spe-
cial interest groups and clubs, non-profit organization, and local, 
state, federal, and tribal government agencies 

The District is working with non-profit organizations and mul-
tiple agencies to plan, construct, and maintain mountain bike, 
off-highway vehicle and hiking trails. Additionally, the District has 
partnered with multiple agencies, including the Eastern Nevada 
Landscape Coalition, Tri-county Weeds, and multiple Cooperative 
Weed Management Areas to secure a $1.2 million Southern Nevada 
Public Lands Management Act grant to treat noxious weeds at a 
landscape scale and across all administrative boundaries.

The District worked closely with the NDOW, NDF, BLM, Eastern 
Nevada Landscape Coalition, private landowners, and non-profit 
organizations to treat and improve wildlife habitats and vegeta-
tion resources, and reduce fuels at a landscape scale. The District 
treated 3,112 of hazardous fuels treatments in Fiscal Year 2019 
(October 2018 through September 2019).

ELY 
Ranger District
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LANDSCAPE
The District landscape is   
comprised of mountains and plateaus with elevations ranging from 
5,000 feet to 9,732 feet at Granite Peak in the Santa Rosa Range. 
Large aspen stands, mountain mahogany, sagebrush, mountain 
brush, forbs, and native grasses populate the District’s high desert 
mountain landscape. The landscape is characteristic of much of the 
basin and range country of northern Nevada with its quietly spectacu-
lar rugged granitic rock formations and wide, sweeping basins. 

AT A GLANCE
The Santa Rosa Ranger District office is 
located in Winnemucca (pop. 7,788), 
Nevada, and lies in Humboldt County. 

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

Largely undiscovered, the 
Santa Rosa Ranger District 

encompasses over 280,000 
acres on the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest. The District is 
a local favorite and contributes 
significantly to the rural econo-
my of northern Nevada.    

TOTAL ACRES 

289,564

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACT
• Established by Congress as a result of local ranchers petitioning the 

government to take control over unmanaged sheep grazing in the 
region.

• Features a natural arch near the top of Hinkey Summit, two scenic 
off-highway vehicle loop trails (10-mile Table Mountain Loop and 
25-mile Buckskin Loop), and the Paradise Valley Guard Station in 
Paradise Valley, Nevada. The guard station is a Registered National 
Historic Site built by the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) in 1933.

• Oversees 17 grazing permits on 12 grazing allotments, which en-
compasses 271,599 acres.

• Manages habitat for important fish and wildlife species, including 
the Lahontan cutthroat trout which is protected under the Endan-
gered Species Act. The other species of conservation concern 
include pygmy rabbit, mule deer, and California bighorn sheep. The 
District has a total of 256,813 acres of greater sage-grouse habitat 
with 143,735 acres of that considered priority.

SANTA ROSA RD

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
•  1 wilderness area: Santa Rosa-

Paradise Peak (32,072 acres)
•  17 miles of motorized trails
•  57 miles non-motorized trails

SANTA ROSA RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Joseph Garrotto

3275 Fountain Way
Winnemucca, NV 89445
(775) 623-5025 ex. 4

SANTA ROSA
Ranger District



TEAM RUBICON RENOVATES MARTIN CREEK GUARD STATION
Santa Rosa Ranger District employees, along with nine volunteers 
from the Elko Chapter of Team Rubicon, started renovating the 
Martin Creek Guard Station. The work group made a number of 
improvements. The bathroom received a new shower, flooring, and 
paint. The kitchen was repainted and new flooring installed. The 
crew added a new front door and entry-way. Additionally, the road 
into the guard station was brushed and made passable for vehicles.

The Martin Creek Guard Station is a historic guard station, parts of 
which were constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
1930s. It is centrally located on the Santa Rosa Ranger District and 
is ideal for use as a staging area for fieldwork. The District hopes 
to complete additional renovation to the guard station in order to 
make it available as a recreational facility.

