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Gina Owens, Deputy Regional Forester 

U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Region 
 

Gina Owens has been the Deputy Regional Forester for the Pacific Northwest Region since 

September of 2019.  In this role, she helps lead and manage a workforce of over 3,000 

employees to deliver the Forest Service conservation mission on over 25 million acres of 

national forest system lands in Oregon and Washington.  Prior to this position, she served as 

the Forest Supervisor on the 1.4 million-acre Gifford Pinchot National Forest in southwestern 

Washington, home to the Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument.  She has also served in 

the Forest Service’s National Headquarters in Washington DC as a Legislative Affairs Specialist, 

the Deputy Director for Ecosystem Management Coordination working on national forest and 

public land management policy, and an Acting Associate Deputy Chief for the National Forest 

System.   

Gina has a Bachelor of Science from Washington State University.  She has over 30 years of experience with the US Forest 

Service working with challenging public land management issues in Alaska, Washington, Montana, Oregon, Vermont, and 

Washington D.C.   She started her career with the Forest Service as a volunteer, and has served in a variety of positions 

including wilderness ranger, recreation planner, Deputy District Ranger, District Ranger, and Deputy Forest Supervisor.  

Gina is married and enjoys kayaking, hiking, bicycling, and working with wood and stained glass. 

 

Debra Whitall, Assistant Director, Resource Planning and Monitoring 

U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Region 
 

Dr. Debra Whitall is currently the Assistant Director for Resource Planning and Monitoring in 

Region 6. She earned her PhD in Public Administration and Policy from Portland State 

University in 2007.  Her undergraduate degree is in Resource Planning and Interpretation 

from Humboldt State University. Her 39-year career with the Forest Service spans the Pacific 

Southwest and Pacific Northwest Regions, SE Australia, and Washington DC.  She has held 

various positions from hydrologist and soil scientist to policy analyst and social scientist.  Her 

dissertation, “Network Analysis of a Shared Governance System,” used social network 

analysis to evaluate the role of networks in creating successful systems of governance. 
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Susan Charnley, Research Social Scientist 

U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station 
 

Dr. Susan Charnley is a Research Social Scientist with the U.S. Forest Service's 

Pacific Northwest Research Station based in Portland, Oregon. She is an 

environmental anthropologist whose research investigates how best to achieve 

the dual goals of environmental conservation and rural community well-being. 

Most of her research takes place in the western United States. She has been 

involved in several projects that examine how federal forest management policy 

affects community well-being. Current research topics of focus are community 

forestry, ranching and rangeland management, and managing fire at the 

landscape scale across land ownership boundaries. 

 

 

Paul Hessburg, Research Landscape Ecologist  

U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station 
 

Dr. Paul Hessburg is a Research Landscape Ecologist with the USDA Forest Service, Pacific 

Northwest Research Station (PNWRS). There, he leads research that studies management 

influences on forest landscapes and their disturbance regimes. Paul has worked in R&D 

for 42 years, researching the landscape and disturbance ecology of western US and North 

American forests. His team explores climate change effects on forest and nonforest 

patterns, wildfire resilience mechanisms and their persistence under climate change, 

forest fuel succession and pattern influences on wildfire behavior, and decision support 

tool development for landscape evaluation. Paul holds a PhD in Botany and Plant 

Pathology from Oregon State University (1984), and a BS in Forestry from the University 

of Minnesota (1978). He has authored and co-authored more than 200 refereed articles, 

books, and book chapters. In 2017, he received the PNWRS and USDA-FS Chief’s Distinguished Scientist awards. Paul 

resides in Wenatchee, WA, is married with grown kids. 
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Thomas Spies, Emeritus Scientist  

U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station 
 

Thomas Spies is Emeritus Scientist with the PNW Research Station.  He is also courtesy 

professor in the College of Forestry, Oregon State University.  He holds a Ph.D. from the 

University of Michigan.  He was a member of the scientific team that developed the 

Northwest Forest Plan.  His research interests include the ecology and conservation of 

old-growth forests, disturbance ecology, landscape ecology, and social-ecological 

systems.   

