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Temporary COVID-19 response: 
Permit requirement waived for personal-use firewood 

collection

The Sierra National Forest understands these are difficult times; therefore, the forest has 
Temporarily  Waived  required permits for the collection of personal-use firewood. Due to recent 
and predicted precipitation, access to fuelwood cutting locations is still limited. Forest personnel ask 
those in need of firewood to avoid creating resource damage. Please stay on roadways and do 
not create ruts deeper than 3 inches. The 12 cord maximum per wood cutting season and rules for 
species, size and location still apply effective April 1st -  November 30, 2021:

1. All species of dead and down trees may be cut and removed in portions less than 6-feet long.
NO (standing ) dead trees may be cut  or wood when marked with paint, wildlife signs, or other
official signs.

2. Situational restrictions where fuelwood may not be harvested include:

a. within 300 feet of any riparian area (lake, spring or stream), and 150 feet of seasonal, dry
stream channels and wet areas;

b. within areas posted as under timber sale or stewardship contract, or have “no fuelwood cutting”
or “restricted” signs; taking from decks or active timber sales is prohibited.

c. within 150 feet of campgrounds, power lines, state highways, administrative or cultural sites;

and

d. areas where trees have been designated for wildlife habitat or otherwise marked with paint;

3. There may be specific areas where fuelwood cutting is prohibited. Consult firewood-cutting maps
(www.fs.usda.gov/sierra/wooodcutting) and with specific district offices.

4. Vehicles must remain on open roads; fuelwood harvest is restricted to within 100 feet of the road.

5. All chainsaws must have approved spark arrestors and the operator must be in possession of a
shovel in good condition, with a minimum length of 46 inches. The shovel should be located within
25 feet of operations while wood cutting, along with an approved fire extinguisher in the immediate
vicinity of chainsaw use. Use of tractors, loaders, skidders, yarders, and other similar heavy
equipment is prohibited under a USFS fuelwood permit. Piling of debris is not required; however,
all roads and ditch lines shall be kept clear of woodcutting debris.

6. The maximum piece length to be removed from the forest under a fuelwood permit is 6 feet.

7. Other species or situations not specifically addressed are not available without further approval.

Questions? Contact your local Sierra office: Supervisor’s Office (559)-297-0706, High
Sierra District (559)-855-5355, or the Bass Lake District (559)-877-2218.
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http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/srnf/passes-permits/forestproducts
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