Santa Rosa RD
2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

COOPERATIVE DOMESTIC HORSE REMOVAL EFFORT
Over the past 30 years, the number of unauthorized tribally-owned 
horses grazing on the Santa Rosa Ranger District and Fort Mc-
Dermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribal lands increased to over 2,500 
horses. These horses were competing for forage with authorized 
livestock and native wildlife; overgrazing and harming ecosystems 
and cultural resources; and damaging fences and stock-watering 
facilities. They were also causing safety issues for people driving 
on public and tribal lands, including U.S. Route 95. 

On Nov. 9, 2018, the environmental analysis and decision to 
remove these unauthorized tribally-owned horses was signed after 
an extensive public involvement. The Tribe and Forest were then 
able to remove 1,172 horses from both tribal and National Forest 
System lands during two cooperative removals, one in December 
2018 and another in August 2019. The Tribe was responsible for 
returning the horses to their owners or arrangement of sale.

The next step is for the District to conduct an aerial survey to 
determine how many tribal horses are still on the Santa Rosa 
Ranger District. Following the survey, the Forest Service and Tribe 
will work together to decide how to proceed in the removal of the 
remaining horses.

The removal operations took place about 75 miles north of 
Winnemucca, Nevada, on the northern portion of the Santa Rosa 
Ranger District and adjacent tribal lands. The horses being re-
moved from federally-managed public lands are tribally-owned do-
mestic horses, and are not protected under the Wild Free-Roaming 
Horses and Burros Act of 1971. Read More...

Team Rubicon volunteers consist of military veterans 
and civilians that respond to disasters. The Elko Chapter 
takes on projects, like the guard station, when they can.

Volunteers from the Elko Chapter of Team Rubicon 
installed a new door on the Martin Creek Guard Station 
Road. 

At the conclusion of the 2nd Cooperative Domestic 
Horse Removal, 640 horses (227 studs, 22 geldings, 
272 mares, 119 foals) were returned to the Tribe.

At the holding facility, all horses were inspected by 
Tribal and Nevada State Brand Inspectors and Forest 
Service Wild Horse Specialists. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/home/?cid=FSEPRD603126
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LANDSCAPE
The District features a wide 
variety of diverse landscapes 
including the Jarbidge, East 
Humboldt and Ruby Mountain 
Ranges. The terrain is made up of rocky peaks, cirque basins, high 
glacier-formed lakes, steep narrow canyons, and rolling sage/grass 
hills. The elevation on the District ranges from about 6,000 feet on the 
valley floor to 11,387 feet on the summit of Ruby Dome in the Ruby 
Mountains. Vegetation consists of sagebrush, aspen, mountain ma-
hogany, and high altitude conifers.  

AT A GLANCE
The Mountain City-Ruby Mountains-
Jarbidge Ranger District is comprised of 
the Mountain City and Ruby Mountains-
Jarbidge Ranger Districts. One office is 
located in Wells, Nevada (pop. 1,250), and 
the other office is in Elko, Nevada (pop. 
20,451). The District also lies in Elko and 
White Pine counties.

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NF

Located in northeastern 
Nevada, the Mountain City-

Ruby Mountains-Jarbidge Ranger 
District covers over 1.1 million 
acres on the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest. This huge ex-
panse of wild and rugged land is 
rich in Native American, mining, 
and ranching history.

TOTAL ACRES 

1,104,100

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service

GENERAL FACTS
• Home to Lamoille Canyon, one of the Forest’s most visited and be-

loved canyons. It is the largest valley in the Ruby Mountains. 
• Contributes to economic opportunities in rural Nevada by adminis-

tering mineral exploration, and mining activities or gold, silver, and 
copper. District hosts Jerritt Canyon Mine, the largest gold mine on 
National Forest System lands. 

• Manages the largest range program on the Forest. The District over-
sees 74 grazing permits on 119 grazing allotments, which encom-
pass 996,134 acres. 

