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Cedar Pass Campground revived through creative partnership 
Great things are happening at Modoc’s Cedar Pass Campground. This quaint campground located in the 
Warner Mountains below Hwy 299 on the west slopes of Cedar Pass was slated for decommissioning by the 
Forest Service more than 10 years ago. Picnic tables, fire pits and signs were pulled, a gate was closed, 
barriers were installed and the site was essentially abandoned. 

Extensive storm damage in early 2019 washed out 
the road crossing and left the main western loop 
inaccessible to vehicles. The site was all but 
completely decommissioned. Nearby residents 
worried about fire danger. 

Then, something special happened. Community 
feedback started to catch the ears of District III 
County Supervisor Kathie Rhoads, and stories of 
family campouts and picnics started to surface that 
demonstrated the heritage and local importance of 
the campground. After input from the local Modoc 
Recreation Working Group collaborative, District 
Ranger Lisa Spahr made the decision to change 
course and open and restore the campground. 

The Modoc National Forest engineering crew utilized 
California State Parks OHV grant funding to complete 
major repairs in 2019, fixing the stream crossing and 
getting the roads in shape for vehicles. Then additional 
partnerships were included to continue supporting 
renovation into 2020. 

Currently, Modoc County 
Public Works and 
Sherriff’s departments 
have teamed up with the 
Modoc National Forest 
and The Alliance for 
Workforce Development. Adding the help of a Justice Assistance Grant (JAG), 
workers are now clearing vegetation, felling hazard trees and removing slash. 
Plans are also in the mix to place rock on parking areas and paths, repair the 
toilets, replace signage and provide new amenities including picnic tables 
and fire pits. 

This work is expected to continue into 2021 and is dependent on funding and 
workforce availability. The Forest Service intends to keep this as a free-use 

site for the near future. With the help of partners and volunteers, hopefully this Modoc National Forest gem 
will remain available for future generations of campers and picnickers and this example of effective 
partnerships can be used to revive other beautiful-but-overlooked destinations in Modoc County. 
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