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Message from the 

President 

By 

F. Carl Pence 
 

WHAT IS THE NEW NORMAL GOING TO BE? 

I do not know how you are feeling about the craziness in 

today’s world, but I am about as confused as I can be 

about what is going on and where it might take society. I 

am afraid the “new normal” is not a normal we will 

recognize and certainly not one we hope for.  

What really unsettles me is a memory of a book I was 

forced to read during my school days titled, “1984” 

authored by George Orwell. I just Googled it and found 

there is a movie made from the book that I could call up 

on my new ROKU device, which allows me to “stream” 

old movies so I can watch them. I have been having fun 

with it. I recently called up “Red Skies of Montana” and 

really enjoyed watching this old firefighting movie 

starring Richard Widmark. However, if I watch the movie 

version of the “1984” book I am afraid it might result in 

nightmares. 

In a relation to nightmares, I recently read an article 

describing “Gaslighting”, something that is happening to 

us every day, here is a 

portion of the article: 

“Have you ever asked 

yourself, ‘am I crazy?’ If 

you have ever asked 

yourself that, you are not 

crazy. You are most 

likely being gaslighted. 

Gaslighting is a form of 

psychological abuse 

aimed at controlling a 

person by altering 

reality to the point where 

the person will doubt 

their own sanity. 

 

The term “gaslighting” 

comes from a 1930’s play called Gas Light. The main 

character in the play literally tries to drive his wife crazy 

by gradually dimming the gas-powered lights in their 

home. When she notices the lights 

dimming, her husband not only denies that the lights are 

dimming, he convinces her that she is imagining it to the 

point where she questions her own sanity. 

 

 

We are living in a perpetual state of gaslighting. The 

reality that we are being told by the media is at complete 

odds with what we are seeing with our own two eyes. And 

when we question the false reality that we are being 

presented, or we claim that what we see is that actual 

reality, we are vilified as racist or bigots or just plain 

crazy. You are not racist. You are not crazy. You are 

being gaslighted. 

 

New York State has twice as many deaths from Covid-19 

than any other state, and New York has accounted for 

one fifth of all Covid-19 deaths, but we are told that New 

York Governor Andrew Cuomo has handled the 

pandemic better than any other governor. But if we 

support policies of Governors whose states had only a 

fraction of the infections and deaths as New York, we are 

called anti-science and want people to die. So, we ask 

ourselves, am I crazy? No, you are being gaslighted. 

 

We see mobs of people looting stores, smashing windows, 

setting cars on fire and burning down buildings, but we 

are told that these demonstrations are peaceful protests. 

And when we call this destruction of our cities, riots, we 

are called racists. So, we ask ourselves, am I crazy? No, 

you are being gaslighted.” 

 

So, what do you think, are you crazy or you being 

“gaslighted’? I believe those of us with a historical 

perspective should be able to discern when we are being 

told the truth or being gaslighted. ᶲ 

 

 

 

Officers 2019-2020 Name Phone 
President F. Carl Pence 208-468-9318 

Vice President Woody Williams 208-672-1390 

Secretary-Treasurer Joan Oliver 505-449-8370 

Program Chairman Neil Hitchcock 208-327-0859 

Newsletter Editor Barney Lyons 208-899-0356 

Historian   

R4 Region Old Timers' 

Board Members 

F. Carl Pence 

Frank Elder 

208-468-9318 

208-369-4043 

It is amazing what you can accomplish if 

you do not care who gets the credit.  

Harry S. Truman 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
 
OCTOBER MEETING AND PROGRAM-  
 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 
 OCTOBER 21, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 
 PROGRAM: TBA - 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING AND PROGRAM-  
 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 
 NOVEMBER 18, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 
 PROGRAM: TBA  
 
DECEMBER MEETING AND PROGRAM-  
 PLACE: GOLDEN CORRAL 
DECEMBER 16, 12:00 NOON TO 1:30 PM 
 PROGRAM: TBA 
 
NATIONAL SMOKEJUMPER REUNION 
JUNE 4,5,6 2021, BOISE ID 
 
2021 FOREST SERVICE RETIREES REUNION-  
 PLACE: LAKE TAHOE, CA & NV 
 SEPTEMBER 13-17, 2021 
 WWW.2021FSREUNIONS.ORG 

 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE CABINS GONE? 

