
 
 

What do you do with the Forest 
Service? 
 
I’ve been a wildlife biologist at the 
District or Zone level with the Forest 
Service for 20 years, and I’ve worked 
on  National Forests in California, 
Washington and Alaska.  
 
What got you interested in this field? 
 
Can you share about your career path 
up until this point? 
When I was in high school, I had no 
idea this kind of career was a 
possibility.  At the time, the wildlife 
jobs I knew about were like the ones 
you’d see on TV.  Not the kind of thing 
I thought would be available to me.  
But I knew I liked being outside and 
that I wanted to work outside.  That was enough to kind of propel me towards a college that specialized in 
natural resources—Humboldt State in northern California.  Even then, it took being exposed to the different 
disciplines to start narrowing down my interests.  After taking a few classes in forestry, fish biology, botany, 
and wildlife biology, I realized I was really drawn to wildlife.  
 
It took a few more years after college to drill down to what aspect of wildlife I wanted to be involved with.  I 
explored a lot of different jobs working with different agencies and organizations, including a lot of seasonal 
jobs.  I worked for university research groups, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, and the Forest Service.  I even worked as a private consultant for a few seasons.  
 
There’s different directions you can take in wildlife, including enforcement, research, and management.  My 
ability to move around and take different jobs with different agencies and organizations throughout my career—
in addition to being really fun and exposing me to different experiences—allowed me to have a broader 
perspective in the more management-focused role that I have now.  
 
What does being a wildlife biologist look like in the day-to-day? 
 
In those early years as a wildlife technician, ninety-plus percent of my time was spent outside doing field work. 
Working in northern California, I remember going out early in the morning or late at night and hooting for 
spotted owls. I would sit there under the trees and watch them.  I’d put a mouse out to see what they would do, 
and they would either eat it or take it back to their nest.  
 
When I was volunteering on a wolf research project in Montana, we would drive around looking for wolf sign.  
I’d help when they caught them, and we’d put a radio collar on them, and then follow them around to see how 
much they moved and where they went.  I got to fly in planes and track the wolves from planes or from the 
truck. I also followed their tracks through the snow. I mean, it was amazing.  
 
I know it’s easy to look back fondly and nostalgically on old memories.  But it really was pretty magical.  
Learning so much about the animals and observing them – I think that’s what I really loved.  There was no 
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question to me at that point, I was just like, “This is what I want to do.  I just need how to figure out how to 
make a living.”  
 
How does that compare to your role now? What do you see as the broader goals of your work as a wildlife 
biologist with the Forest Service? 
 
As a land management agency, the Forest Service is responsible for making short- and long-term decisions 
about potential tradeoffs between resources.  Whether that’s balancing recreation opportunities for the public, 
providing timber for the economy, protecting overall habitat, or managing for clean water.  
 
I’m responsible for evaluating the potential effects of Forest Service actions on wildlife – especially endangered 
or sensitive species.  My job is to ensure that those making the decisions have the best information possible 
regarding potential impacts to wildlife.  My job also involves recommending ways to lessen negative impacts 
and identifying where special status species are located on the forest so that we have opportunities to restore 
their habitat wherever possible.  
 
What are the most enjoyable aspects of your job? Most challenging?  
 
Most enjoyable part of my job, without a doubt, is when I can get out in the woods and work directly with the 
species—observing them, working in their habitat, and seeing those rare glimpses of nature that you can only 
experience by being out there. 
 
Conflicts between resources, as I alluded earlier with management and decision-making, can be really 
challenging. Especially when they’re contentious debates of one resource area over another where wildlife is 
impacted.   
  

It can be rewarding though too, if you have the potential for conflict but are able to work through it as a team—
as people coming from different perspectives.  If you’re able to acknowledge that you’re making hard choices 
but doing it in a collaborative way, it can be rewarding.  
 
Do you have any advice or insights for someone interested in exploring a career in wildlife biology? 
 
Be patient.  Be persistent in terms of finding jobs and having to apply a lot. Be flexible with where you’re 
willing to go and what positions you’re willing to take.  Be able to recognize the need to get your foot in the 
door and get experience.  
 
And don’t get dispirited. It does take time. It took me—partially by choice—7 or 8 years as a seasonal before 
landing a permanent position.  But using that time to explore different positions can really be informative and 
tell you what you like to do, what you don’t like to do, and which agencies and organizations you do and don’t 
like working for.  
 
Second, there’s always a balance between career advancement opportunities and the actual outdoor work that 
you do.  It affects everybody, but as you climb the career ladder, understand that you might quickly find 
yourself straying from the stuff you got into the career for – the stuff you really love.  So appreciate in the 
moment those seasonal positions where you do the cool stuff because when you get to permanent positions like 
mine, you have more responsibility, job security and income, but there are those trade-offs.  
 
Lastly, for the up-and-coming folks, there’s a real opportunity and need for people who can anticipate the 
challenges that are coming–climate change and the ever-growing human population--and get ahead of those 
issues as they pertain to wildlife. A lot of students now are focusing on sustainability and climate science within 
their degrees, and I think that’s going to be helpful to have an understanding of those things.  Also, knowing 
how to leverage emerging technologies to better understand and solve issues. 