• Manages many important fish and wildlife species, including species 
protected under the Endangered Species Act. These include Lahon-
tan cutthroat trout and bull trout. The other species of conservation 
concern include greater sage-grouse, Columbia spotted frog, pygmy 
rabbit, mule deer, desert bighorn sheep, and Rocky Mountain elk.

• Manages the most priority habitat for greater sage-grouse on the 
Forest. The District has a total of 865,003 acres of sage-grouse 
habitat with 465,235 acres of that considered priority.

MOUNTAIN CITY-RUBY MOUNTAINS-JARBIDGE RD

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
• 1 scenic byway: Lamoille 

Canyon Road
•  3 wilderness areas: East 

Humboldt, Jarbidge, & Ruby 
Mountains (235,487 acres)

•  849 miles of motorized trails
•  574 miles of non-motorized trails

MOUNTAIN CITY-RUBY MOUNTAINS-
JARBIDGE RANGER DISTRICT

District Ranger - Josh Nicholes
Deputy District Ranger - Annie Dixon

Elko Office        Wells Office
660 South 12th St.      140 Pacific Ave.
Elko, NV 89801        Wells, NV 89835
(775) 738-5171        (775) 752-3357

MOUNTAIN CITY-RUBY MOUNTAINS-JARBIDGE
Ranger District



FOREST ISSUES DECISION ON OIL AND GAS LEASING IN THE 
RUBY MOUNTAINS
The Forest issued the final Decision Notice and Finding of No Sig-
nificant Impact for the Ruby Mountains Oil and Gas Leasing Avail-
ability Analysis in May 2019. The Forest selected the “No Leasing” 
Alternative, which makes National Forest System lands within the 
analysis area would not be available for oil and gas leasing. The 
decision is the result of detailed analysis and extensive involvement 
of citizens and communities. 
The decision was the result of detailed analysis and extensive 
involvement of citizens and communities. The analysis revealed 
unfavorable geologic conditions in the area, meaning that there 
is little to no potential of oil and gas resources in the area. This, 
coupled with concerns over potential impacts to wildlife and to the 
recreational and scenic values of the iconic Nevada landscape, led 
to the selection of the No Leasing Alternative.

The National Forest System lands analyzed are located between 
Lamoille Creek and Sherman Creek in the Ruby Mountains in Elko 
County, Nevada. These lands total 52,533 acres. The Ruby Moun-
tains Oil and Gas Leasing Analysis began in 2017 when the USDA 
Forest Service was informed by the Bureau of Land Management 
that interest had been received regarding oil and gas leasing in the 
Ruby Mountains area. Read More...

The Ruby Mountains are a mountain range northeast 
Nevada, primarily located within Elko County with a 
small extension into White Pine County.

The Forest Service is required to analyze any impact oil 
and gass lease activities would have on National Forest 
System lands. 

NDF crews hand pile residual limbs and treetops in the 
Overland Project area in preparation for pile burning.  

Pinyon and juniper trees were removed in the Harmon 
Wildland-Urban Interface Project area, north of Harrison 
Pass in Ruby Mountains, to reduce hazardous fuels. 

Photo by Susan Elliott

Mountain City-Ruby 
Mountains-Jarbidge RD

2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

VEGETATION AND FUELS MANAGEMENT
The Mountain City-Ruby Mountain-Jarbidge District completed 
5,118 acres of fuels and vegetation treatments in Fiscal Year 2019 
(October 2018 through September 2019). These treatments fo-
cused primarily on the wildland-urban interface near the communi-
ties of Harmon and Jarbidge, Nevada. They consisted of removing 
pinyon and juniper trees, and piling materials for burning under 
appropriate conditions to reduce hazardous fuels, improve wildlife 
habitat, and restore the native sagebrush ecosystem. Thinning, pil-
ing, and prescribed burning were the various treatments utilized.  
One of the most notable highlights for the Mountain City-Ruby 
Mountain-Jarbidge District included finalizing a Good Neighbor 
Agreement with NDF to utilize their crews to hand pile approxi-
mately 1,500 acres of residual limbs and tree tops in the Overland 
Project area in preparation for pile burning. This project, which is 
located approximately 30 miles southeast of Jiggs, Nevada, is an 
ongoing effort to improve greater sage-grouse habitat in White 
Pine County. It is a collaborative cross-boundary project with 
NDOW, NDF, BLM, and Wild Turkey Federation, and funded by the 
Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD628389


wanted to do what they could to help the canyon 
recover.”