By  

Gene Brock 
 

             I was reminiscing about the old cabins or other 

man-made structures which were quite a common 

feature in the forest. As a timber cruiser, it was not 

unusual to come across some old cabin or mining relic, 

or some other constructed object. I realized that Father 

Time had a lot to do with the disappearance of these 

memories of the past. Unfortunately, men’s interference 

had also caused the demise of these historical relics.  

 Mining 

activities were 

responsible for a 

significant amount of 

the shelters. It was not 

unusual for so-called 

mining booms to 

generate an influx of 

those wanting to strike 

it rich. Many of the 

miners simply left 

when the boom or lack 

of discovery ended. 

What happened to 

these unclaimed left-

behinds? 

 Lands that did 

not become patented or private just became a part of the 

National Forest. The Ranger in charge either ignored the 

building or eventually had to do something. The easiest 

way was to just burn the structure or plow it in and cover 

it up. Even though these improvements were part of 

history, neither time nor money was available for other 

choices. Sometimes structures were being used by no 

legal means for occupancy and the building was either 

removed or burned in place. 

 The other activity that left them behind were 

homesteaders who were not successful. There were also 

those that chose to be trappers and were more isolated.  

Their cabins were generally referred to as an “old 

trapper’s cabin”.  

 In more recent times, when grazing was an 

authorized use on National Forest land, certain structures 

were permitted. As time marched on, grazing was 

greatly reduced and the need for improvements did not 

exist. Many of the historical accounts of miners, 

homesteaders, trappers and other early day occupants are 

connected to those old structures. 

 I have personal knowledge of these following 

stories. 

A couple of years ago (2018), Joe Bergstrom asked me if 

I knew anything about an old cabin at the head of 

Monumental Creek on the Lowman District.  He 

indicated that the 1902 General Land Survey map noted 

a cabin. I told him that in 1966, my Dad and I stayed all 

night there while hunting elk. I reported that one side of 

the building was still standing at that time. Joe told me 

that now, only the decomposed logs exist. My story 

continues on. While doing an article for The Idaho 

Magazine, I ran across a bibliography written about Emil 

Grandjean, the first Supervisor of the Boise National 

Forest. The article entitled “Man of the Forest” is very 

detailed and it has a story about when he came to the 

upper South Fork of the Payette River in 1885. He came 

as a hunter and his presence places him in the vicinity of 

the cabin. Who knows? It might have been constructed 

by him. The Lodge at Grandjean, which became the  

 

 

Grandjean Station 
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summer station for him, is not very far from Bear Creek 

where he built a cabin. He became the Forest Supervisor 

of the Boise National Forest 20 years later. 

 

 There were squatter cabins along the upper 

South Fork, mostly associated with homesteads. One 

such cabin located at Willis Gulch, which gave all the 

indications of a mining project. We found old pieces of 

mining equipment including a sluice box. One side of 

the cabin was protecting some rough sawn lumber which 

we drug off and finished our family room in our home in 

Boise. We assumed the lumber came from the Ort Mill 

on Five Mile Creek. 

 The problem of connecting people to these 

structures I that most cases there is no recorded history 

and a person usually has to connect the dots from a 

variety of research information. I donated the sluice box 

to the Lowman Ranger District. 

 

 
 Closer to Lowman, by the Kirkham Hot Springs, 

James Green had a homestead and raised summer 

vegetables. His wife was Emma Green, who designed 

the Great Seal of Idaho. I have a picture of he and Mrs. 

Green at the homestead with a family who stopped in to 

get some of the vegetables. The picture was taken in 

1915. The people were on a two-week covered wagon 

vacation.  

