
 
 

What do you do with the Forest Service? 

Fisheries Biologist, 30 years; my position is 
zoned between two districts so I am a shared 
resource for these two administrative units on the 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF.   

A large part of my work entails providing input to 
environmental documents so the Forest is 
compliant with environmental laws. All activities 
done on the Forest or proposed to be done by us 
or other people go through a review by various 
resource areas to consider the impacts those 
activities may have on those resources. For me, I 
consider the effects of these actions on fishery 
resources. I work more closely with the 

hydrologist, as effects to water quality and quantity may affect fish. For many projects we write 
about these effects to share with the general and interested public, and so the decision-maker 
can make an informed decision about whether or how to proceed with an action. 

A related aspect is writing about the potential effects of these actions on federally listed fish. A 
separate report may be needed to “consult” with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service to specifically address the three fish species on the MBS 
listed under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

Water flows downhill and is part of a larger watershed. Certain fish swim upstream from the 
ocean through the lowlands to reach spawning habitats on the Forest to breed. Coordinating 
with other stakeholders in our watersheds to improve fish and fish habitats is both an interesting 
and important part of what I do, too. The Forest Service is a land management agency, and 
while we do not manage the fish themselves, we are not alone in managing the streams that they 
need. Improving fish habitats either indirectly through helping ensure projects consider and 
minimize effects on aquatic resources, or more directly through aquatic projects having direct 
benefits such as adding wood jams to create rearing and spawning areas, both matter. In 
cooperation with partners we improve conditions for fish, including increasing access for 
migrating fish to habitats above barriers such as where roads cross streams, and addressing 
road-related sediments from Forest roads near streams occupied by fish. 
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Environmental education is also a part of my job, connecting youth and adults alike to 
environmental concepts and stewardship activities, informing people about what the Forest 
Service does, and sharing information about what a career as a Forest Service fisheries biologist 
may entail. 

What are the broader goals of your work?  Why 
does this work matter?  

A broader goal of my work as a fisheries biologist 
is to aid the recovery of federally listed fish 
species as related to habitat on the National 
Forest. Another goal is to foster an interest in the 
Forest Service and/or fisheries. Fish are part of an 
ecosystem that is interrelated and interdependent. 
An example is how the southern resident pod of 
killer whales prefer to eat Chinook. Helping to 

improve Chinook populations can help these killer whales. Salmon are also a source of 
nutrients. When they swim from the ocean to freshwater streams on the Forest then die after 
spawning, they bring nutrients specific to ocean environments that help give a boost to adjacent 
trees as their carcasses decay. 

What are the most enjoyable and/or rewarding aspects of your job?  What are the most 
challenging aspects? 

One of the most enjoyable and rewarding aspects of my job is to be able to see an aquatics 
project through to completion. For example, if I have an idea to improve fish habitat, then 
successfully seek funding and partners, then the project goes through the environmental process 
with a decision to proceed, then the project gets designed, contracted, and implemented (and 
monitored). (Even more gratifying is if I have direct oversight of the work.) This process can 
take years, and often there are hiccups along the way that impede or prevent full 
implementation, so this is also a challenging aspect. Another challenge is trying to do what you 
can given constraints we have on available time, staffing, and funding. 

Where did your journey to becoming a Fisheries Biologist begin?  What interests or 
experiences led you to pursue this work? 

While in college studying biology and thinking I wanted to be a wildlife biologist, the Forest 
Service came to recruit for various positions and I was offered an internship position in 
fisheries. My coursework did not need to be adjusted much, and the internship would be 
completed during summers while I was working toward my degree. Once I completed the 
internship I was likely to end up with a permanent position (though no guarantees). I did not 
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initially know about nor want to be a fisheries biologist. I grew up in a small city, and one of my 
favorite activities was to go to a local lake and feed the ducks. My family did not spend time 
outdoors hiking or camping, and it was through going to the zoo, aquarium and park, and 
watching nature shows on television that fostered my love for animals and my desire to become 
a wildlife biologist. Actually, I wanted to become a marine biologist, but I got motion sick fairly 
easily so thought it better to stay on land. Once I completed my internship I was converted to a 
permanent employee.  

Is yours a career where the work changes significantly as you advance professionally? 

As an intern I was in a professional job series, but certainly in the beginning I did more data 
collection, which became more report-writing as I advanced. Some supervision came with the 
position, which wasn’t specifically supervisory, and while I do not have a budget to manage, I 
do have some flexibility in how I spend my time. 

Is there anything else you considered doing at another point in your career, or are still 
considering?  What are some related positions in your field that require similar background 
or experience?   

In my career I have considered working in fisheries for a state agency that was more hands-on 
with the fish themselves. I have considered regulatory agencies (such as U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and National Marine Fisheries Service). I’ve also considered a position in Civil Rights, 
but that was unrelated to my fisheries position. Related positions include Environmental 
Coordinator, because they coordinate environmental documents for which I had experience 
writing the fisheries sections, and they often lead interdisciplinary teams, which I also did for 
certain projects. A less-related position is in the Grants and Agreements field. I have applied for 
and received many grants over the years, and am somewhat familiar with the G&A process, so 
that could be a possibility. Other positions that I decided not to pursue are Fisheries Program 
Manager, which is certainly a next step for someone at my level wanting to move up in the 
agency, and beyond that is Ecosystem Staff Officer, which benefits from knowledge/experience 
of several resource areas. Headed into upper management, a fisheries biologist can also become 
a District Ranger. Beyond that there are options I’m not going to get into. The Forest Service 
also has opportunities for people to detail into related or non-related positions within their home 
unit or away at other units, to gain experience. 

What skillsets or strengths are valued in your field?  What kind of person would you 
encourage to consider pursuing a career in Fisheries Biology? 

Generally speaking, I think technical credibility is good (knowledge of the resource and its 
requirements), knowledge of/experience with the environmental and ESA consultation 
processes, of the grants and agreements process, contracting is good experience to have, and 



working with others is important. Perhaps I strayed from the intent of the first part of the 
question. I would encourage someone with a passion for fish and the environment/natural 
resources to pursue a career in fisheries. Since the Forest Service is a land management agency, 
someone who loves fish and wants to do all things (with fish) should consider WA State Fish 
and Wildlife.  

Do you have any advice for someone who is interested in pursuing a career similar to yours? 
Any recommendations about undergraduate programs, relevant internships or entry-level 
opportunities?   Thinking back on your own career path, would you recommend doing 
anything differently?   

I would recommend someone to follow their passion, as it will lead to a more fulfilling career. 
Consider your potential pathway and the type of job you want now versus in the future. 
However, if you focus on the now, there will often be opportunities for training once you have a 
position, too. You may want to focus on a particular resource, such as fisheries, or you may 
wish to have a broader undergraduate program. My degree was actually in biology, with a minor 
in fisheries and wildlife. My advisor suggested I stay in the biology program because it would 
in theory make me suited for a larger variety of jobs than just wildlife (or fisheries). The Forest 
Service, as all federal jobs, uses the job classification requirements at OPM.gov, and this can be 
a guide for what coursework to include beyond your major. The FS and other agencies/groups 
have internships. I’m currently learning more about the Student Conservation Association, 
which can provide many valuable experiences and contacts. In this area, the state provides some 
funding for salmon enhancement groups. Intern and volunteer opportunities exist through those. 
Some of the local conservation districts also do salmon habitat-related work and also host 
volunteer activities. Seasonal positions as a fisheries technician (biological technician-fisheries 
with the Forest Service are not uncommon, but may not be in your favorite geographic area.  
  

 

  

 

  

 