NDOW hosted a similar event in December 
2018 to collect seed to use to rehabilitate the 
sagebrush over the burn area. In October 2019, 

another volunteer day was organized and 65 volunteers 
helped plant 700 shrubs and trees and spread 80 pounds 
of grass seed.

When federal employees were furloughed in the winter 
of 2018/2019, NDOW also stepped in and led the aerial 
reseeding effort, yet another example of the incredible 
collaboration of agencies to get the job done. “We were 
happy to step in while everyone was on furlough. We can-
not make things happen unless we all work together,” said 
Madi Stout, NDOW Wildlife Habitat Biologist.

“So far the area is looking great. The seeding took really 
well and I think our continued efforts are really going to 
further the success that we’re already seeing,” added Stout. 
“It is also a great way to get the community involved and to 
better inform them on the types of projects that we do as 
partner agencies.”

In addition, local businesses and organizations joined to-
gether to raise funds for the restoration effort. High Desert 
Imaging contributed $10,000 towards the planting of native 
species,such as sagebrush and bitterbrush. Other donors 
included Elko Federal Credit Union, Carter Engineering, 
Vanguard Charitable, Bree Richardson, Gerry Miller, Teresa 
Weaver-Davis, Byron Ingels, Egor Nozdya and Ann Patton. 
Bree Richardson has also been a great community advo-
cate promoting the work being done in the canyon and all 
the volunteer opportunities.

The Ranger District continues to work closely with the 
Thomas Canyon Cabin Owners Association, as well as the 
Lions Club, to facilitate approvals for reconstruction of the 
structures that were lost, including the historic lodge at the 
Camp Lamoille.

The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest’s Mountain 
City-Ruby Mountains-Jarbidge Ranger District thanks 

all the volunteers, organizations, agencies, and companies 
that have assisted with the Lamoille Canyon fire recovery 
efforts.

Since the Range 2 Fire was fully contained in October 
2018, the USDA Forest Service, NDF, NDOW, USFWS, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Friends of the 
Ruby Mountains, Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group, 
High Desert Imaging, Elko County, and around 250 volun-
teers and various local companies have put in thousands 
of hours working together to successfully rehabilitate the 
burned area.

Right after the fire, a Burned Area Emergency Response 
Team focused on mitigating safety hazards that occurred 
as a direct result of the fire. One of those hazards was the 
potential for rock falling onto the Lamoille Canyon Road, 
so a retaining wall was constructed. In addition, approxi-
mately three miles of burned guardrails were replaced.

The Forest Service was able to open the entire road for the 
public by the 2019 Memorial Day weekend with the help 
from the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Road Crew 
and Elko contractors Ruby Dome Construction, Cashman 
Equipment, Komatsu Equipment and Coastline. A special 
thanks to Gun World, who opened the store one Sunday, 
so the Forest Road Crew could purchase winter gear when 
the weather unexpectedly turned bad. This allowed the 
road work to continue despite the weather.

In November 2019, the Forest Road Crew and local con-
tractors completed a rock scaling project removing hazard-
ous loose rocks from the canyon slopes that the winter 
snow and spring rains could cause to fall onto the road-
way.

Another important part of the restoration effort in Lamoille 
Canyon is the revegetation work. In the fall 2018, the For-
est collaborated with the Friends of the Ruby Mountains 
and Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group to host a vol-
unteer day where mountain mahogany seed was gathered 
from living trees in the canyon and distributed throughout 
the area where the mahogany had been killed by the fire. 
Over 140 people participated in the event.