 

 

  

 

Dominick DellaSala, President and Chief Scientist 

Geos Institute 
 
Dr. Dominick A. DellaSala is President and Chief Scientist of the Geos Institute 
(www.geosinstitute.org) in Ashland, Oregon and former President of the Society for 
Conservation Biology, North America Section (http://www.conbio.org).  He is an 
internationally renowned author of over 200 science papers on forest and fire ecology, 
conservation biology, endangered species management, and landscape ecology. 
Dominick has given plenary and keynote talks ranging from academic conferences to 
the United Nations Earth Summit. He has appeared in National Geographic, Science 
Digest, Science Magazine, Scientific American, Time Magazine, Audubon Magazine, 
National Wildlife Magazine, High Country News, Terrain Magazine, NY Times, LA Times, 
USA Today, Jim Lehrer News Hour, CNN, MSNBC, “Living on Earth (NPR),” several PBS 
documentaries and even Fox News! Dominick is currently on Oregon’s Global Warming 
Commission Subcommittee on Forest Carbon and is Editor of numerous scientific 
journals and publications. His book “Temperate and Boreal Rainforests of the World: 

Ecology and Conservation” received an academic excellence award from Choice magazine, one of the nation's top book 
review journals. His recent co-authored book– The Ecological Importance of Mixed-Severity Fires: Nature’s Phoenix - 
presents groundbreaking science on the ecological importance of wildfires. Dominick co-founded the Geos Institute in 
July 2006 and is motivated by his work to leave a living planet for his daughters, grandkids and all those that follow.   

http://www.geosinstitute.org/
http://www.conbio.org/
http://www.islandpress.org/ip/books/book/islandpress/T/bo8056227.html
http://www.islandpress.org/ip/books/book/islandpress/T/bo8056227.html
/htpp/::www.elsevier.com:books:the-ecological-importance-of-mixed-severity-fires:dellasala:978-0-12-802749-3
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Chad Hanson, Director 

John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute 

 
Chad Hanson is a research ecologist and the director of the John Muir Project of 
Earth Island Institute, located in Big Bear City, California. He is also a member of 
the Sierra Club’s national Board of Directors. Dr. Hanson has a Ph.D. in ecology 
from the University of California at Davis, with a research focus on fire ecology in 
conifer forest ecosystems, and he is the co-editor and co-author of the 2015 book, 
“The Ecological Importance of Mixed-Severity Fires: Nature’s 

Phoenix” (Elsevier, Inc.). He has published 29 scientific studies and articles in peer-
reviewed journals pertaining to forest and fire ecology, and is currently writing a 
second book, focusing on forest protection to mitigate climate change, and the 
myths about wildland fire that are impeding progress. Research by Dr. Hanson 
covers topics such as: natural post-fire forest regrowth and carbon sequestration; 

carbon flux in wildland fires; current forest fire patterns and trends; fire history; habitat selection of rare wildlife species 
associated with habitat created by high-intensity fire; and adverse impacts to wildlife caused by logging. He became 
involved in forest conservation work after hiking the entire length of the Pacific Crest Trail from Mexico to Canada in 
1989 with his older brother, and seeing firsthand the devastation to forests caused by the commercial logging program 
on federal public lands in the U.S. The New York Times (August 6, 2017) described Dr. Hanson as being on “the cutting 
edge of ecological research” (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/06/science/let-forest-fires-burn-what-the-black-
backedwoodpecker-knows.html). Dr. Hanson regularly authors opinion-editorial articles that are published in national 
newspapers, including the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and Washington Post. 
 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/06/science/let-forest-fires-burn-what-the-black-backedwoodpecker-knows.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/06/science/let-forest-fires-burn-what-the-black-backedwoodpecker-knows.html
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John Alexander, Executive Director 

Klamath Bird Observatory 
 

As Klamath Bird Observatory co-founder, John works with KBO’s Board of 

Directors, Research Advisor, Science Director, Outreach and Science 

Communications Specialist, and Executive Administrator overseeing all aspects of 

the organization's efforts. 

John has been working to integrate bird conservation with natural resource 

management in the Pacific Northwest since 1992.  He is focused on applying bird 

conservation science as a tool for advancing ecosystem conservation regionally, 

nationally, and internationally. His expertise includes participatory action research; 

ecological monitoring and research using standard bird and habitat sampling 

techniques; the use of scientific results for overcoming land stewardship 

challenges; and the development of applied science tools and teaching materials for natural resource management 

professionals, community members, and students of all ages. 

