
April 15, 2020 

Dear Permittee, 

The staff of the Stanislaus National Forest hopes that you and your family are safe and well. As we work through 
an unpredictable and rapidly changing situation, the health and safety of employees and the nearby 
communities is always our top priority at the USDA Forest Service. 

Outdoor recreation can be beneficial for your health but must be practiced safely. We recommend exercising 
near your primary residence and complying with local and state guidance for not traveling for your recreation 
needs. Stay safe. For more on avoiding COVID-19, visit www.coronavirus.gov 

As a reminder, this excerpt from your special use permit FS-2700-5a, General Terms section, paragraph H, 
outlines how recreation residents must comply with state and local requirements:   

H. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND OTHER LEGAL REQUIREMENTS. In exercising the
privileges granted by this permit, the holder shall comply with all present and future federal laws and
regulations and all present and future state, county, and municipal laws, regulations, and other legal
requirements that apply to the permit area, to the extent they do not conflict with federal law,
regulations, or policy. The Forest Service assumes no responsibility for enforcing laws, regulations, and
other legal requirements that fall under the jurisdiction of other governmental entities.

Gov. Gavin Newsom published an executive order that directed California residents to heed the public health 
directives of the state Public Health Officer to shelter in place. 

“To protect public health, I as State Public Health Officer and Director of the California 
Department of Public Health order all individuals living in the State of California to stay 
home or at their place of residence except as needed to maintain continuity of operations 
of the federal critical infrastructure sectors, as outlined at 
https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19.” 

Order of the State Public Health Officer 
March 19, 2020 

In addition, county health officials from Tuolumne, Calaveras, Alpine and Mariposa counties have published 
their own local guidance regarding COVID-19 that enacts shelter in place and limits social interaction. In support 
of their public health officials, county law enforcement officials have requested public compliance with state and 
county directives: 

“Although we normally appreciate and invite people from all over the world, we are asking 
all visitors to postpone their plans until the state and federal “stay-at-home” orders are 
lifted. As a smaller community with a relatively high vulnerable population, travelers pose 
a greater risk to residents of Tuolumne County.” 

Sheriff Bill Pooley 
Tuolumne County Sheriff 

https://www.usda.gov/coronavirus
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccbd1cef09468430b5a4c08d7d7e31dfd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637215242765937080&sdata=WWSAzxMswQR9ayyqngOKkEzSrpD8abt4MMasSvcuDbA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19
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“We implore all persons in and around Calaveras County who do not either reside here or 
provide essential services, to recognize the impact that the population increase due to 
visitation has on our community and health care system. Now is not the time to come to our 
community…. We cannot support recreation, visitation, close proximity, or non-essential 
public interaction right now. There is no other alternative and this must be accomplished 
now. If you want Calaveras County to remain the vacation getaway it has been in the past, 
we all must act to ensure a speedy recovery.” 

Sheriff Rick Dibasilio 
Calaveras County Sheriff 

“Whether you agree or disagree with the current events happening in our world, we all must 
deal with them. Alpine County does not have the resources for an influx of second 
homeowners who want to come here and people recreating from areas affected by COVID-
19. There is almost nowhere to recreate…. Parking lots and restrooms are closed along with 
stores and restaurants.” 

Sheriff Rick Stephens 
Alpine County Sheriff 

“…in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Mariposa County Public Works along with 
Mariposa County Sheriff's office has closed all county parks to help protect the health of the 
entire community and promote social distancing. The full closure is currently in effect. This 
includes; Mariposa 'Town' Park, Coulterville Park, Hornitos Park and Catheys Valley Park. 

“Please pay attention to this park closure notice so you don't make a trip there, only to be 
disappointed that they are closed. Deputies are patrolling the parks to ensure that no 
gatherings are taking place.” 

Sheriff Doug Binnewies 
Mariposa County Sheriff 

Previously approved cabin maintenance projects should be postponed until the governor’s executive order is 
lifted.  Recreation residence repairs needing immediate work to address urgent health and safety concerns 
should be coordinated with your permit administrator. Be advised that forest staffing is expected to be limited 
and specific services such as water systems may not be operational.  In addition, all developed recreation sites 
within the forest have been closed.  

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we all work together to minimize the impacts and spread of 
the COVID-19.  Continuing our service to you during this time is very important. We are ready and available to 
help you!  We value your partnership in stewarding public lands and advocating their sustainable use. 

 