 In the Lowman area, or at least what is 

considered Lowman, eight or ten residences existed, of 

which none remain today. Mining operations in the early 

50’s eliminated most of them with Porter Brothers Mill 

site operation. There are few people who remembered 

this. Zelma Foster’s daughter, who lived in Boise, had 

the best recall.  

 Another Lowman connection is the Alonzo 

Cooley/Ed Pigeon cabin close to the Pine Creek 

Campground. The cabins are no longer there. They were 

burned by the Forest Service in the early 1960’s. Earlier 

in the 1912-16 era, Cooley got in trouble with the Forest 

Service trying to help the families in Bear Valley. A 

group of people tried to homestead ground in the Bruce 

Meadow area. This was not available for entry and the 

party had to vacate. There were structures and 

improvements which the Forest tried to burn. Cooley, a 

hunter for the miners in Bear Valley, took exception and 

chased the Forest Service off by placing a few rounds 

from his rifle (a 30-40 Craig) over their heads. In the 

meantime, Cooley burned one of the Forest Service’s 

buildings and was later arrested and served time. I found 

no records of the jail time. According to the 1920 

census, he was living in a boarding house in Caldwell. 

By 1923, he was back at Lowman and is recorded as 

helping to build the Lowman Inn which burned in the 

early ‘70’s.  

 One of the first settler’s in Lowman was a 

German by the name of Herman Myers. Somehow, 

Cooley and Ed Pigeon acquired the mill site cabin where 

they lived for the next 30-plus years. No sign of the 

cabin remains. There are a few old orchard trees that 

survived. 

 At one time, there were several structures along 

the Middle Fork of the Salmon River. I have a picture 

showing a half dozen at Sheepeater Hot Springs. It was 

my understanding that most of the old buildings were 

burned in the early 1950’s.  I only obtained the 

information from some records of people who worked 

there in the 1940’s.  

 Before Deadwood Dam was built, there had 

been mining activity since 1885 or earlier. These claims 

had been worked and gold had been mined. These were 

placer claims and today the tailings still remain. 

According to the records, the mining did play out and 

the Chinese were the last to go. A few claims were still 

active and had to be bought out before the Deadwood 

Dam could be built. This is where the cabins come in. 

 During the Deadwood mining years, there was 

even a town called Bummer Town. Some of the 

foundations from the buildings can still be seen but 

Willis Cabin 
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recorded history is lacking. The original claimant kept 

his cabin and two others associated with the Deadwood 

Mine had a cabin each. The cabins had been built 

sometime in the 20’s.  

 
Deadwood Mine 

 

 I became a Ranger in Lowman in 1972 and one 

of my first assignments was to get rid of the cabin at 

Deadwood. Since there had been a half dozen Rangers 

before me, I could not understand why all of a sudden it 

became a priority. I did not want to rush right in and 

start demanding their removal. There were three elderly 

couples whose families were using the cabins. We 

agreed that there would be no action taken until the 

elderly folks passed. This turned out to be a short time. 

In a couple of years, the time came when the cabins had 

to go. In two cases, the families agreed and would 

remove the structures, but one family did not. I spent 

several times meeting with the hold-out persons. One of 

the family members was an editor of a local newspaper. 

There were several editorials about “Ranger Brock and 

his henchmen”. 

 I did not respond and it eventually came to us 

hiring a moving van and removing all items from the 

cabin and storing them in a commercial storage. We 

gave them one month to remove stored items. In the 

meantime, we did burn the cabin. We had the 

 

 

satisfaction of knowing two of the cabins were torn 

down and reassembled at unknown locations. The whole 

process was not one of my favorite memories.  

 Some Forest Service structures were saved by 

relocation. Two cabins at Elk Creek Work Center were 

moved from Upper Deadwood and Bear Valley 

Mountain.  The wash house was moved from Beaver 

Creek to Elk Creek. Just recently (2019) a cabin was 

moved to an outfitter’s headquarters in Deadwood. The 

Graham washhouse was transferred to the Beaver Creek 

Work Center and the garage at The Bog was relocated to 

Garden Valley. The Ranger dwelling which had been at 

Crawford Supervisor’s Headquarters went to Cabarton 

near Cascade. 

