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Ground Rules

• Purpose of monthly update is for the Revision Team to 
provide information and for the public to ask questions. 

• Phones will be placed in listen-only mode until the Q&A 
portion of the call to reduce background interference. 

• Time will be available at the end of the call to ask questions. 
• Please contact us after the call if you have further questions. 



Agenda
• Final Assessment Release 
Wildlife SCC and Wilderness Evaluation Process

• Preliminary Need to Change 
• Public Engagement Opportunities 
• New Regional Forester for Region 9 
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Final Assessment Release

• The Assessment and supplemental 
reports will be released in mid-July

• All documents will be available on our 
planning webpage

• Documents will include a summary of 
substantial edits completed between draft 
and final 

• The At-Risk Species Supplemental Report 
will include the potential species of 
conservation concern for both wildlife and 
plants



Species of Conservation Concern
• The Regional Forester identifies the species of 

conservation concern for the plan area in 
coordination with the Forest Supervisor 

• The potential species of conservation concern were 
determined after review of hundreds of plant and 
wildlife species, and applying the criteria outlined in 
the Forest Service Handbook (1909.12 section 
21.22b)

• Ultimately, the responsible official for the species of 
conservation concern is the Regional Forester

• Public review and input is an integral part of this 
process 



Species of Conservation Concern
• While the Regional Forester has determined 

the potential species of conservation list, the 
list may change based on new scientific 
information 

• If you have best available scientific 
information about a species that may indicate 
a species should be added or removed from 
the species of conservation concern list, let 
us know 

• Because this process in ongoing throughout 
the plan revision, we are asking that your 
feedback input be sent to our email address, 
wayneplanrevision@usda.gov or by calling 
us at 740-753-0555. 



Species of Conservation Concern
If you believe that a particular species should be 
considered a species of conservation concern, we 
ask that you follow the steps below:
1. Review the process used for identification and 

determination of the species of conservation 
concern.

2. Thoroughly review the full list of species that 
were initially identified for further consideration. 

3. Provide evidence to support your reasoning 
such as new occurrence data or information on 
emerging threats or ecological conditions that 
has been validated or subject to peer review.

4. Use the worksheet provided on our website to 
assist in your documentation for submission. 



Wilderness Evaluation
• The wilderness recommendation process 

includes four steps: inventory, evaluation, 
analysis, and recommendation. 

• The first phase (inventory) was conducted in 
conjunction with the assessment phase of the 
forest plan revision process. 

• Before moving into the evaluation phase, we 
are seeking public input on the process for 
evaluating the 38 parcels identified through the 
inventory phase. 

• The proposed process will be available on our 
website when the final assessment is released. 
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Preliminary Need to Change 
• After the release of the final assessment, the forest plan revision team will 

work towards release of the preliminary need to change document.
• The preliminary need to change will be informed by the assessment and 

will identify areas of the existing plan that need to be updated or changed. 
• The need to change the plan will give focus to the planning process, help 

define the proposed action, purpose and need, and act as a decision 
framework for the environmental analysis related to the planning process. 

• There may be additional topics, ideas, and information that need to be 
incorporated into the new plan that are not addressed in the need to 
change, but this document is important to round up and capture 
information collected so far in order to start moving towards building the 
revised plan. 



Preliminary Need to Change 

• The public will be invited to submit input on the preliminary need 
to change the plan 
Public comments are used to improve the need to change the plan
 The topics and concerns considered can be broadened or reduced as 

needed
 The need to change the plan may support retaining existing plan 

direction as plan components as well as developing new plan 
components as appropriate

• The preliminary need to change document will be available on 
the website and an email will be sent when the document is 
posted
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Public Engagement during Plan Development

• A series of engagements will focus on developing the Wayne’s 
distinctive roles & contributions (to the local area, region, 
and Nation), and the roles for which the plan area is best suited. 
Later engagements will also focus on developing the plan 
component of desired conditions. 

• These engagements will use a combination of web-based tools, 
mailings, and traditional public engagement opportunities 
recognizing that not all stakeholders have access to online 
engagement tools, and yet we need to adapt our strategies to 
address public health and safety. 



Public Engagement during Plan Development

Public Engagement Opportunities during the first part of plan development include: 
1. Introductory Plan Development Engagement Webinar

• Focused on informing participants about engagement opportunities throughout 
the plan development phase, introducing the parameters that will guide the 
discussions, and setting expectations so that participants and the forest 
service know and understand what to expect when dedicating time and effort 
to engaging in the process. 

2. Listening Sessions
• Tentatively planned as online engagements, with the possibility of in-person 

as health and safety guidelines permit, these listening sessions will engage 
diverse groups of audiences, geographic units, and small groups in 
conversations about visions for the future of the national forest and the role 
the forest holds ecologically, socially, and economically in the local area, state, 
and nationally. 



Public Engagement during Plan Development

3. Mapped driving routes with field trips
• The plan revision team is working with others on the forest to put together a 

driving route (or perhaps three separate routes, one for each unit) that 
showcases important features and areas on the forest related to the plan 
revision process. The plan is to make that map available throughout the 
process and host a day where Forest Service employees will be at indicated 
stops to share more information about the stops. 

4. Fall School Engagement
• This involves both hosting a poster contest for elementary-aged children in 

surrounding school districts, as well as working with partners like Rural Action 
to provide curriculum materials to present at the Appalachian Green Teachers 
Conference in the fall. 



Outreach

A combination of outreach methods are needed given the challenges of 
virtual engagement (people with limited or no internet access or prior 
knowledge of how, why or where to connect). We want to encourage 
broad involvement and in the past we have used flyering, and other word-
of-mouth efforts. We plan to continue and expand those efforts, getting the 
word out through: 

• Social media, email, letters, and our website
• Use of partners and partner networks
• Use of public access television and radio announcements
• Keeping an updated calendar of events on our website and social 

media
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New Regional Forester, Eastern Region 

• On June 12, 2020, the Forest Service Chief 
announced the appointment of Gina Owens as 
Regional Forester for the Eastern Region.

• Owens previously served as the Deputy 
Regional Forester for the Pacific Northwest 
Region and was a Forest Supervisor on the 
Gifford Pinchot NF. She comes with more than 
30 years of agency experience across the 
country. 

• The Regional Forester plays a key role in 
providing guidance during plan revision and is 
the Responsible Official for determining the 
Species of Conservation Concern



Questions? 



Where to find more information 
• We keep current information on the plan 

revision process on our website
• Please call or email with any questions: 
 740-753-0555
 wayneplanrevision@usda.gov

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/wayne/landmanagement/planning/?cid=FSEPRD591610
mailto:wayneplanrevision@usda.gov


Contact Information 
Wayne National Forest Webpage
www.fs.usda.gov/wayne
 Sign up for email alerts
 Find information on public meetings
 Contact the revision team

Email: 
WaynePlanRevision@usda.gov

Phone: (740) 753-0555

Mail: 
Wayne National Forest 
Supervisor’s Office
c/o Forest Plan Revision Team
13700 US Highway 33
Nelsonville, OH 45764

http://www.fs.usda.gov/wayne
mailto:WaynePlanRevision@usda.gov
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