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From:     Dean A Gould, Forest Supervisor 

  
  

This document explains my rationale and the regulatory basis for implementing an Order closing 
specified recreation sites and trails within the Sierra National Forest, as described in the Order 
and shown on the attached map. The purpose of Forest Order No. 05-15-00-20-23 is to provide 
for public safety due the unprecedented number of hazard trees present, erosion damage and the 
associated risks of both.  This Order will be effective from December 10, 2020, through January 
6, 2021. I will consider terminating the prohibition if conditions change.  
 
In January and February 2017, the Sierra National Forest received heavy rain, snow, and winds 
that resulted in significant fallen trees. Furthermore, in July 2018, the Ferguson Fire resulted in a 
large burn area of the Merced River Canyon, impacting roads and trails with significant erosion. 
Although the Forest has been addressing damage to National Forest System trails and developed 
recreation sites where possible, the Forest Trail No. 19E200 (Hites Cove OHV Trail) must 
remain closed.  
 
Due to the large volume of tree mortality in the areas addressed by the Order, the use of the 
Gigantea Campground and Crane Valley Group Campground will remain closed to protect the 
public from the risk of hazards associated with occupancy in direct proximity of dead trees, 
which have the potential to fall, leading to property damage and/or injury. Furthermore, the 
Jerseydale Campground, with hazard trees already mitigated, continues to undergo construction 
operations, including heavy equipment use which creates a hazard to the public, and therefore 
continues to require a closure. Closure of these developed recreation sites and trail segments will 
be accomplished with signs and barricades. 
 
This Order supersedes Forest Order No. 05-15-00-20-21 which prohibited the use of the Forest 
Trail No. 19E200 (Hites Cove OHV Trail), Jerseydale Campground, Gigantea Campground and 
the Crane Valley Group Campground. Forest Order No. 05-15-00-20-23 will continue the 
closure of the Hites Cove OHV Trail until the trail is repaired and safe for public use. 
Furthermore, the Gigantea and Crane Valley Campgrounds will remain closed per this Order 
until hazard trees are mitigated. Jerseydale Campground will remain closed per this Order until 
construction operations there are complete. Forest Road 11S40 (McKinley Grove Road) has been 
removed from this Order, however, it will remain closed per its seasonal designation in 
accordance with the Sierra National Forest (Dinkey East) Motor Vehicle Use Map.  
 
This Order supplements the Creek Fire Closure Order No. 05-15-00-20-22 by keeping hazardous 
trails and recreation sites closed that are located outside of the Creek Fire Closure area.  
 



 

 

Scoping efforts included discussions with California Land Management who concurred with the 
closures.  I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation 
in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA) under the 
National Environmental Policy Act.  This action falls within the category identified in 36 CFR 
220.6(d)(l) - prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect public health and 
safety - and does not require documentation in a decision memo, decision notice, or record of 
decision. I have determined that there are no extraordinary circumstances associated with this 
temporary closure.  Implementation of the decision may begin immediately. 


