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A new wildfire was detected on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests over the weekend. The Cougar fire is 

located 13 miles southwest of Riggins, between Rattlesnake Creek and Cougar Creek in the main Rapid River 

drainage. The fire is currently estimated at between 150 and 200 acres, burning mostly grass and shrubs. 

Occasional snags rolling downhill are aiding fire spread. Current windy conditions in the Rapid River drainage 

are pushing the fire to the north and east. The fire has reached Forest Service Road #624 and officials are working 

to secure a fire perimeter in that area. The southern flank of the fire is not currently spreading and appears secure. 

A Type 3 Incident Commander and an engine module are currently assigned to the Cougar fire, with more 

resources available in the coming days as crews return from out–of–area fire assignments. Fire managers are 

working to keep the fire between Rattlesnake and Cougar creeks, and west of Forest Service Road #624. Based 

on current and predicted fire behavior and burning conditions, no values at risk are threatened or are expected to 

be threatened by the Cougar fire. No forest closures are currently in place due to the fire. 

Another precipitation event is in the forecast beginning later this week, which fire managers expect to significantly 

reduce growth of the Cougar fire. However, windy weather between now and that precipitation event could 

increase fire behavior. Firefighters will remain engaged to respond to any new areas of fire growth or increases 

in fire behavior. 

Smoke from the Cougar fire may be visible in the area this week. Air quality information and smoke maps are 

available at https://airnow.gov/. 

The cause of the Cougar fire is under investigation. There has been no recent lightning in the area. The public is 

reminded to please take the utmost care with any activity that can cause a spark, whether you are home or out in 

the forest, no matter the time of year. Even though fire danger lessens as we move out of summer and into autumn, 

some wildfire fuels can remain dry long after summer officially ends. 

More information on the Cougar fire will be released as applicable. For the latest updates and condition 

information on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests, please contact your local ranger station. 
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