
MOORES FLAT AND \ryOOD CREEK C&H ALLOTMENTS
2O2O ANNUAL OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

AMENDED

Boise National Forest
Mountain Home Ranger District

INTRODUCTION
The following information is direction on how livestock management is to be conducted
on the Moores Flat and Wood Creek Cattle & Horse Alloünents forthe 2020 grazing
season. The Annual Operating Instructions (AOI) are part of your Tenn Grazirg Permit
consistent with Pa¡t 1, Item 3 and Part 2, Item 8(a), and you are responsible for !

compliance with this direction.

Situations may develop during the grazing season that could requite changes to these

instructions. If this becomes nËcessary, or if you cannot comply with some part of these

instructions, contact Holly Hamptgn at 587-1867 or Cindy Lancaster at 587-7870, and

obtain approval before initiating or deviating from your AOI. Faih¡re to obtain prior
approval could result in permit action.

The following table displays the pennitted numbe¡s and seasons of use for the Moores
Flat and Wood Creek Allotments:

Allotment N¡me
Permitted Number

rnd Class
Permitted

Season of Use

Moores Fl¡t - on 105 codcalf 07t01-ßt3t
off 228 codcalf 0710t-10/31

Wood Creek- on 43 so\À¡lcalf 0ó/01-1Ul5
off 957 coVcalf 06/01-il115

For the 202A grazng season, you are authorizcd to graze the Moores Flat and Wood
Creek Allotments as follows:

Allotrrent Name
Permltted Number

¡nd Class
Pormitted

Season of Use

Moores Flat. on 105 codcalf 07/01-10/31

off 228 codcalf 07/0r-10/3 l
lVood Creek - on 43 codcalf 06/06-10/18

off 957 codcalf 06/06-10/18

In 2019, you were issued a Letter of Suspension on the Wood Creek C&H Allotment,
suspending 30 percent ofyour permitted season of use due to rcpeated permit violations.
The suspension is for the 2019 and 2020 grazing season.

Amendment: After mediation the suspension is reduced to 1l% for the 2019 grazing
season and2}o/s for the 2020 grazing season.
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Some flexibility will be allowed for weather conditions, rmge readiness and livestock

"."¿.. 
The period of use is also subject to oompliance with Forest Plan standards and

guiJelines and knplementation Monitoring.requirements as discussed below. Please

ieview carefully the st¿ndards and guides listed.

BILLING INFORMATION
ii.ã*¿"e fee fbr the 2020 grazings€ason is $1.35 per head month for cattle. You will

ù. uii"A bãsecl on the authoriãed u." lirtrd above. Confi¡mation of payment through the

National Finance Center is required and must be received before livestock can entet

National Forest System lands. [n order to meet this requirement, please ensure that bills

lor collection areiaid by the due date indicated.

If permitted livestock a:e requircd to leave an atlotment carly.because utilization

*trn¿uø" have beÉn reached, drought conditions persist or other reâr¡ons as determined

by the Forest Officer, a credlthefr¡nd may be requested' This-request must be

*ubritt.d in writing to the District Ranger by December 1' 2t20.

LTVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock may cnter the Mopres Flat Allotrnent no sooner than July lst. Livestook will

move through the two units as utilization standards are r€ached. Cattle will starl in the

West Pasture and then rno.ve to the East Pasture. Once utilization standards are met in the

second unil tivestock must be removed from the entire allotrnent-

Livestock may enter the'Wood Crcck Allotment no sooner than June 6th. Livcstook will

move th¡ough the units as utilization standards are reached. Cattle will start in the East

and North Ùnit early in the season. Cattle; will the.n move tn southerly and west and

towards Headquartérs units later in the season Castle Rock Unit will be used early

season. Once utilization standards are mèt in the last unit or by October l8th, livestock

must be removed from the entire allotment,

The environmental analysis completed on the Wood Creek Allotment in 2009 determined

that sage grouse ncsting and brood-rearing habitat is present in mugh of the Castle Rock

Unit añd far East Unit. To prercnt potcnfial conflict with nesting rnd brood-rearing
sage grouse, livcstock mny not entõr the Castle Rock Unit and Esst Unit of the

Wood Creek Allotment until rfter June 15.