 The readers of this article no doubt have their 

own memories of “where have all the cabins gone?” ᶲ 

 

Federal Employees Health Benefits 

Open season and Decisions 

By 

Barney Lyons 

 

Open season is November 9 to December 14, 2020.  In 

early October, Office of Personnel Management (OPM) 

will release information regarding the 2021 premiums 

and benefit changes for numerous insurance plans 

participating in these federal programs. 

Don’t assume that your current plan will remain in the 

program or have the same coverage this year.  A lot of 

changes have occurred this year especially with the 

Coronavirus and we have not experienced this before. 

The FEHB program adds new plans and drops others 

from year to year, and plans can change from year to 

year.  For instance, you may find that your premium 

stays the same, but certain medical procedures are not 

covered the way they have been in the past.  The best 

ways to stay on top of upcoming changes is to read the 

information available from your health plan and from 

OPM.  Make sure they both have your current mailing 

address to so that your information arrives in a timely 

manner.  

If you are satisfied with your present health insurance 

coverage don’t do anything -your plans will 

automatically continue unless your make a change or 

your plan option is terminated.  But do confirm that all 

aspects of your plan are remaining the same before 

making this commitment. 

Health insurance carriers are no longer required to send 

plan brochures through the mail.  You can view the 

brochures online at OPM’s website 

(www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/healthcare/plan-

information/plans) or call your carrier using the contact 

information on your health plan ID card.   

Source: NARFE magazine October 2020 
 

Upper Deadwood cabin 

http://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/healthcare/plan-information/plans
http://www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/healthcare/plan-information/plans
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Who Will Feed America in the Future? 

By  

Barney Lyons 

 

Idaho lost agricultural acreage larger than the city of 

Boise in just 15 years.  Between 2001 and 2016, 68,823 

acres of Idaho farmland was developed for non-

agricultural purposes.  During same time, 11 million 

acres of agricultural 

land in the United 

States met a similar 

fate.  Of those acres, 

4.4 million were 

nationally significant 

land or the most 

productive land for 

crop production.  

Projections in 2017 

urban growth model 

created by Boise State 

University projects 

240,000 acres of 

agriculture land in Ada 

and Canyon counites will be lost to development by 

2100.  Those two counties currently have only 360,000 

acres of ag land combined. (Idaho Press 8/14/20) 

 

Today, Idaho’s Treasure Valley and Malheur County, 

Oregon together produce more than 25% of the nation’s 

yellow onions. 

Idaho leads the nation in potato production and produces 

nearly one-third of all U.S. potatoes. 

Idaho grows 70% of the hybrid temperate sweet corn 

seed produced in the world. Southwest Idaho is a leading 

supplier of seeds for vegetables, e.g. carrot, onion, 

turnip, and lettuce. 

 

Who controls the meat market in the United States? 

 

In September 2013, a Chinese company bought 

Smithfield Foods. The $4.7 billion deal is the biggest 

Chinese acquisition of a US company to date. Smithfield 

Food is the largest hog producer and pork processor and 

has over 40,000 U. S. employees with nearly 50 facilities 

across the country.  The acquisition of Smithfield’s 

146,000 acres made WH Group, headquarter in Luohe, 

Henan Province, one of the largest overseas owners of 

American farmland. Smithfield has over 500 farms in 

the United States and contracts with another 2,000 

independent farms around the country to grow 

Smithfield pigs. In 2016, Smithfield Foods raised and 

slaughtered 15.6 million pigs in the U.S. 
 

JBS USA bought Swift (the-third largest packer) in 

2007, then bought Pilgrim’s Pride, the largest chicken 

processor, in 2009. The parent company, Brazil-based 

JBS S.A., is the largest beef packer in the world, with 

54 processing plants on four continents. The company 

tried to buy National Beef Packing Co. in 2008, but 

the U.S. Department of Justice opposed the 

acquisition. They presently slaughter 28,500 animals 

per day.  

