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Soil Burn Severity
Hig h soil b u rn se ve rity: 
All or ne a rly a ll of the  pre -fire  g rou nd cove r 
a nd su rfa ce  org a nic m atte r (litte r, du ff, a nd 
fine  roots) is g e ne ra lly consu m e d, a nd 
cha rring  m a y b e  visib le  on la rg e r roots. Soil 
is ofte n g ra y, ora ng e , or re ddish at the  
g rou nd su rfa ce  whe re  la rg e  fu e ls we re  
conce ntra te d a nd consu m e d. 
 
Mode ra te  soil b u rn se ve rity: 
Up to 80 pe rce nt of the  pre -fire  g rou nd 
cove r (litte r a nd g rou nd fu e ls) m ay b e  
consu m e d b u t g e ne ra lly not a ll of it. The re  
m a y b e  pote ntia l for re cru itm e nt of e ffe ctive  
g rou nd cove r from  scorche d ne e dle s or 
le a ve s re m a ining  in the  ca nopy that will 
soon fa ll to the  g rou nd. Soil stru ctu re  is 
g e ne ra lly u ncha ng e d. 
 
Low soil b u rn se ve rity: 
The  g rou nd su rfa ce , inclu ding  a ny e xpose d 
m ine ra l soil, m ay appe a r (lig htly cha rre d), 
a nd the  ca nopy a nd u nde rstory ve g e ta tion 
will like ly appe a r “g re e n.” 
 
Ve ry Low or Unb u rne d: 
Little  to no b u rn e xpe cte d within the se  
a re a s. Ca nopy a nd g rou nd litte r com ple te ly 
intact. Little  to no ve g e tative  m orta lity 
e xpe cte d. 
 
For additional information including photo examples of 
soil burn severity see the Field Guide for Mapping Post- 
Fire Soil Burn Severity at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_gtr243.pdf 
 

Soil Burn Severity (SBS) was completed on 10/19/2020 using Burned Area Reflectance Classification (BARC) from 10/13/2020. It was completed with limited field verification and satellite imagery was used
to refine the SBS.
Standard Disclaimer:
This product is reproduced from information prepared by the USDA, Forest Service or from other suppliers. The Forest Service cannot assure the reliability or suitability of this information for a particular
purpose. The data and product accuracy may vary due to compilation from various sources, including modeling and interpretation, and may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This information may
be updated, corrected or otherwise modified without notification. For more information contact: Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest Supervisors Office at (307) 745-2300.
The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Soil Burn Severity; BARC Imagery Date: 10/13/2020
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