
Order Number 01-1 5-1 4-20-03

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

HELENA.LEWIS AND CLARK NATIONAL FOREST
LINCOLN RANGER DISTRICT _ LINCOLN, MONTANA

FOREST ORDER

National Forest System Roads- Upper Blackfoot Mining Complex

Pursuantto l6 USC $ 551,36 CFR $ 261.50 (b),36 c.F.R. $ 261.54 (e) and 36 c.F.R. 5261.54 (a), the
following orders and restrictions regarding Forest Service Roads #4087 and #1815 on the Lincoln Ranger
District, Helena-Lewis and clark National Forest are hereby enacted:

PROHIBITION:

1. Being on the roads described below. [36 CF,R g 261.5a (e)]

2. Using any type of vehicle on the roads described below. [36 CFR g 261.5a (a)]

PURPOSE:

This closure is for public safety due to seasonal operations in the area associated with the Upper Blackfoot
Mining Complex reclamation and restoration activities.

ROAD CLOSURE DESCRIPTION:

Forest Service Roads (FSR) #4057 (a portion of Mike Horse Road) and FSR #1815, located in Sections 20,21,
27 and 28 of Township 15 North, Range 6 West as depicted on the attached map (Attachment A).

IMPLEMENTATION:

This order will be in effect from May 19,2020 and shall remain in effect until Augu st 1,2020 or until the order
is rescinded, whichever occurs first.

These prohibitions are in addition to the general prohibitions in 36 CFR part 261, Subpart A.
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Order Number 01-15-14-20-03

EXEMPTIONS:

Pursuant to 36 CFR $ 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this Order:

l) Persons with a special use authorization or other Forest Service authorization specifically
exempting them from the effect of this Order. 36 CFR g 261.50(e)(l).
4) Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force in the
performance of an official duty. 36 CFR $ 261.50(e)(a).

VIOLATION:

Violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an individual or $10,000 for
an organization, imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or both. (16 U.S.C. $ 551 and 18 U.S.C. $ 3559 and
3s7t).

INFORMATION:

Further information regarding this Order may be obtained at the Lincoln Ranger Office located in Lincoln,
Montana, (406) 362-7000, and at the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest Supervisor's Office located at
2880 Skyway Drive, Helena, Montana, (406) 449-5201.

Executed in Helena, Montana, this lgth day of May,2020

William Avey
Forest Supervisor
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Attachment A: Area Closure Map- Order No. 0l-1 5-14-20-03

Helena - Lewis and Clark National Forest

UBMC Area - 2020 Road Closure

Water Trealment Plant

FSR #l 81 5 Closed

FSR #4 087 Clo sed
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Assessment of Need and Enforcement Plan

1. Backsround:

The Upper Blackfoot Mining Complex (UBMC) is a state superfund facility located about l5 miles east of
Lincoln on the Lincoln Ranger District. Seeps from the tailings and waste rock dumps along with acid mine
drainage from old adits have contaminated surface water, sediments, soils and groundwater. Additional
contamination exists due to the 1975 dam failure that washed metals-laden tailings down the Beartrap Creek
drainage and into the upper Blackfoot River.

The Montana DEQ has led cleanup efforts in coordination with the United States Forest Service and Montana
Natural Resource Damage Program over the past several years. The primary goal of the cleanup is to remove
approximately 1 million cubic yards of tailings and mine waste to protect human health and the environment.
This protection will be accomplished by minimizing direct contact with contaminants and limiting migration
and mobility of contaminants within the environment. The UBMC, also known as the Heddleston District, is an
inactive mining district which was mined intermittently from 1889 to the 1950s and explored intermittently up
to the present.

The main mine workings at the UBMC are the Mike Horse, Anaconda, Carbonate, Edith, Mary P, and
Paymaster mines and a tailings impoundment on Beartrap Creek. Tailings are the materials created during the
processing of the ore rock. The historic mining and exploration activities in this area have resulted in numerous
tailings and waste rock dumps. Erosion from the tailings and waste rock dumps along with acidic seeps and
mine drainage from old adits have contaminated surface water, sediments, soils and groundwater. Additional
contamination exists due to the 1975 tailings impoundment failure that washed metal-laden tailings down the
Beartrap Creek drainage and into the upper Blackfoot River.

2. Intent ofSubpart B order:

The intent of the following order is to protect public safety by restricting access on Forest Service Roads (FSR)
#4087 (a portion of Mike Horse Road) and FSR #1815, due to ongoing heavy equipment operations associated
with these reclamation & restoration activities.

3. Enforcement:

Enforcement of the closure forest order will be a combination of signing, public information, personal contacts
and law enforcement actions. The following summarizes the enforcement goals with respect to this closure
order:

The goal will be to ensure that people are informed of the closure order. This will initially be
promulgated through contacts and information releases before the special order goes into effect.

LEO's & FPO's will endeavor to enforce the order through patrols and contacts when available to do so
Enforcement with a warning or citation will be at the discretion of the Law Enforcement Officer or
Forest Protection Officer.
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