Given this shifting control of our food supply and our 

loss of productive agriculture land consider: 

 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization forecasts 

that the number of undernourished people will increase 

by up to 132 million in this year, while the number of 

acutely malnourished children will rise by 6.7 million 

worldwide due to the pandemic.  The UN report said the 

combined impacts of COVID-19, natural disasters such 

as typhoons, and drought, diseases and pests such as 

locusts have highlighted the need to build a stronger 

capacity to “manage multiple risks to food systems” 

Idaho Press, 9/4/202 

According to Idaho Food Bank  

• 14.7% of Idaho’s residents are food insecure or 

241,080 people.  

• 19.3% of Idaho’s children are food insecure – 

83,110 children or 1 in 5. 

• Of the 241,080 food-insecure people, 49% have 

incomes below 130% of poverty, which makes 

them eligible for food stamps and other 

government assistance. 

According to the USDA Economic Research Service, 

10.5 percent (13.7 million) of U.S. households were food 

insecure at some time during 2019.  Food insecure is 

defined as:  times during the year, these households were 

uncertain of having, or unable to acquire, enough food to 

meet the needs of all their members because they had 

insufficient money or other resources for food. 

 
Some Food Trivia 

• China is top producer of potatoes in the world. 

• Brazil is the largest producer of soybean 

followed by United States and Argentina. 

• United States is the largest producer of corn in 

the world followed by China, Brazil, Argentina, 

and the Ukraine. 

• Think Florida oranges? but Brazil produces 30% 

of the world’s oranges. 

• United States is the leading beef producer in the 

world with Texas, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 

and California the leading states in that order. 

• Sugar production- India took #1 spot from Brazil 

in 2018-2019. 

So, the next time you go to the store to purchase food, 

just think how dependent you are on the global supply 

compared to 50 years ago, if some produce was not in 
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season, we bought canned or went without.  When I took 

Ag Economics classes in the 70s, we focused on national 

supply/demands issues instead of the global economics, 

but of course, through improved transportation and other 

developments, we can move our goods across the 

country and across the globe.   

Think about the role local governments play in deciding 

the fate of agricultural lands, and what input we may 

provide. Our local officials need to be kept informed of 

the global impacts of local decisions. ᶲ 

 

Forest Service Emerges as the Pioneer Grazing 

Control Agency 

In 1891 Congress passed the General Land Law 

Revision Act, which included a provision, sometimes 

called the Creative Act, authorizing the President to set 

aside Forest Reserves from the unreserved public 

domain. In the six years following passage of the 

Creative Act, Presidents Benjamin Harrison and Grover 

Cleveland set aside 39 million acres as Forest Reserves. 

These Forest Reserves were assigned to the Department 

of Interior’s General Land Office (GLO). The General 

Land Office was poorly staffed without the capabilities 

to effectively protect the lands from unauthorized 

livestock trespass. 

At first the Reserves were closed to uses like timber 

cutting, mining, and grazing. A national debate raged 

about the future of the Reserves.  Many naturalists like 

John Muir advocated for the prohibition of grazing. 

Other early trained scientists like Frederick Coville 

(Botanist) and Gifford Pinchot (Forester) believed that 

with proper oversight, resource uses could be managed 

for the overall good of the land and the public. 

Eventually the General Land Office under pressure from 

western leaders began to favor limited grazing on some 

areas. Local stockmen were issued permits for specific 

areas (allotments). Even though the initial permits were 

free, this was the government’s first attempt at 

regulating livestock use, and asserting that grazing was a 

privilege not a right on the Forest Reserve 

Discussions in the early 1900s also included which 

Department could best manage the Forest Reserves. By 

1903 President Theodore Roosevelt agreed with the 

General Land Office Commissioner that administration 

of the Forest Reserves was best suited for the Bureau of 

Forestry in the Department of Agriculture. On February 

1, 1905 Congress officially approved the transfer of 

administrative duties. It was now up to the newly created 

Forest Service under the leadership of Gifford Pinchot to 

craft regulations for grazing use. 