It has been notcd in the past year that salt blocks have been lcft on several allotments

a{l.er livestock have beeu removed. Salt blocks or tubs should be moved from unit to unit

with livestock and all salt needs to be removed from the allotment at the end of the

grazing season. This standard is part of the terrns and conditions in your Term Crazing

Permit.

You must notiff the Forest Service no less than fìve (5) days prior to livestock being
placed on the allotments so that authorized livestock numbers can be verifrod by district

range staffif the Forest Service elects to do so'
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STANDARDS AND GUIDES
Close monitoring of utilization levels and diligent rçmoval of livestock when they are

reached is critical to ensure compliance with end:pf-season utilization standards. Failure
to meet these st¿ndards rnay result in the modification of grazing management, including
reductions in Head Months or permitted area,

The following standards and guidelines apply to the Moorcs Flat and Wood Creek
Allotments:

r Maximum tbrage utilization of representative areas shall not exceed the values
below at the end of the growing season.

RiBæÍan fueas: Maximum 45 percent use or retain a minimum 4-inch stubble
height of hydric greenline species, whichever occurs first.
UDla¡rd Vegeadve Cover TI!€s: Vegetative slow growth, after seed ripe
conditions or late season pastures- 50 percent use, (R-érST0l, p. III-45)

r Livestock salting is prohibited in Riparian Conservation Areas (RCAs). Place salt
no closer than % mile fron water and not within 100 feet ofroads. Move sâlt

frorn areas where utilization standards have been met. (RASTO4, p. III45)
. . All livestock water developments must provide access and escape to and from

water for'all types of wildlife. (RAST09, p. III-45)
r Previously grazed units must have all livestock removed from thern.
¡ Bulls must test negative for Trichomoniasis before entering National Forest

System lands.
. Onlf certified weed-free hay and mulch are allowed on National Forest System

lands.

IMPROVEMENTS
Your Term Grazing Pemit contains a complete list of range improvements associatcd

with the Moores Flat and Woód Creek Allotments. Please note that all range

improvements must be maiirtained to a proper functioning condition before livestock are

placed on each allotment. Failure to do so is a violation of your Term Grazing Permit
and is subject to permìt action. In the event improvements cannot be practically
m¿intained to standæd, you should notiff this offïce so we can identify them for
reconsüuction as fimds become available.

Non-fr¡nctioning range irnprovernents need to be brought to standard, or arrangements

made with disuict range personnel to have them removed. Abandonment of
irnprovements is not acce,ptable - if developmenteâre not functioning and are no longer
needed, they must be rernoved. If they are in a location that does not allow for removal,
these non-fì¡nctioning improvements still need to allow for bird and small mamrnal
escape. Metat noughs need to have holes cut in them large enough to allow birds änd
small mammals to escape frorn them or be tþed over so that they do not hold water.
Tires also nEed to have holes cut in them, or be popped loose from their cement bottom
and propped up slightly on edge, to allow birds and small mammals to escape fro¡n them.
If none of these options are feasible, awildlife escape ramp needs to be installed and

rnaintained in the trough. Wildlifo çsc.apo ramps need to bc installçd in tire troughs.
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These ramps are being supplied by the Forest Servicc. These ladders should be checked

and instalied if needed in all tire troughs on your allotments prior to turn on, This

direction also includes troughs that hold water in the spring but dry up later in the grazing

season. Failure to comply could result in adverse action to your permit,

The fence that runs along the Pine/Featherville Highway will need to be maintained prior

to turn-on. tt will be a five wire fence with the bottom wire at approx. 15". lVhen cattle

*"*t i" tfrr r¡nit, the bottom wire will be lifted to allow for passage of pronghom' The

district ranger has authorized you to use a back-hoe to pound the posts in for this piece of
fence. Theequipmentmuststaywithinthe swathofthe fence-line. Ifyouneedtogoout
of the existing footprint please contact Holly to get permission for the use of equipment.

