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Dear Forest User: 

 

The Winn Ranger District is proposing 2,966 acres of commercial harvest treatments in the Lane Road 

Project (Compartments 50, 58, and 59) of the District.  The proposed actions include restoration, thinning, 

and non-native invasive species control. 

 

The project area is located in Winn Parish (see attached vicinity map).  

 

Purpose and Need for Treatments 

The purpose of this project is to reduce the risk of southern pine beetle (SPB; Dendroctonus frontalis) 

epidemic and damage and increase the resilience to SPB outbreaks. The need for action is due to the stand 

conditions that create a high level risk for SPB outbreak, increase mortality, and decrease resilience to SPB. 

These conditions include: overstocked stands, uncharacteristic species compositions, and off-site species that 

are more susceptible SPB hosts. Loblolly pine stands in the project are dense and less able to withstand SPB 

attack. Loblolly pine is a major host for SPB, thus worsening the threat of epidemic conditions in these 

stands.  

 

There are approximately 2,966 acres proposed for treatment; the Project Area is primarily comprised of 

dense loblolly pine with some acres having off-site shortleaf and slash pine. Basal area (BA) is a measure 

that determines how stocked the stand is; the higher the number the more dense the stand is. These stands 

have a square foot basal area/acre (ft2 BA/A) ranging from 64 to 147. Approximately 94% of the Project 

Area has a SPB hazard rating of high/medium, with approximately 6% having a low hazard rating. Lower 

hazard stands are being replaced to help prevent future insect and disease problems as a result of these stands 

being loblolly dominated and by breaking-up older homogenous stands. Management currently occurring in 

the project area includes burning approximately 2,217 acres in Compartments 50 and 59 on an approximately 

3 to 4-year rotation. These management actions alone are not reducing the risk of SPB. 

 

Proposed Action: 

The Winn Ranger District is proposing the following management actions in the project area:    

 

 Thinning approximately 2,500 acres of loblolly pine to enhance the health and vigor of the residual 

stand reducing the risk of insects or disease outbreaks.  

 Restoring approximately 435 acres of off-site loblolly pine and replant to native shortleaf and 

longleaf pine communities. Restoration and associated activities of mechanical and chemical site 

preparation and release, prescribed burning, planting will promote more resilient stands.  

 Treatment by either chemical or mechanical means on areas that are affected by non-native invasive 

species (NNIS), promoting a more resilient ecosystem. 

 

I have reviewed the project and the preliminary environmental consequences associated with the proposal 

and find that this project meets the criteria for a Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) categorical 

exclusion (CE). Section 603 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (commonly referred to as the Farm Bill) 

establishes a categorical exclusion for qualifying insect and disease projects in designated areas on National 

Forest System lands. An insect and disease project that may be categorically excluded under this authority is 



 

 

a project that is designed to reduce the risk or extent of, or increase the resilience to, insect or disease 

infestation in the areas (HFRA, Sections 602(d) and 603(a)). 

 

Use of the Farm Bill CE includes a requirement to develop and implement the project through a transparent 

and nonexclusive collaborative process with interested persons representing diverse interests (HFRA, 

Sections 603(b)(1)(A) - (C)).  

 

You can help us improve our decision processes and make our management choices more responsive to the 

public we serve. I would like to start our collaborative process by asking you to provide your comments 

(thoughts, ideas, issues, and concerns that relate to this specific proposal) by May 8, 2020. Please indicate 

your preferred method of involvement (email, phone, meeting). If you desire, a statement of support would 

also be helpful as we develop this proposal. Please provide comments and information to: Brian M. Rudd, 

District Silviculturist, Winn Ranger District, 12319 Highway 84 West, Winnfield, LA 71483, by phone at 

318-628-4664, email: brudd@fs.fed.us, or fax 318-628-2971. Please identify “Lane Road Project” in the 

subject line when providing electronic comments, or on the envelope when replying by mail. 

 

This scoping notice also constitutes consultation for the determination of Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

under revised regulation implementing the National Historic Preservation Act found at 36 CFR 800.4(a)(1).  

The APE considers potential and direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to heritage resources.  All 2,966 

acres will be surveyed prior to implementation of the project.    

 

Documents related to this project will be posted at: 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/kisatchie/landmanagement/projects 

 

If you would like more information or have questions relating to this proposal, please contact Brian M. Rudd, 

Silviculturist, by email at brudd@fs.fed.us.   

 

Thank you for your continued interest in the management of the Winn Ranger District of the Kisatchie 

National Forest. 

 

 

/s/ Bradley L. Cooper 

 

Bradley L. Cooper 

District Ranger 

 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 

Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 

on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 

family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 

activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing 

deadlines vary by program or incident.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 

other than English.  

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html  and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 

all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 

letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 

SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov . USDA is an equal opportunity 

provider, employer and lender. 
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