While the new Forest Service was under the care of 

educated foresters from Eastern schools with European 

ideas, these men were ill prepared to manage the 

controversial grazing issues in the west. Fortunately, 

Gifford Pinchot had toured Western states extensively in 

the decade(s) prior to the establishment of the Forest 

Service and made friends with several ranchers who he 

trusted. It was no accident that Pinchot appointed Albert 

Potter as the first 

Chief of Grazing in 

the new agency. 

Potter was an 

Arizona rancher who 

believed that better 

ranges produced 

more profitable 

livestock. Potter also 

brought with him 

several notable men 

who were trusted by 

the fledgling 

livestock industry. 

Men like W.C. Closs 

(Utah), C.H. Adams, 

Joe Campbell 

(Arizona) and Will. C Barnes (Arizona) were hired as 

Potter’s staff. These highly respected stockmen took on 

the task of developing grazing regulations that have 

withstood the passage of time. The “Use Book” 

developed by Pinchot’s staff to take effect in July, 1906, 

outlined the regulations for grazing. The 1906 

regulations have been amended and clarified over the 

years but the basic premise of these early rules still 

exists today. 

There are a few notable range scientists whose 

accomplishments have influenced management for both 

the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management. 

Arthur Sampson – Often called “The Father of Range 

Management,” this University of California Professor 

has been credited with developing much of the research 

and management recommendations that were adopted by 

the fledgling agencies. He wrote the first textbook on 

Range Management in 1923. 

 

Lawrence Stoddart and Arthur Smith – Educated at 

today’s Colorado State University and Utah State 

University respectively, these two men wrote a textbook 

on Rangeland Management in 1943.  The textbook was 

revised in 1955 and 1975 and has been a staple of 

university degree programs. 

 

Kenneth Parker – The first recipient of a Master’s 

degree in Range Management, Parker developed a 

protocol (called the Parker 3-Step Method) to measure 

the health of rangelands, and trends in species 

composition and condition over time. 

Albert Potter 
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August Hormay – As an employee of the Forest 

Service, August developed the rest-rotation grazing 

system in the late 1940s that has been used by the 

agencies for decades. The system focuses on dividing an 

area of land into different pastures and allowing some of 

the pastures to rest (or not be grazed) each year while the 

grazed pastures would be used at a different time each 

year. ᶲ 
Source: National Museum of Forest Service History 

Newsletter, Volume 32, Number 3 

 

We Celebrate the Life of this Friend and 
Extend Our Sympathy to the Families 

 
Beverly Joan Stiburek Elder, 87 years old, born October 

16, 1932, of Cascade, Idaho passed away on Friday 

night, October 2, 2020 in an auto accident in Valley 

County.  Beverly was raised in Cascade and lived most 

of her life in the mountain west - in Idaho and Utah. 

 

Beverly was the daughter of Charles and Mary Irene 

Stiburek of Cascade.  She attended Cascade Schools for 

the entirety of her public education.  Beverly went on to 

attend Brigham 

Young University 

in Provo, Utah and 

graduated with a 

BS in Political 

Science.  From 

there, she went to 

George 

Washington 

University in 

Washington DC to 

gain her law 

degree.   

 

Beverly and her 

sister, Barbara 

loved to sew.  It 

was not unusual 

for them to make a 

dress on Friday for a dance on Saturday.  They never 

followed the pattern completely and they used their 

creativity to make their own style that others would 

copy.   

 

While she was in Washington DC, she worked for the 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) during law school 

for 2 years.  After that, Beverly began working for 

Senator Dworshak in Washington DC, at which time the 

senator asked Beverly to return to Boise to help him run 

his office during an election year and then she stayed on 

after he was re-elected.   She returned to law school after 

that year and continued to work for the senator until she 

graduated from George Washington University in the 

spring of 1960.  Frank attended her graduation and 

proposed on Beverly’s graduation night. 

