
***ANNOUNCEMENT OPPORTUNITY*** 

Recruit and Fill 

Nebraska National Forest, Bessey Tree Nursery 

Laborer WG-3502-03 

  

https://www.usajobs.gov/  

Announcement #: 21-TEMP4-R2-2536-3DT-CB 
 

Open Date: 12/1/2020 

Close Date: 12/11/2020 
 

     
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The purpose of this Notice is to Recruit and Fill 6 intermittent (on 

call) seasonal positions.  

 

The Bessey Nursery, a division of the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands, will 

soon be advertising for Intermittent Seasonal Laborer WG-3502-03 positions.  6 

positions will be filled.  These positions are on call positions, with various working days 

throughout the year, and not full time summer employment.  Actual days worked may 

vary from 1 to 40.  

 

The Nursery is located one mile west of Halsey, Nebraska, in the Sandhills region of 

north-central Nebraska.  The Supervisor’s Office is located in Chadron, which is 200 

miles to the northwest.   

 

As the oldest Forest Service nursery, the Bessey Nursery has always been a pioneer.  The 

nursery was established in 1902 to produce seedlings for what would become the World’s 

Largest Man-Made Forest, the adjacent Bessey Ranger District.  Currently, the nursery 

utilizes 17,000 square feet of greenhouse space and 46 acres of irrigated seedbeds to 

produce and distribute container and bareroot seedlings.  Seedlings are grown at the 

request of Forest Service districts, primarily in Region 2, and for conservation programs 

in Nebraska and adjacent states.  The Nursery also serves as the Region 2 Seedbank and 

seed extractory. Of equal importance is the role the Nursery has had in afforestation of 

the Great Plains, producing seedlings for the plains states under the Clarke-McNary Act 

of 1924 and the Great Shelterbelt Project of the 1930’s.  Today, the Bessey Nursery 

https://www.usajobs.gov/


produces seedlings for Natural Resources Districts in Nebraska, and Conservation 

Districts in South Dakota, Kansas, and Wyoming, as well as for the Bureau of Land 

Management and Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

 

The Nursery has an annual production of about 2.0 million bareroot conifer and 

hardwood seedlings.  The greenhouse has an annual production of 900,000 containerized 

seedlings.  The Bessey Nursery has a long-standing reputation for producing high-quality 

planting stock largely due to its deep sandy soils, abundant water, and relatively long-

growing season.  Production facilities and equipment are state-of-the-art.  The Nursery 

also provides technology transfer assistance to its clients in all phases of seed collection, 

propagation and reforestation activities. 

 

These positions function as part of the nursery field staff, responsible for a variety of 

tasks in the production of tree seedlings in the Nursery. Assigned duties and 

responsibilities vary depending of the year, and include pulling weeds, planting seed, 

covering seed with fabric, thinning container seedlings, collecting seed, lifting, grading, 

and packing trees. Applicants need to be willing to work in the ever changing Nebraska 

weather conditions.  Work is performed under the supervision of the field supervisor and 

the Nursery Manager, who makes specific assignments and spot checks work for 

compliance with prescribed procedures and standards.  These are Intermittent Seasonal 

ON CALL positions, and are not full time summer employment. During work periods 

you may work required to work 1 day and then not be needed for 6 months.  To apply for 

either position use the link at the top of the page and apply through USAJOBS.gov.  

 

No government housing is available.  Off-site housing is usually available in nearby 

Halsey, Thedford (18 miles west, 208 people) or Dunning (10 miles east, 130 people). 

 

Halsey has a population of 72 and serves the rural ranching community.  It is complete 

with a post office, bar/restaurant, and motel.  Thedford (16 miles West) is complete with 

a grocery store, hardware and lumber store, two gas stations, a bank, a restaurant and two 

motels.  Broken Bow (50 miles SE, 3400 people) and North Platte (85 miles SW, 22,000 

people) are the nearest large commercial centers and medical facilities.  The Nebraska 

school system is very good, and that reputation is continued in Halsey.  Grades K-6 

attend school in Halsey and grades 7-12 attend the Sandhills Junior/Senior High in 

Dunning.  Busing is provided from Halsey to Dunning. 

 

If you are interested and need more information, contact:  Richard Gilbert, Nursery 

Manager, Bessey Nursery by phone at 308-533-2257 or by email at: 

richard.gilbert@usda.gov  or Cole Seeley, Program Specialist: 308-533-8105  

cole.seeley@usda.gov .  

For more information about the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands please visit 

our website:  http://fs.usda.gov/nebraska  

 

Helpful links: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r2/jobs?fbclid=IwAR1IMw63SkpUk0SfWDZ8EolYs3uXOm

FCTGvELU39O5AdyfOkxEYJFonvS2w 

    

 

mailto:richard.gilbert@usda.gov
mailto:cole.seeley@usda.gov
http://fs.usda.gov/nebraska
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r2/jobs?fbclid=IwAR1IMw63SkpUk0SfWDZ8EolYs3uXOmFCTGvELU39O5AdyfOkxEYJFonvS2w
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r2/jobs?fbclid=IwAR1IMw63SkpUk0SfWDZ8EolYs3uXOmFCTGvELU39O5AdyfOkxEYJFonvS2w