Through his domestic and international work and leadership John has earned several awards, including the Partners in 

Flight International Leadership Award, the Joint Fire Science Program’s Best Scientist-Manager Partnership Award, and 

the US Forest Service’s International Wings Across the Americas the Ducks Unlimited Taking Wing Awards.  John has and 

continues to participate, often serving in leadership positions, with various initiatives and organizations, including 

Partners in Flight, North American Bird Conservation Initiative, Avian Knowledge Network, North Pacific Landscape 

Conservation Cooperative, Intermountain West Joint Venture, US Department of Agriculture Federal Research Advisory 

Committee, North American Bird Banding Council, Western Bird Banding Association, and Ashland Rotary Community 

Support Foundation. John also serves as Courtesy Faculty at Oregon State University. 
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Beverly Law, Emeritus Professor of Global Change Biology & Terrestrial Systems Science 

Oregon State University 
 
Beverly Law is Emeritus Professor of Global Change Biology & Terrestrial Systems Science 
at Oregon State University. She is a terrestrial ecosystems ecologist with expertise in the 
role of forests in climate change mitigation and adaptation, and the effects of climate, 
natural disturbances and management activities on forest carbon and water. She has an 
undergraduate degree in forest management, and PhD in forest science. She is a fellow of 
the American Geophysical Union and the Leopold Leadership Program. She has published 
more than 200 refereed journal articles, including publication of the year award from the 
World Meteorological Organization, and awarded highly cited researcher for production 
of multiple highly cited papers that rank in the top 1% across fields globally. She was a co-
author of the National Climate Assessment and the National Research Council’s report, 
“Verifying Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Methods to Support International Climate 
Agreements.” She was Science Chair of the AmeriFlux research network of over 100 sites 

in the Americas, and Chair of the UN programme Global Terrestrial Observation System – Terrestrial Carbon 
Observations (GTOS-TCO). Her 30 years of research includes the effects of climate, wildfire and management on forest 
carbon processes, and related emissions to the atmosphere at multiple scales from ecosystems to regional and global. 
 

 

 

James Johnston, Faculty Research Associate 

Oregon State University 
 
James is a Faculty Research Associate at OSU College of Forestry.  His research 
interests include fire ecology, dendroecology, restoration forestry, 
environmental law and policy, and collaborative governance.   
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Andrés Holz, Assistant Professor of Geography, Director of Global Environmental Change Lab 

Portland State University 
 

After earning a bachelor’s degree in forest engineering in Chile, he earned a PhD in 
Geography from the University of Colorado, Boulder, where he also held a 2-yr 
postdoctoral position. After spending two years as postdoc at the University of Tasmania 
in Australia, he joined Portland State University as faculty in 2014. Andrés is broadly 
interested in the impact of climate change and landuse on forest ecology and their 
associated disturbances (wildfire, insects, volcanisms), and here in the PNW he and his 
research group is currently working on various projects, including the effects of wildfire, 
climate variability and climate change, landuse, and environmental conditions on tree 
regeneration, fire refugia, tree growth, C sequestration, and drought-induced mortality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Andrew Merschel, PhD student 

Oregon State University 
 

Andrew Merschel is currently a PhD student studying forest ecology at Oregon State 
University.  Andrew uses dendrochronological or “tree-ring” methods to document 
historical forest conditions and dynamics, and to understand how forests have been 
modified by fire suppression, logging, and grazing. Andrew’s reconstruction plots 
extend across the Ochoco Mountains and the East Cascades in lodgepole pine, 
ponderosa pine, and mixed-conifer forests, and in Douglas-fir and hemlock forests in 
the southwest Cascades. Andrew enjoys woodworking and fishing and spending time 
with his family. 
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Shane Jeffries, Forest Supervisor 

Ochoco National Forest 
 

Shane is currently the Forest Supervisor of the Ochoco National Forest & Crooked River 
National Grassland in Prineville, Oregon.  Shane previously served as Deputy Forest 
Supervisor of the Deschutes National Forest and as a District Ranger in both McCall, 
Idaho on the Payette National Forest and in Bend Oregon on the Deschutes National 
Forest.  In his 32-year career with the Forest Service, Shane has served in a variety of 
other leadership positions for the Agency including a temporary assignment as staff 
assistant to the Deputy Chief of the National Forest System in Washington D.C.  Shane is 
a graduate of the University of Idaho and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife 
Biology. 