 

After her schooling she went on to marry Frank Elder 

and returned to Idaho to happily follow her husband 

throughout Idaho and Utah as he worked with the US 

Forest Service.  She was fortunate enough to have been 

stationed in Cascade a couple of times during their 

career.  She took on the duties of a Forest Service wife 

with gusto.  For the first 6 years of marriage, she 

willingly and happily moved twice a year, to various 

summer posts around the Payette and Boise Forests – 

Landmark, Bear Valley, High Valley, Indian Creek (in 

the wilderness area), Lowman. They would move to the 

“big towns” of Boise, Emmett and Cascade during the 

winters. They finally settled down in Council, Idaho 

where Frank was appointed Ranger of the Council 

Ranger District in the Payette Forest.    

 

While Beverly was living in Council, she ran for Adams 

County Prosecuting Attorney – as a “write in” candidate 

and won that election easily.  Beverly was only the 2nd 

female prosecuting attorney in Idaho up to that time.  In 

addition to her law practice, Beverly was active in the 

League of Women Voters and acted in leadership roles 

with that organization throughout her professional life.  

 

After 4 years in Council, Frank was transferred to the 

Indianola/ North Fork Ranger District in the Salmon 

National Forest.  While living in North Fork/ Salmon, 

Beverly took on a variety of jobs – office manager for a 

real estate agent, a wilderness outfitter and guide and an 

engineering firm (all at the same time), she picked 

potatoes during harvest and worked as an independent 

lawyer on occasion.  All while raising two active girls – 

Betsy and Sandy. 

 

Frank finished his career in Ogden, Utah where she was 

able to spend time with Betsy and Amanda, her 

granddaughter.  While living in Utah, Beverly once 

again spread her wings and tried a variety of jobs.  She 

worked for the IRS, Health and Welfare, insurance sales, 

Utah Tailoring – which was probably her favorite job 

ever (besides being a mom and grandma) and she 

worked with Utah Musical Theater as a costume 

designer.  As a result of her time with the Utah Musical 

Theater, Beverly was asked to work with the 2002 

Winter Olympics Wardrobe Department - Ceremonies 

Team, which created all costumes worn in the Opening 

Ceremonies and the Closing Ceremonies for the 

Olympics.  Beverly was recognized as being part of that 

team when they were awarded an Emmy in 2002 for 
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“Outstanding Costumes for a Variety or Music 

Program”. 

 

As a mother – Betsy and Sandy couldn’t have asked for 

a better mom.  She always made sure we were active, 

involved in learning new skills and supported us in 

everything we decided to try.  She had us involved in 

dance classes, gymnastics, piano, karate, 4-H, church 

activities as well as supporting us in our school 

endeavors.  She encouraged us to find our passions and 

follow those as we moved into adulthood.    

 

Beverly was blessed with a granddaughter - Amanda 

Mary Oakes - who she cherished with all her heart.  She 

loved being a grandma and was fortunate to have 

Amanda live with Bev and Frank at times as she was 

growing up.    

 

When Frank retired from the US Forest Service, they 

returned to Cascade to live out their years in the place 

Beverly called home, ALWAYS.  In her “retirement” 

she opened a sewing/ fabric store in Cascade called 

Bev’s Attic.  From her store she was able to keep an eye 

on what was happening in the community.  She enjoyed 

chatting with the locals, telling stories from the good old 

days and was always a great source of information about 

Valley County to people who were passing through. 

Beverly had a quick laugh and a keen wit.   One of the 

things that brought her joy was to make sure the people 

around her were happy. 

 

Beverly is preceded in death by her parents.  She is 

survived by her husband of 59 years, Frank Elder, her 

two daughters - Betsy Elder and Sandy Elder and her 

granddaughter and her wife - Amanda Oakes and 

Melissa Oakes.  She is also survived by her older sister, 

Barbara Jean Stiburek Welch and all her nieces and 

nephews. 

