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Modoc National Forest supported by USFS Pack Crew 
Modoc Country benefited from visiting animal packers last summer, 
helping care for your public lands by providing increasingly hard-to-
find primitive skills and 
services. One mule 
packer, one apprentice 
and six mules from the 
Pacific Southwest Region 
Pack Stock Center of 
Excellence spent four 

weeks working on different projects and assisting several 
agencies and organizations during their much-welcomed visit.  

The Center of Excellence model represents a contemporary approach to 
managing and sustaining traditional federal pack strings that used to be 
part of every national forest. This regional asset is great for project 
support on a short-term basis. The Pack Stock centers are based on the 
Shasta-Trinity and Inyo national forests, and their resources are made 
available as regional assets to help national forests and partners across 
California and beyond.  

Some of the highlights and accomplishments include: 

• Clearing and signing 21 miles along the Red Tail Rim 
Trail, including cutting and removing over one 
hundred logs, adding 150+ markers and recording 
accurate GPS tracklogs.  

• Clearing 19 miles of trail in the South Warner 
Wilderness, including the Mill Creek Trail from Soup 
Spring CG to Mill Creek CG, Slide Creek Trail, Lower 
Poison Flat Trail, South Emerson Trail, Owl Creek Trail 
from Emerson Lake to Eagle Basin and from the 
Summit Trail near Pepperdine CG to its junction with 
Cottonwood Trail and Summit Trail from Pepperdine 
CG to Patterson Lake. Amazingly, 105 logs were cut 
and removed, 125 yards of thick brush was cleared, 
and stock traffic on trails helped improve visibility of 
the route.  

• Packing a range monitoring crew in partnership with 
UC Cooperative Extension - Modoc. This crew 
collected data to inform management of vacant 
allotments on the east side of the Warners.  
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• Packing fencing materials for the BLM Applegate Field 
Office. A visiting Student Conservation Association 
crew received the materials and then worked on the 
fence. 

• Collecting and replacing data from trail cams for an 
ongoing bear study in partnership with California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

• Helping pack 16 bags of fish (250 fish each) to 
Patterson Lake in partnership with California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Modoc County Fish 
and Game Commission and Backcountry Horsemen of 
California.  

• Repairing wooden corrals at Soup Spring Campground. 
• Cleaning dispersed campsites and removing damaging 

fire rings at Patterson Lake. 
 

The opportunity also helped leverage another 91 hours of 
skilled volunteer work (valued at $1,680) on these projects, 
with contributions from Backcountry Horsemen, California State Horsemen and life 
partners of the packers. 

This marks the second straight year Forest Service packers have been hosted in 
Modoc Country and hopefully they return every year. A request has already been 
submitted from Modoc National Forest to host a crew again in 2021. The Forest will 
also host a Student Conservation Association trail crew in 2021 to continue 
progress on maintaining trails across the forest. 

For more information, visit:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/packstockcoe/home 
https://m.facebook.com/Ivanthetrintyalpsmule  
https://www.instagram.com/ivanthemule/  
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