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902 WASCO AVENUE, SUITE 200 Telephone: 541-308-1700 
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FOREST PRACTICE REVIEW APPLICATION 

 
DATE OF APPLICATION: 

 
APPLICANT(S) 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS 

Andreas von Flotow Mitchell Ridge, LLC 

  

MAILING ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS 

5151 Mitchell Point Dr 5151 Mitchell Point Dr 

Hood River, OR 97031 Hood River, OR 97031 

  

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE AND DATE PROPERTY OWNER’S SIGNATURE AND DATE 

  

  

PHONE: (541) 399 - 2464 PHONE: (541) 399 - 2464 

EMAIL: vonflotow@gmail.com EMAIL: 

 
LOCATION OF PROPERTY 

 
PROPERTY ADDRESS (IF APPLICABLE) 

TOWNSHIP: |  RANGE: | SECTION: 
3N |  10E | 320 

5151 Mitchell Point Dr 

QUARTER SECTION: | TAX LOT: 
unknown | 0802 & 1000 

Hood River, OR 97031 

PARCEL SIZE (ACRES): 53 COUNTY: Hood River 

EXISTING LAND USE: homestead, timber, farm STATE: Oregon 

mailto:vonflotow@gmail.com


 

 

 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. Details on the purpose for the forest practice, the existing stand condition (approximate
percent canopy closure, trees per acre, tree sizes, and species composition), and the 
desired future vegetation structure and reforestation plan (species, spacing).

The Mitchell Ridge property is made of up two neighboring parcels: 40 acres and 13 acres. 
Since the modern era settlement, the property and surrounding area has been logged 
continuously. Logging roads, dykes, abandoned equipment and all manner of refuse scatter 
the forest floor.

The previous owners built numerous structures and logged the property, including clear 
cutting. They also raised livestock and started a farm. Active forest and agricultural 
operations have been occurring on these two parcels since settlement. There is a homestead 
on the parcels.

Planted Douglas-fir trees cover most of the property, mostly approximately 85-90 years old. 
The property has a north-facing aspect and is typically sheltered from the wind by Mitchell 
Point. There is a minor species component of white oaks. The majority of the ground cover 
is poison oak.

The forest floors are also littered with fallen dead, in amongst the dying shrubs and bushes. 
The canopy is cover is almost closed, shading out many of the shrubs and suppressing tree 
growth. Most of the indigenous white oak trees are being out competed by Douglas fir. 
These conditions provide a continuous fuel load for future forest fires to burn out of control.

Treatment is proposed on approximately 34 acres. Across the forested portions of the 
property, there are an average of over 200 trees per acre. Tree diameters vary, with the largest 
remaining conifers having a 36” diameter. These trees are reaching heights up to 140 feet. 
The indigenous white oak, which make up approximately 1% of the tree population, are 
estimated to be hundreds of years old, 80ft tall, with a diameter of 42” as they stand generally 
on their own, surrounded by Douglas fir.

Existing roads throughout the property will be used to implement the fuel reduction and 
forest thinning. These roads are utilized primarily by the landowner, as well as through an 
access easement with the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). BPA has recently 
completed road maintenance on the longest road segment to maintain its powerlines. No new 
road grading or road construction is required to complete the forest practice.

The purpose of this forest practice is to improve the health and vitality of the overall forest 
and reduce the volume of small diameter wildfire fuel. The property is in need of thorough 
fuel reduction and vegetation restoration efforts. The desired future condition in



these parcels is to release white oak, and promote a mixed-species, mixed-age stand that 
includes more species resistant to forest fires and some bark beetle and root-rot resistance. 

The silviculture prescription, (regeneration mosaic, overstory removal, shelterwood, 
small group selection, uneven-age partial cut, even-age thinning, thinning from above to 
release understory, thinning from below to thin understory layer, or salvage of standing 
dead). 
Overall, a thinning from below and removal of excess fuels will be performed on 
approximately 34 acres on the property identified in the attached maps. Thinning from 
below will remove the smallest trees and retain the largest trees on the site, favoring the 44 
white oak specified and the largest and most resilient Douglas fir. All three stands will 
receive similar silvicultural prescriptions and have the same goals for treatment. Primary 
focus will be to remove smaller diameter conifer within 20-30’ of the identified white oak, 
particularly on the southern treatment areas. In the two northern treatment areas, treatments 
will thin from below, prioritizing identified oak within the two stands. In conifer 
dominated areas in the northern portions of the property, focus will be on fuel reduction 
around existing large diameter conifers where oak is limited or less dominant. Ladder fuel 
and standing dead snags will be removed where above requirements of 10 snags at 10”-
20”, and 7 snags greater than 20” dbh per acre. There are no proposed thinning treatments 
on the approximately 19 acres outside of the three identified stands.  

Slash will be piled and burned on site. The canopy across the stands will average 60% 
canopy closure, with lower canopy density near the identified oak, and higher density in 
the Douglas fir overstory. The approximate desired average structure is 80 dominant trees 
per acre with at least 60% live canopy closure. All criteria in Table X, Desired Forest 
Structure and Pattern in the Management Plan will be met.  

The volume and species to be removed and the approximate percent canopy closure and 
trees per acre after treatment. 
Though timber volumes vary widely by area of the parcels, approximately 200 MBF of 
timber, containing mostly Douglas fir are expected to be removed. The approximate desired 
post-treatment stand structure is 80 dominant trees per acre with at least 60% live canopy 
closure. 

