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As the days grow longer, temperatures warm and Sandhill cranes begin to return to the 

Valley, we are reminded that spring is not so very far away. It’s a nice time of year to think 

ahead to the joys that await in the coming Colorado spring and summer. Before we know it, 

we’ll be able to get out for hiking, biking, paddling, fishing, bird watching, camping and more. 

Here in the San Luis Valley we are all blessed to be surrounded by so much public land on the 

Rio Grande National Forest, Bureau of Land Management areas, a national park, three national 

wildlife refuges, state wildlife areas and more. As we begin to make plans for summer 

adventures and outings, it’s also a great time to think about spending some time outside to give 

back to the public lands we all love and need to collectively care for. The summer of 2020 is 

gearing up to be a great summer of stewardship in the Valley, and there are many ways for 

folks of all ages and abilities to get involved.  

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado, a 36 year-old organization with a passion for 

enabling people to become active stewards of Colorado’s natural resources, will host six fun 

projects across the San Luis Valley this year. They will take place on the Rio Grande National 

Forest or on lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management San Luis Valley Field Office. 

The projects are: 

 

• Colorado Public Lands Day: Erosion Rock Structures @ Rio Grande Natural Area - May 

16 

• BeaverBlitz! Citizen Science @ South Fork - July 18-19 

• Habitat Restoration @ Moon Pass - July 25-26 

• Weekend Crosscut @ Weminuche Wilderness - August 15-16 

• Weeklong Crosscut @ Weminuche Wilderness - August 24-28 

• Citizen Science: Abandoned Mine Mapping @ Los Mogotes - October 3-4 

Details on all the projects, what work you’ll be doing, and a link to register can be seen at 

https://www.voc.org/volunteer. Many other stewardship projects all over the state are also listed 

on this webpage. Projects fill quickly and spots are available on a first-come first served basis. 

April, May and June projects are currently open for registration. Registration for projects in 

July and beyond will open over the course of the season. 

These projects will include building rock structures to prevent heavy sediments from 

eroding in the Rio Grande east of Antonito, hiking trails and collecting data on beaver presence 

and habitat, pulling oxeye daisies in the La Garita Mountains, clearing wilderness trails of 

fallen trees using traditional crosscut saws, and collecting data on old mine infrastructure west 

of Antonito. Volunteers on VOC projects are provided with free camping, all required tools 

and equipment to do work well and safely, and excellent meals provided by volunteer chefs.  

Some projects are easily accessible by car while others are week-long backpacking trips into 

Wilderness areas. 

Other ongoing and smaller community-based stewardship projects will occur throughout 

the season, as well. Save the date for these fun and important volunteer days: 

http://www.voc.org/project/volunteer-adventure-south-san-juan-wilderness-trail-restoration
http://www.voc.org/project/volunteer-adventure-sangre-de-cristo-wilderness-trail-restoration
https://www.voc.org/volunteer


• Tree Seedling Shade Cone Removal @ Lookout Mountain - July 9 – help remove plastic 

shade cones from tree seedlings for a reforestation project in the La Garita Mountains. 

• Fence Removal @ San Francisco Creek Wildlife Rehab Facility – September 12 - join 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife to remove a barbed wire fence and improve important elk 

habitat outside of Del Norte. 

• Conejos Canyon BioBlitz! – Join Rio Grande National Forest biologists for an evening 

training in a classroom setting in early July and then sign up to hike specific trails during 

the last 2 weeks of July to collect data on butterflies, bees, plants and more. Use the free 

iNaturalist app at any time to help us, too! Visit https://www.inaturalist.org/ to sign up. 

• Goshawk Monitoring @ Conejos Canyon – fall 2020, date TBD 

• Ongoing – high lake water sampling at remote alpine lakes on the Rio Grande National 

Forest. 

• And more to come! 

 

Want to get involved? Contact me at sally@voc.org or 719-852-6234. You can also email me to 

be added to the SLV’s volunteering e-newsletter. Updates and details on projects are sent 

throughout the year. 

 

Sally Wier is the San Luis Valley Volunteer and Partnership Manager - a collaborative role 

managed by Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado, the Rio Grande National Forest and the Bureau 

of Land Management San Luis Valley Field Office. 
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