
 
 
What do you do with the Forest Service?  

I am a Realty Specialist.  Generally speaking, I purchase land so 
that it becomes a part of the National Forest.  Besides purchasing, 
I also work on land exchanges, acceptance of land donations, and 
sometimes even selling underutilized Forest Service facilities like 
houses.   

What does your day-to-day look like? 

A typical day is spent in the office.  Before a property is acquired 
by the Forest Service, a lot of research and documentation must 
be done to ensure that the property is a good fit.  Often times, 
research is done online, but trips to county offices to search 
through archived records is sometimes needed.  I also physically 
inspect each property, so I spend time in the woods too!  

I work with appraisers, surveyors, title companies, attorneys, 
conservation non-profits, private landowners, biologists, and 
officials in other government agencies.     

What are the broader goals of your work as a Realty 
Specialist, or your research? 

The broader goal is to create land ownership patterns that make sense.  When private land sits in the middle of 
the National Forest, there can be issues with road, timber, fire, and wildlife management.  Acquiring these 
“inholdings” consolidates the Forest in a way that benefits the environment and all of us who enjoy public 
lands.   

Could you talk a little bit about how you got to where you are now, career-wise? What led you to pursue 
a career in public lands? 

I got an associate’s degree in community college, and felt drawn to earth sciences.  When I moved on to the 
University of Washington, I began working towards a BS in Environmental Science and Resource Management.  
I did not start out with a plan to work for a public land management agency.  But I had an opportunity to 
interview for, and got, an internship with the Forest Service during my senior year.  I began learning about the 
complexities of managing the many different activities that take place on the National Forest.  After graduation, 
I was offered a job doing permitting for many of those different activities – recreation events, powerlines, 
commercial filming, research stations, roads, communication towers, and lots more. After that, I moved into the 
land adjustment work that I do now.    

After 11 years with the Forest Service, I often think back to how I said when I was younger that I wanted my 
office to be a park.  It appears that has come true! 

So you went straight from college to working in Special Uses?  

Yes.  My internship consisted of going back and forth between coursework and working for the Forest Service.  
The program was set up so that once I completed a certain number of hours working and graduated, I qualified 
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to be placed into a job.  I went straight into Special Uses the summer 
after graduation.  I was excited to get my career started and didn’t even 
take time off!  

Why is this work important to you? 

This work is important to me because it creates what I see as positive, 
lasting change.  The land acquired by the Forest Service is meant to 
benefit everyone.  It creates opportunities for recreation, protection of 
the environment, management efficiencies, and much more. 

What are the most enjoyable aspects of your job?  

One of the most enjoyable parts of my job is going out into the field to 
physically inspect properties.  I find myself in some really beautiful and 
remote places that I never would have seen otherwise.   

I also really enjoy the people I work with.  Whether it is coworkers, 
people who work for non-profit conservation organizations, private 
landowners, or those who work for other government agencies.  I 
interact with a lot of passionate and knowledgeable people.   

And of course finishing a large project is always very rewarding.  It can be a few years from the start of a 
project until the day the deed to the United States is made official.   

And then on the other side, what’s the most challenging part of your job?  

Some projects can become quite complex, with hard to solve issues.  It can be difficult to keep all of the moving 
parts going in the right direction at the same time!  Though these challenges are also what make the work 
interesting, and in the end I will have gained a lot of new experiences.   

Do you have any words of advice for someone wanting to get started with the Forest Service? 

Be open minded and adaptable.  An opportunity to join the Forest Service may not look like what you expect, 
but there are a lot of opportunities to move around within the agency and try new things.  You can start with one 
kind of job and end up with a varied career that you would not have foreseen.  Adaptability and patience with 
the sometimes lengthy processes are also valuable skills when starting a career with a large government agency 
like the Forest Service. 

Are there any concrete ways you’d recommend to get your foot in the door with the Forest Service?  

I was lucky enough to have the internship that afforded me a direct and minimally competitive way into the 
Forest Service.  The Resource Assistant program is a similar pathway that I would recommend.  I would also 
recommend, while looking for job opportunities, learning the difference between the types of job appointments.  
For example, there are major benefits to starting your career in a “professional series” versus a “technical 
series.”  These types of differences affect your ability to apply for jobs throughout your career.   
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