The size and shape of the treatment units and associated natural features such as 
streams, talus slopes, rock outcrops located on a color aerial photo and the location of 
roads, culverts, skid trails, or other ground disturbing activities. 
Please see the site plan map. There are no talus slopes or rock outcrops located on the property. 
Adjacent to the property is Flume Creek, a perennial stream which has a 200’ buffer identified on 
the maps. No treatments are proposed within the 200’ Flume Creek buffer. 

Slash treatment (no treatment, lop and scatter, chip and scatter, hand pile and burn, 



grapple pile and burn, jackpot burn.) Use additional Sheets as necessary. 
Thinning slash will be piled and burned. Material that will be piled and burned are 
identified on the map as Slash Disposal. Throughout the treatment units, small wildlife 
piles may be created in areas of heavy slash accumulation. 

 
STEWARDSHIP PLAN: The following information, in addition to the applicable portions 
of the forest practice application requirements above and general site plan requirements are 
provided: 

 
(a) Outline the long term goals, proposed operations, and future sustainability of the 
subject parcel. 

The primary goal of the forest thinning is to promote forest health through thinning 
smaller diameter Douglas fir and undergrowth to open resources to larger Douglas fir 
and oak established on the property. Through the reduction of competing vegetation, 
the thinning would maintain 60% canopy and improve forest resilience to wildfires, 
likely reducing intensity and severity of fires originating from adjacent lands.  
 
Through these treatments this would allow native forest species the access to light 
and water, promoting growth for the oak and Douglas fir species. This would 
transition even-aged forest to uneven-aged forest of mixed conifer and deciduous 
species to increase sustainability of the forest over time and cause the local forest to 
fit into the existing landscape 

 
 

(b) Describe the time frame and steps planned to reach the long term goals. 
 
 

Year Stand Prescribed Activity  Acres 

2020 All conifers Thinning for fire prevention and forest health 34  

2020 White oaks Oak release 34  

2021 All conifer Slash removal and destruction 34  

2021 White oaks Tree health evaluation and slash removal 34  

2100 All Revaluation of site 34  



(c) For Forest Practices, describe how the proposed activities fit into the long term goals 
and sustainability of the parcel and/or forest health. The following shall be addressed: 

 
(i) Describe the existing range of natural conditions expected in the forest in terms 
of tree species, structure, and landscape pattern. 

 
Species: Primarily homogenous Douglas fir  
Structure: Nearing canopy closure with limited understory 
Landscape Pattern: Dominated by Douglas fir with a minor component of white 
oaks and maples in the understory. 

 
(ii) Describe what the resulting tree species, structure, and landscape pattern will be 
after the proposed activities. 
Species: Mixed age Douglas fir favoring white oak 
Structure: White oak and large Douglas fir with an average of 60% canopy closure 
allowing under-canopy species to thrive. Thinning around white oak to promote 
growth.  
Landscape Pattern: Provide for greater composition of species diversity, dominated by 
larger Douglas fir and emphasizing the minor white oak existing on site.  

 
(iii) Give a clear explanation of how a deviation from the applicable guidelines may 
better achieve forest health objectives. 
No deviation intended. 

 
(iv) Give a clear explanation of how and why the proposed activities will lead the 
forest towards its range of natural variability and result in reaching sustainability, 
resiliency to disturbances. 
The existing homogenous Douglas fir stand is susceptible to destruction by disease or 
disaster. Multi-species forests are healthier and provide for resilience from events and 
changing conditions. The forest thinning intends to mimic small scale natural 
disturbances, removing  will provide less-dominant species an opportunity against the 
encroaching young Douglas fir will result in a more varied forest which will be better 
suited to withstand disease and disaster. 



KEY VIEWING AREAS: Key viewing areas are important public viewpoints and areas 
that afford opportunities to view the Gorge scenery. Key viewing areas are listed below. Please 
check those sites which can be seen from your property. 

 
The property can be seen from several Key Viewing Areas, including the Historic Columbia 
River Highway, Highway I-84, The Columbia River, Washington State Route 14 and 
Cook-Underwood Road. 

 
 

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS AND EXISTING LAND USE ON 
ADJACENT PARCELS WITHIN 200 FEET OF PROJECT PROPERTY: 

 
 
 

TOWNSHIP, RANGE, 
SECTION, TAX LOT 

NAME AND ADDRESS EXISTING LAND USE 

03N, 10E, 320, 0800 
03N, 10E, 320, 0705 
03N, 10E, 320, 0709 
03N, 10E, 310, 0102 
03N, 10E, 310, 0100 

United States of America 
16400 Champion Way 
Sandy, OR 97055 

Timber 

03N, 10E, 310, 0300 
03N, 10E, 320, 0900 
03N, 10E, 320, 1100 

Oregon Parks & Recreation 
Department 
725 Summer St #Ste. C 
Salem, OR 97301 

Timber / Recreation 

03N, 10E, 320, 0801 Dov and MH Rohan 
5145 Mitchell Point Dr 
Hood River, OR 97031 

Residential 

03N, 10E, 320, 0702 Michael and Nancy Harbert 
5150 Mitchell Point Dr 
Hood River, OR 97031 

Residential 

03N, 10E, 320, 0704 Robert Voeks 
1019 Riedel Ave 
Fullerton, CA 92831 

Residential 



von Flotow Forest Practice Vicinity Map 
Hood River Co., Oregon 

T3N R10E Section 320, Tax Lots 0802 & 1000 



von Flotow Forest Practice Area 
Hood River Co., Oregon 

T3N R10E Section 320, Tax Lots 0802 & 1000 



Forest Practice Proposal  
Hood River Co., Oregon 

T3N R10E Section 320, Tax Lots 0802 & 1000
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