 

We request any donations be sent to McPaws 

(https://mcpaws.org/donate/make-a-donation/) to 

recognize her love of animals and especially shelter pets 

or to the Idaho Youth Ranch 

(https://payment.youthranch.org/give/24513/#!/donation/

checkout)  to recognize her enormous heart and 

willingness to help anyone in need. ᶲ 

 
Advantages of Medicare enrollment 

Q I am approaching my 65th birthday and I am 

considering Medicare enrollment.  I plan to keep my 

coverage under the Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHB) program, but what are some advantages of 

signing up for Medicate Parts A and B? 
 

A Medicare A and B, when combined with many 

FEHB plans, often provide 100 percent coverage for 

inpatient and outpatient medical care.  Many FEHB 

plans will waive the majority of your copays and 

deductibles if you have Medicare Part B as primary 

coverage for outpatient medical care. 

Since Medicare Part A is premium free for most federal 

retirees,  other than the co-pays/coinsurances for 

prescription drugs (usually under you FEHB plan) and 

the premiums for Medicare Part B and FEHB plan, many 

federal retirees find themselves with very little out-of-

pocket medical expenses if they have both Medicare A 

and Bas primary coverage to their FEHB plan.  This is 

especially true if the medial service provider accepts 

Medicare.  Medicare often provides excellent coverage 

for specific elderly care such as therapies, durable 

medical equipment, and home health care.  

Some FEHB plans provide a health fund or a Medicare 

reimbursement to help cover the cost of your Medicate 

Part B premium   These plans could be ideal to switch to 

once Medicare becomes primary to your FEHB plan  

Keep in mind that if you are married to a younger 

spouse, you always have the option to delay switching 

FEHB plans until your spouse becomes eligible for 

Medicare. This might be important since your younger 

spouse won’t typically have access to Medicare until he 

or she reaches age 65. 

Since there are variations among the many FEHB plans, 

always read your FEHB plan brochure to obtain a better 

understanding of how your specific plan coordinates 

coverage with Medicare for various medical needs.  

Section 9 pf your FEHB plan brochure specifically 

addresses this topic. We also recommend calling 

customer service. Source: NARFE magazine September 

2020 

The Old Timers Club of the Boise Area was organized in 

1950: its purpose is to protect, perpetuate and preserve 

the traditions and “esprit de corps” of the Forest Service, 

its employees and retirees, and to maintain contacts and 

good fellowship among those retired and those nearing 

retirement. We strive to maintain that wonderful “family 

feeling” which is characteristic of Forest Service 

employees, nation-wide. November 15, 2006, the Old 

Timer’s Club of Boise was changed to the Treasure 

Valley Forest Service Old Timers’ Club to represent a 

larger area than just Boise.  The Club has filed as an 

unincorporated nonprofit association with the Idaho 

Secretary of State. ᶲ 

I am only one, but still I am one.  I cannot do 

everything, but still I can do something.  I will not 

refuse to do the something I can do. 

Helen Keller 
 

https://mcpaws.org/donate/make-a-donation/
https://payment.youthranch.org/give/24513/#!/donation/checkout
https://payment.youthranch.org/give/24513/#!/donation/checkout
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Presidents from 1951 to 2001 
50th Anniversary of the club 

 

 
Past Presidents pictured are back row left to right: 

George Rinehart, Robert Fergusson, Bill Sendt, Ted 

Koskella, Spike Baker, Margaret, Leight, Walt Hankins 

Front row-left to right; George Lafferty, Jim Larkin, 

Bruce Groves, Joy Koskella 

Leroy Sprague is not pictured.  

Also recognized the past secretaries- Doris Lafferty, 

EmmaLou Sprague. Joy Koskella, Judy Baker, Barbara 

Sendt, Shirley Rinehart, Bob Ferguson, and Glen Osborn 

 

 

 

 


