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The Rio Grande NF makes numerous adjustments to operations in response to COVID-19 outbreak 

By Dan Dallas 

 

This is an unprecedented time we are experiencing, and yet, while still very dynamic in nature, the 

situation is not changing as rapidly as it did in March. This is not an indicator that our pace has slowed, 

however. As the RGNF leans into providing increased virtual services, we are contributing to the greater 

effort in the San Luis Valley, the state of Colorado and, in fact, the nation by reducing and possibly 

eliminating potential transfer mechanisms for the virus. Through this, we are supporting an extensive 

effort to minimize the impacts and spread of COVID-19. 

As we work through this situation, the health and safety of our employees and the public is our number 

one priority. Our mission critical work, such as improving the condition of the forest, suppressing 

wildfires and other public service responsibilities, continues uninterrupted. We are providing virtual 

information services through our office phone systems and online at 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande. Our front-line attendants are still answering phones, directing 

callers to specialists as needed, and continuing to provide information services. While the RGNF may 

have to conduct business a bit differently than in the past, continuing our service during this time is very 

important. I encourage visitors to continue to contact our offices as normal. 

As you may know, other operational changes have occurred within the past month. First, the RGNF has 

temporarily closed all developed recreation sites and is asking visitors to maintain group sizes no greater 

than 10 individuals and to stay at least 6 feet away from other users. While all trails, trailheads and 

parking facilities remain open, trail users must adhere to social distancing and COVID-19 prevention 

orders and guidelines issued by local, state and federal authorities. Currently, many road access points 

to the national forest are closed during the “mud-season.” Please be aware of current forest limitations 

and follow Leave No Trace guidelines. Overall, trails and roads remain open for use on the National 

Forest, but visitors should come prepared for very limited services. Law enforcement and/or search and 

rescue operations may be delayed due to limited staffing. High risk or backcountry activities that may 

increase your chance of injury or distress should be avoided. 

Second, fire restrictions are now in place in the entire Rocky Mountain Region, of which the RGNF is a 

part. USDA Forest Service officials are providing recreation opportunities where possible. Protecting and 

keeping employees, the public, and our communities safe from the virus and unwanted human-caused 

wildfires is our number one priority. These fire restrictions will prevent the drawdown of fire and 

medical resources to unwanted human-caused wildfires. Efforts are in place to ensure firefighter safety 

while maintaining quick response to wildfires and efficient management of incidents. 

You’ve heard it so many times before, this truly is a difficult time we are experiencing, and while it might 

take a little longer, we will get through this. For now, let’s remember all the positive attributes the San 

Luis Valley and the RGNF offer us and our visitors. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande


I know I speak for many of my employees when I say, we are proud to be a part of these amazing 

communities. I think we’ll find that when this is over, we’ll be stronger and more connected to each 

other and our Rio Grande National Forest. 

Dan Dallas has been the Rio Grande National Forest Supervisor since 2007. 


