
 
Use of Metal Detectors on the National Forest Service 

 
Detectors used in searching for treasure trove, locating historical and pre-historical artifacts and features 
require a Special Use Permit. 
 

 Recreational Detecting        
Searching for coins or recent vintage (less than 50 years) and small objects having no historical value, as a 
recreational pursuit, using a hand-held metal detector, does not currently require a Special Use Permit as long 
the use of the equipment is confined to areas which do not possess historic or prehistoric resources and does 
not interfere with another visitor’s legitimate activities.  
 

 Treasure Trove                
The search of treasure trove, which is defined as money, unmounted gems, or precious metals in the form of 
coin, plate or bullion that has been deliberately hidden with the intention of recovering it later is an activity 
which is regulated by the Forest Service.  Searching for treasure trove has the potential of causing 
considerable disturbance and damage to resources and thus requires a Special Use Permit from the Forest 
Service.  Methods utilized for treasure trove must be specified in the permits issued.  Permits may not be 
granted in each and every case, but applications will be reviewed with attention being paid to the justification 
given and guarantees for the restoration of any damages that might occur to resources.  The use of metal 
detectors in searching for treasure trove is permissible when under this type of permit, but must be kept 
within the conditions of the permit. 

 Historic / Prehistoric / Archeological Artifacts       
The use of metal detectors to locate objects of historic, pre-historic or archeological value is permissible 
subject to the provisions of the Antiquities Act of 1906, the Archeological Resources Preservation Act of 1979, 
Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of 2009 and the Secretary of Agriculture’s regulations.  Such use 
requires a Special Use Permit covering the exploration, excavation or removal of historic archeological 
materials and information.  Such permits are available for legitimate historical research activities by qualified 
individuals.  Unauthorized use of metal detectors in the search of historic and archeological artifacts is a 
violation of existing regulations and statues. 
  



 

 Mineral Deposits               
The use of a metal detector to locate mineral deposits such as gold and silver on National Forest System lands 
is considered prospecting and is subject to the provisions of the General Mining Law of 1872.  Questions 
concerning the use of metal detection equipment should be referred to the applicable District Office.  
 
Additional information can be obtained from:   
Bradshaw Ranger District 
(928)443-8000 
 

Verde Ranger District 
(928)567-4121 
 

Chino Valley Ranger District 
(928)777-2200 

 
 
TO REPORT FOREST EMERGENCIES   928-777-5700 
TO REPORT ANY OTHER EMERGENCIES  911 


