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Custer Gallatin Plan Revision Objection Process – Frequently Asked 
Questions 
 
The purpose of this document is to briefly answer questions we’ve heard regarding the objection 
process and relevant pre-decisional administrative review (objection) regulations. We will continue to 
update this document in response to additional questions from the public. 

Question: Am I eligible to object if I haven’t commented on the plan revision before the 
objection period? 

Answer: No, individuals or organizations wishing to object to a plan revision must have submitted 
“substantive formal comments related to the plan revision during opportunities for public comment” 
(36 CFR 219.53(a)) to be eligible to object to the plan decision. 

Question: What is a substantive formal comment? 
Answer: Substantive formal comments are defined as “written comments submitted to, or oral 
comments recorded by, the responsible official or his designee during an opportunity for public 
participation provided during the planning process, and attributed to the individual or entity 
providing them.  Comments are considered substantive when they are within the scope of the 
proposal, are specific to the proposal, have a direct relationship to the proposal, and include 
supporting reasons for the responsible official to consider” (36 CFR 219.62). 

Question: Am I eligible to object if I attended a public meeting during the plan revision 
process? 

Answer: No, just attending a public meeting does not fulfil the requirements for eligibility. If you 
provided written comments during the meeting, or the Forest or Grassland formally recorded oral 
comments during the meeting, you would be eligible. 

Question: Am I eligible to object if I didn’t submit comments, but an organization that I 
am a member of did? 

Answer: Not unless you also submitted your own comments independently as an individual. 
Individuals must have submitted a separate comment under their own name to be eligible to object. 
Comments from organizations that include lists of their members’ names do not grant eligibility to 
those individuals.  
 
The regulations state “Formal comments received from an authorized representative(s) of an entity 
are considered those of the entity only. Individual members of that entity do not meet objection 
eligibility requirements solely based on membership in an entity. A member or an individual must 
submit substantive formal comments independently to be eligible to file an objection in an individual 
capacity.” (36 CFR 219.53(b)).  
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Question: Am I eligible to object if I signed a petition or added my name and address to 
comments submitted by an organization? 

Answer: No. As noted above, and individual must have submitted formal comments independently to 
be eligible to file an objection. 

Question: I submitted a comment at some point during the plan revision process. Why 
was my objection set aside? 

Answer: There are several cases were the Reviewing Official is required to set aside objections even if 
the objector has been engaged in the revision process: 

1. You may have submitted a comment outside of one of the formal comment periods (36 CFR 
219.53(a), 219.54(b)(4), and 219.55(a)(3)).  
Formal comment periods for the Custer Gallatin plan revision included: 

a. Assessment Feedback:  11/30/2016 to 1/6/2017 
b. Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Process:  1/31/2017 to 3/3/2017 
c. Draft Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers Feedback:  7/12 2017 to 8/12/2017   
d. Wilderness Inventory Feedback: 7/12/2017 to 8/12/2017  
e. Proposed Action: 1/3/2018 to 3/5/2018 
f. Draft Environmental Impact Statement: 3/1/2019 to 6/6/2019 

2. Your objection might not have a clear connection to the issues raised in your previous 
comments (36 CFR 219.54(c)(7) and 219.55(a)(4)).  For example, if an individual submitted a 
comment during one of the formal comment periods about plan direction for trails in 
designated wilderness, then objected to plan direction for managing bison, the Reviewing 
Official would have to set this objection aside because the objection is not based on the 
previously submitted comment (36 CFR 219.52(a)). However, as indicted in the previous 
question and answer, your issue may still be reviewed if an eligible objector submits a similar 
objection issue. 

3. Your objection might not include the required minimum content (36 CFR 219.54(c) and 
219.55(a)(7)). Objections must clearly state what part of the plan the objection applies to and 
how the proposed plan decision may be improved. General statements such as “Protect the 
environment” do not identify a clear issue with the plan revision, nor suggest how the plan 
decision may be improved. Thus, the reviewing officer must set the objection aside from review. 

Question: If my objection was set aside, does this mean that my objection issues will not 
be reviewed? 

Answer: Not necessarily. Often an objection issue is raised by numerous objectors, and as long as one 
of those objectors provided a substantive formal comment linked to the issue, the Reviewing Official 
will review it. This is typically the case with form letter objections because in most cases, the 
organization providing the objection text for their members is an eligible objector. A list of preliminary 
objection issues for the Custer Gallatin National Forest 2020 Land Management Plan was posted 
online at https://www.fs.usda.gov/land/custergallatin/landmanagement. The final objection response 
to these issues will also be posted online once complete. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/land/custergallatin/landmanagement
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Question: Where can I find the land management planning objection regulations cited in 
the answers above?  

Answer: The land management regulations can be found online at www.ecfr.gov by browsing for Title 
36 CFR, Part 219, Subpart B – Pre-Decisional Administrative Review Process, referred to here as the 
objection process. This subpart describes who may file an objection to a plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision, and the responsibilities of the participants in the objection. 

 

http://www.ecfr.gov/
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