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February 25, 2020
 The South Central Idaho Resource Advisory Committee (SCIRAC) will be accepting proposals for review and consideration for funding for Fiscal Year 2020.  The proposal deadline is April 20, 2020. 

“SCIRAC participation enables local county residents to have a meaningful role in deciding how federal funds are spent on public lands,” states Julie Thomas, Sawtooth National Forest Designated Federal Official (DFO) for the SCIRAC.  The funds are available through the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act, which was reauthorized by Congress.

RAC-funded projects must be located on National Forest System Lands in Blaine, Camas and Cassia counties, or on nearby lands if the project will benefit resources on the National Forest.  Projects can be completed by Forest Service personnel, through partnership agreements, or by open-bid contracting with individuals and corporations.  The SCIRAC works closely with the Forest Service to recommend projects that will benefit forest health, fish, wildlife, soils, watersheds and other resources; maintains roads, trails and other infrastructure; or control noxious weeds. The South Central Idaho RAC covers the Sawtooth National Forest. 

To submit a proposal go to: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/sawtooth/workingtogether/advisorycommittees   click on Project Proposal Form. Send one hardcopy proposal and one electronic proposal to the SCIRAC Coordinator, Julie Thomas at the Sawtooth National Forest Supervisors Office, 370 American Avenue, Jerome, ID 83338 or by phone at 208-423-7559.

Potential project sponsors should contact local Forest Service offices to obtain information that may be needed for a proposal, including a Forest Service contact, and to ensure proper agreements and paperwork are completed that will enable the project sponsor to obtain funding if approved by the SCIRAC.  Selected project sponsors may be asked to make a short presentation to the South Central Idaho RAC during a meeting tentatively scheduled during the month of May 2020.  Times and locations will be assigned by the DFO.  

Completed applications must be received electronically with a hardcopy form on or before the April 20, 2020 deadline.  Mail completed proposals to Julie Thomas at 370 American Avenue, Jerome, ID 83338.
The mission of the Forest Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private landowners and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands the Forest Service manages contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 30 percent of the nation’s surface drinking water to cities and rural communities and approximately 66 million Americans rely on drinking water that originated from the National Forest System.  The agency also has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 900 million forested acres within the U.S., of which over 130 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live.)
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