RIDER OR PERMITTEE INSÎRUCTIONS
Off dates for these allotments a¡e oonsidered approximate and will depend on utilization

levels. To prevent ovef-utilization, a concerted effort slrould be made to disfributc c¡ttle

over the eniir allotment and to effectively graze all suitable areas in that unit. Permitted

nu¡nbers ar.e based on the.premise that active management will occur to effect ldequate
livestock distribution. Livestock need to be moved before meeting riparian and upland

grazing standards. If livestock are allowed to concentrate in riparian a¡eas and water

ãevelopments without being distributed to unused areas of the allotment, the grazing

eapacity of the allotment is diminished to those areas only.

permittee monitoring of utilization levels is not rnandatory, but is highly advised since

permittees will be held accountablc for any failures to nreet end-ot"season compliance

rnonitoring.

REPORTING
If you are planning to waive your Term Çrazing Permit- based on either sale of
permitted iivestock or base property, please submit this intention to me in writing prior to

the transaction.

INSPECTIONS AND MONITORING
Rånge personnel may require you to delay your ontry date on the Moores Flat or V/ood

Creek Allotments based on range readiness inspections that they have completed. You

will be notified as soon as possible if yotu turn-on date is delayed.

Ragge personnel may conduct utilizationrnonitoring and improvernent inspections

periodically on your allotments.

COORDINATION At\D COOPERATION
Permittees should continue working with their local Wildlife Services representative on

depredation issues. The ldaho Departnent of Fish and Game is responsible for wolf
rnanagernent in ldaho. Any question$ you may have regarding wolf management should

be dirãcted to Ciaig White (Magic Valley Region) at208-644'6303 or Mike McDonald at

208-324-435e.
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If you suspect a wolf depredation has occurred on your livestock, USDA/APHIS/Wildlife
Services (Wildlife Servicès) should be contacted as soon as possible. The'local Wildlife
Services contact for this area is Trec Reed. He can be reached at (208) 681-8756. In the
event that you cannot reach Trec, Jared Hedelius should be contacted at the Boise District
Office at208-616-5778.

OTTIER
When livestock carcasses are located near campgrounds, roads, hails or water reasonable
and appropriate action must be taken to remove any carcasses. The pernnittee will contact
the DistricJ Ranger's Representative to discuss the problem and determine what action
would be appropriate for each site specific instance. Although the Forest Service
recognizes that disposal of carcasses is not always feasible in many situations there are a
number of reasonable options'available for the disposal of single or multiple carcasses.
In most cases, catcasses should be moved at least 100 yards fr,om campgrounds, roads,
trails or water. Animal carcasses in highly visible areas need to be relocated to more
remote areas.

The Forest Service's Motor Vehicle Use Rule is in place onthe Mountain Home Ranger
District. Public rnotorized, wheeled vehicle use is prohibited on all NFS lands except on
routes that are designated on the current year's Motorized Vehicle Use Map. Thís AOI
authorizes you and your ernployees to use wheeled rnotor vehicles off of designated
routes for adminisfrative use within your allotrnents and perrnitted dates fcir livestock
management purposes. However, specific routes will need to be identified each year. If
motor vehicle use is needed outside of your permitted dates please seek authorization
from the District Ranger. See description of routes needed for adrninistative use below,
This administrative use includes salting and herding of livestock, maintenance of range
improvements, artd forage utilization inspections. Use of heavy equipment, such as
bulldozets or backhoes ìs not included in this authorization. Use of heavy equipment
will need to be requested through and approved by the District Ranger òn a case-by.case
basis.

Routes Approved for Administrative Use:

l). Wood Creek FS #1524
2). Wood Creek Mountain road FS #1528
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