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MULDOON FIRE UPDATE
August 20, 2020
The Central Idaho Dispatch Zone is at VERY HIGH Fire Danger.
Currently, No FIRE RESTRICTIONS on the Salmon-Challis National Forest
On InciWeb @ https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6984/
Date of Detection: August 16, 2020
Current Size: 374 acres
Containment: 55%
Location: 20 miles southwest of Mackay; Lost River Ranger District
Cause: Unknown/under investigation
Fuels: Timber (lodgepole pine and fir)
Resources on Fire: 98 personnel
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CURRENT STATUS: A local Type Ill organization is managing the fire. Firefighters continue to make good progress; the
Muldoon Fire is now 55% contained. Fire activity was moderate yesterday, with the fire creeping and smoldering with
single tree torching. Firefighters continue to construct line using assistance from aircraft to cool the fire’s edge as
needed and are working to tie the line into natural barriers. On the east side of the fire, handcrews have tied into
natural features and continue to hold and improve the line with the support of air resources. Firefighters conducted a
burnout yesterday on the south and west part of the fire to pull the fireline away from avalanche debris.

Firefighter and public safety is the primary objective for the fire. The fire is in rugged terrain with presence of
numerous snags. Today, firefighters will continue to hold and reinforce the fireline. Crews continue to progress into
the higher elevations of the fire. Aerial resources will continue to support the crews as the potential for roll-out
increases in the higher elevations. On the northern portion of the fire, the primary fueltype is subalpine fir which has
a large dead and down component with numerous snags. It is unsafe in this area for firefighters to directly engage the
fire therefore for firefighter safety, a sprinkler system will be set up today on this part of the fire to assist with cooling
the fire’s edge.

WEATHER: Near critical winds and minimum relative humidity will develop this afternoon. There is a low-end chance
of an isolated thunderstorm this afternoon and early evening as well. Dry and hot conditions will build into the region
by this weekend with high haines conditions. Poor air quality will develop across the region due to area fires.

CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS: No closures are in place for the Muldoon Fire. If you are recreating near an ongoing
wildfire suppression operation, please keep your distance - do not congregate in the area and allow the firefighters to
do their job safely and efficiently.

Interagency fire management officials in east-central Idaho will begin Stage 1 fire restrictions, effective at one minute
after midnight (12:01 AM) tomorrow, August 21, 2020. The Central Idaho Fire Restrictions Area encompasses all
Forest Service lands (outside of the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness and Jim McClure Jerry Peak
Wilderness) within the Salmon-Challis National Forest. Don’t forget it is your responsibility to maintain and extinguish
your campfire to prevent wildfires. Remember, if it is too hot to touch, it is too hot to leave; pour water and add dirt
to your campfire until it is cold. One spark is all it takes to start a wildfire.
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