
A Land Manager’s Guide to:

Minimum Trail Standards and Guidelines for the 
Florida National Scenic Trail

T he following standards and guidelines were recommended by the Florida National Scenic Trail Advisory Council on 
November 18, 1989 and put forth by the National Trails System Act and the Florida National Scenic Trail Compre-
hensive Plan. These guidelines serve as rules, policies, and principles for trail certification, use, and management of 

the FNST. For a more in-depth overview of minimum trail standards and guidelines, please refer to the Minimum Standards 
& Guidelines for the Florida National Scenic Trail document.

Trail Blazing & Signing Standards
The Uniform FNST Marker
•	 The 12-inch uniform markers are used to identify 

location of the FNST to motoring public and shoul be 
placed so that a moving vehicle can see from either 
direction.

•	 FNST Parking or FNST Crossing should be written 
below the marker. 

•	 The 3.5-inch marker identifies FNST intersecting 
with another trail.

Directional, Informational, Interpretive, and Regulatory 
Signs
•	 Signs should be placed along and on side trails to 

point out user resources and land management 
boundaries

•	 Strive for standardization of sign design along the 
FNST where possible

Maintenance of Signing and Marking
•	 The USDA Forest Service will provide markers to 

managing agencies
•	 High priority should be given to repair or replace 

missing and damaged signs
Trail Blazes
•	 Blazes should be frequent enough to ensure user is on 

route
•	 Blazes should be painted ~5.5-6 feet off the ground
•	 Double blazes indicate a change in direction or de-

The Uniform FNST

FNST Double BlazeFNST Blaze

•	 parture from the obvious path, where the top blaze 
indicates the turn

•	 The FNST (and only the FNST) is marked with a 
two-inch wide and six-inch long orange blaze
•	 The formula for one gallon of Florida Trail orange 

blaze paint is: 80-139 (OSHA Orange) plus R-Y; 
T-Y; M-40; F-8; B-1

•	 Side trails to water, campsites, and observation points 
are painted with a light blue blaze
•	 The formula for one gallon of Florida Trail blue 

blaze paint is: 80-34 plus D-Y; E-3Y
Trail Management & Maintenance 
Standards
•	 Each land manager & private landowner is responsi-

ble for proper maintenance of the trail, and is en-
couraged to enter formal certification agreements 
with the US Forest Service and stewardship agree-
ments with volunteer groups such as the Florida Trail 
Association

•	 Condition of trail corridor, treadway, bridges, and 
other support facilities should be inspected regularly 
by land managers, with repairs performed in a timely 
manner. The US Forest Service can provide assis-
tance where necessary.



•	 Clearning and maintenance of the trail should be 
conducted in accordance with the Trail Class Matrix 
(see Minimum Standards & Guidelines for the Florida 
National Scenic Trail)

•	 Off-road parking should be planned and accommo-
dated at all popular points of departure, with space 
for:

•	 Five-vehicle minimum at major trailheads
•	 Three-vehicle minimum at minor trailheads
•	 Trailheads should include a kiosk which illustrates the 

following in addition to local unit interpretive infor-
mation:

•	 A detailed local area map which includes the FNST
•	 A general statewide map illustrating the route of the 

FNST
•	 FNST logo and website information
•	 The following statement, in part or its entirety where 

possible:

“The Florida National Scenic Trail (FNST) was congres-
sionally designated in 1983 as part of the National Trail 
System and is intended to be a non-motorized recreation 
trail that when complete will extend over 1,500 miles from 
Big Cypress Nation Preserve in the south, to Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, in the panhandle. The US Forest Service 
administers the Trail, which passes through a mix of federal, 
state, local, and privately owned lands and a variety of 
landscapes from remote wilderness to popular urban areas. 
The FNST is a unique public resource dedicated to the 
explloration of the natural, scenic, historic, and cultural 
resources of Florida and providing meaningful stewardship 
opportunities to preserve them for future generations.”
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Trail Camping Standards

•	 Select a reasonably level and clear site, avoiding dead 
or dying trees and seasonal flooding

•	 If possible, locate near a suitable water supply
•	 Campsites should be large enough to accommodate 

six to eight small tents
•	 Campsites must be available no more than one day’s 

(8 to 10 miles) hike apart
•	 Leave No Trace principles should be published at 

trailheads and camp areas where appropriate to pro-
mote sustainable use, especially sanitation and food 
storage

Trailhead Standards
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THE FLORIDA TRAIL 

IN TRIPLE N RANCH 

WMA

Heading southbound, the trail leaves Osceola 

County’s Holopaw Community Park and enters 

Triple N Ranch Wildlife Management Area. 

Following the orange blazes for 10.3 miles will 

lead trail users to the Herky Huff man/Bull Creek 

WMA.