“Lamoille Canyon is a very special place to the people of 
Elko,” said Larry Hyslop, Friends of the Ruby Mountains 
President. “The volunteers who donated their Saturdays 

“I am very pleased with the recovery that we are seeing overall, 
and I very much appreciate the community coming together to help 
restore such a special place,” said District Ranger Josh Nicholes. 
“The canyon is recovering quickly.”

Lamoille Canyon
FIRE RECOVERY EFFORTS



CALIFORNIA-NEVADA CHAPTER SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY MEDIA AWARD
The Forest’s Public Affairs Program was the recipi-
ent of the California-Nevada Chapter Soil and Water 
Conservation Society’s 2019 Media Award. It was 
selected based on the outreach work the Public Affairs 
team did for 6.25 million acres of public lands. They 
shared stories related to wildfire, wild horse manage-
ment, and other land management decisions in both 
California and Nevada.

Humboldt-Toiyabe
AWARDS & RECOGNITION

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION VOLUNTEERS AND SER-
VICE PROGRAMS CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
The Forest was awarded a 2019 Certificate of Appreci-
ation from the Forest Service Intermountain Region’s 
Volunteers and Service Programs. The Forest had 
the most volunteer and service hours in the region. 
Over 2,500 volunteers and service partners logged in 
131,057 hours of service on the Forest. This service 
is valued at nearly $3 million.

ELKO COUNTY CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
The Mountain City-Ruby Mountains-Jarbidge Range 
District and supporting Supervisor’s Office staff were 
the recipient of a 2019 Certification of Recognition 
from the Elko County Board of Commissioners. The 
award was presented to the team that worked to 
restore the Lamoille Canyon area and roadway after 
the devastating Range 2 Fire. The award recognized 
the team’s efforts to keep workers and the recreating 
public safe, provide access to winter recreationists 
during the reconstruction, and reopen access as 
quickly as possible.

REGIONAL FORESTER’S AWARD IN RECREATION 
AND ACCESS
The Forest Road Crew received the 2019 Regional 
Forester’s Award in Recreation and Access for their 
dedication to assist the Ranger Districts on proj-
ects that enhance recreation opportunities, improve 
public access and sustain our infrastructure. Award 
recipients include: Doug Nesbit, Tony Sanchez, Bran-
don Lopez, Cooper Terrill, Tyler Bell, Brent Moore, 
Llewellyn Jackson, Shawn Palmer, Tony Leveille, and 
Anita Lusty.

REGIONAL FORESTER’S AWARD IN LAW               
ENFORCEMENT
Emily Crowe, former Law Enforcement Officer for 
the Ely Ranger District, received the 2019 Regional 
Forester’s Award in Law Enforcement for her efforts of 
going above and beyond during an S.O.S. call in the 
remote Monitor Range area.

FRIENDS OF NEVADA WILDERNESS AGENCY     
PARTNER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Erin Rajala, Central Nevada Zone Recreation and 
Wilderness Program Manager, received the 2019 
Friends of Nevada Wilderness Agency Partner of the 
Year Award. She was honored for her commitment to 
provide outdoor recreation opportunities in the 12 wil-
derness areas on the Austin-Tonopah and Ely Ranger 
Districts. Rajala has helped the Friends of Nevada 
Wilderness establish a successful volunteer program 
in one of the most remote areas of Nevada.

Award accepted by (center) Central Nevada Zone Recreation 
and Wilderness Program Manager Erin Rajala and Friends 
of Nevada Wilderness staff (left to right): Nora Richter, Pat 
Bruce, Kurt Kuznicki, and Chris Cutshaw.

Award presented by Intermountain Regional Forester Nora 
Rasure (far right) to the following Forest Road Crew staff (left 
to right) Doug Nesbit, Brandon Lopez, Tony Sanchez, and 
Cooper Terrill.
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