
 
 

 
Midewin by Tram-Auto    Summer 2020 
 
   

• These are car caravan tours that roughly follow the general perimeters of the path that 
has been identified for a future tram; the roads unpaved and can be rough in spots.    

• Drive your own vehicle.  
• Short walks to points of interest from a variety of stops along the way (you can remain in 

your vehicle if you wish to). 
• Running commentary is provided over hand-held radios as the tour moves from point to 

point.  
 

 
“Midewin Rocks” Geology Tour 
Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 

15,000 years ago, a one-mile thick glacial ice sheet moved over Illinois leaving its mark on 
Midewin. Environments in prehistoric times included tropical swamplands and subtropical 
oceans. View the rocks, hills and plains of Midewin that still bear evidence of these vastly 
different environments.  
 
Birds of Midewin Tour 
Saturday, June 6, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, June 20, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 

You might see loggerhead shrikes, Henslow's sparrows, bobolinks, grasshopper sparrows, 
meadowlarks, blue grosbeaks, orioles, warblers, vireos and more! Find out why Midewin has 
been called: “a haven for bird-watchers!” 
 
Midewin Prairie 101 Tour 
What exactly is Midewin? Learn about the origins and geography of this very special place.  
We will view restored wetlands and prairie and observe wildlife. Find out why ecological 
restoration is so important and experience some of Midewin’s best examples of restored 
prairie. Learn how Midewin will change and what that will mean for wildlife and recreation. Visit 
one of the remaining ammunitions bunkers for a glimpse into the past.  
Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
Saturday, July 25, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
Saturday, August 8, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
Saturday, August 22, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Come early, register early! Please let us know if you plan to participate so that we can contact you if 

the program is cancelled. Provide your name, contact information and the number of people in your 

group by emailing SM.FS.Midewin_RSVP@usda.gov or by calling 815-423-6370. Come 15-20 

minutes early to experience the prairie for a bit on your own before the program begins.  
 

DIRECTIONS to the Midewin Welcome Center: The Midewin Welcome Center is located 

approximately 2.5 miles north of Wilmington on Hwy. 53. The building is on the east side of the 

highway. GPS Coordinate: 41°20'36.5"N 88°07'54.5"W    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
30239 S. State Route 53, Wilmington, IL 60481 

 
www.fs.usda.gov/Midewin 
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