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Storms Cause Road Closures in Cherokee National Forest  

 
 

Cleveland, TN.—April 22, 2020 — USDA Forest Service officials at the Cherokee National 

Forest say National Forest System Roads were heavily impacted by recent severe spring storms.  

High water, numerous trees across roads, mud slides on roads and road washouts occurred 

throughout the 656,000 acre Cherokee National Forest, but the Ocoee Ranger District and the 

Tellico Ranger District were the hardest hit. For public safety concerns, roads are being closed 

when hazardous conditions are identified. 

 

Cherokee National Forest Supervisor, JaSal Morris said, “Employee and public safety is our top 

priority.  The recent storms had very significant impacts to our roads.  Many of them are either 

blocked or in a hazardous condition.  We must ensure that our roads are safe for public use. Until 

we can do that a number of roads will be closed.”  

 

Because Forest Service crews are still assessing all the storm impacts, which are widespread, 

national forest visitors are being asked to not travel National Forest System Roads (NFSR), in 

the Ocoee Ranger District.  

 

If you must travel forest roads extra caution should be used. There are many roads throughout 

the Cherokee National Forest that are rutted and rough and may have been narrowed due to 

slides and slough offs. In addition, the risk of falling trees due to the extreme wet conditions still 

exists.   
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Currently, the following Cherokee National Forest System Roads (NFSR) are closed due to 

storm damage: 

 

Polk County – Ocoee Ranger District (423) 338-3300: 

 
• NFSR #55 Bakers Creek Road is closed from near NFSR #1372 Jacks Branch Road to 

intersection of NFSR #102 Sylco Road 

• NFSR #55 Bakers Creek Road is closed near Sylco Campground 

• NFSR #221 Peavine Road is closed from NFSR #62 Big Frog Loop Road and the 

intersection of NFSR #55 Bakers Creek Road  

• NFSR #221 Peavine Road is closed near the Rough Creek crossing  

• NFSR #67 Sina Branch Road is closed at the intersection of NFSR 221 Peavine Road to 

the Sawmill Branch crossing 
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