To learn more about the Florida Trail, please scan the QR code or visit our websites below. Here you can fi nd more 

information about hikes in your area, purchase maps of the Florida Trail, or discover volunteer opportunities on the 

trail! www.fs.usda.gov/fnst or www.fl oridatrail.org. Visit the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

website for more information about local recreation: www.myfwc.com.

ON THE FLORIDA NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

TRIPLE N RANCH WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

GET IN
VOLVED IN

 YOUR LOCAL FLORIDA 

TRAIL ASSOCIATION CHAPTER!

The Indian River Chapter is one of 19 regional Florida Trail Association chapters, and is 

responsible for building and maintaining more than 120 miles of trail. The chapter maintains 

trails that wind through the Three Lakes, Herky Huffman/Bull Creek, Triple N Ranch, 

and Tosohatchee Wildlife Management Areas. The chapter offers frequent opportunities 

for its wider community to experience the outdoors. Activities include not only trail 

maintenance hikes, but also leisure hikes, camping, backpacking, sightseeing, swimming, 

and paddling. The Indian River Chapter also offers full moon hikes, beach strolls, and 

lighthouse tours. Our monthly chapter meetings feature presentations on long-distance 

hikes, skill-building exercises, and knowledge exchange. Check us out at www.meetup.com/

SpaceCoastHiking/, or on the Florida Trail Association website, www.FloridaTrail.org.

ALLOWABLE USES

Hiking and non-motorized biking are allowed along this section of the Florida Trail. Leashed pets 

welcomed. Horseback riding allowed.

TRAIL LENGTH

Triple N Ranch WMA hosts 10.6 miles from Holopaw Community Park to Herky Huff man/Bull 

Creek WMA.

CAMPING

Camping is not allowed in the Triple N Ranch WMA.

SAFETY IN
FORMATION

Please pack adequate water, snacks, a brimmed hat, and sunscreen with you on the trail. Check 

hunting season dates at www.myfwc.com/recreation/lead/triple-n-ranch/planning-your-visit/ and 

wear brightly colored clothing, such as blaze orange, on the Trail. Trail access may be limited. 

Check before hiking!

Please report any negative trail conditions to the Florida Trail Association at 1-877-HIKEFLA.

ABOUT TRIPLE N RANCH 

WMA

This WMA, spanning over 16,000 acres, was one of the last 

open areas in the United States where cattle roamed free until 

1949. Evidence of homesteaders can be found throughout 

the property. Acquired in 1994 by the FWC and the St. 

Johns River Water Management District, Triple N Ranch is 

home to over 60 butterfl y and 130 bird species, including the 

federally endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. This WMA 

has been designated a Critical Butterfl y Diversity Area. Trails 

take hikers through dry prairie, hydric hammocks, fl oodplain 

swamps, and cypress domes. The rare orchid Spiranthes 

longilabris re
sides here as well.
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Dusted Skipper on a Nuttal’s Thistle by Linda Cooper

Palmetto Skipper on a Palmetto Frond by Linda Cooper

Opening of the 

Triple N Ranch WMA by the Indian River Chapter

Wildlife viewing along the Florida Trail provides visitors with the 

opportunity to see black bears, alligators, panthers, gopher tortoises, 

and unique species of birds including wood storks, red-cockaded 

woodpeckers, Florida scrub-jays, and roseate spoonbills.

The first National Scenic Trails were established by congress 

in 1968 to “provide access to spectacular natural beauty and 

to allow the pursuit of healthy outdoor recreation.” There are 

now 11 National Scenic Trails.

Florida is home to many unique environments, some of which are not seen anywhere else in 

the world. This gives trail users prime access to some of the best nature and wildlife viewing 

opportunities in the country. By traveling along the Florida Trail, one can experience a variety of 

ecosystems including longleaf pine forests, sand dune scattered beaches, and hardwood hammocks.

THE AUTHENTIC FLORIDA EXPERIENCE

The Florida Trail is a federally-designated National Scenic 

Trail intended to off er a continuous, non-motorized recreation 

opportunity showcasing the biodiversity, history, and culture of 

Florida. The Florida Trail stretches over 1,400 miles from the 

white sands of Gulf Islands National Seashore to Big Cypress 

National Preserve in the Everglades.

FOLLOW THE 

ORANGE BLAZES

If you wanted to hike from the western end of Florida’s 

panhandle to the southern tip of the state, how would you 

do it? Follow the orange blazes of course! These orange 

blazes, with the Florida Trail signs, will help you navigate 

the trail from end to end.

To learn more about the Florida Trail, purchase trail maps, plan your trip, or 

discover volunteer opportunities, visit www.fs.usda.gov/fnst or www.floridatrail.org

FLORIDA NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL


