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Cleanest Toilets in the West

Big Creek Trailhead's new vault toilet

Many people don’t realize that a new vault toilet 
costs around $20,000, plus $400-$700 every time 
one needs to be emptied. Two new toilets installed 
in 2018 have brought the forest’s total to 90 and the 
forest spent over $20,000 in 2019 to pump a third of 
them. Add in toilet paper, general maintenance, 
upkeep and employees for weekly servicing, and the 
importance of recreation fees to help operate these 
facilities cannot be overstated.

Campfire Ambience 
Everyone knows how greatly the outdoor experience 
is enhanced by a campfire. In a fire-adapted forest 
ecosystem like the Malheur, some seasons are too 
dry and hazardous for fires unless sites have quality 
campfire rings and adequate clearance. At $250 per 
ring, the material costs alone add up quickly. With 
the help of recreation fee dollars, the forest 
purchased and installed over a dozen new rings, 
bringing all 33
developed 
campgrounds into 
fire safety 
compliance and 
added new 
recreation rentals to 
the sites that permit 
campfires during all 
but the most severe 
fire restrictions.

Post-fire re-establishment of 
campsites at Pine Creek 

Horse Camp

A New Trail Network

Volunteer trail construction event at Magone Lake.
The forest has been working with the Eastern 
Oregon Trail Alliance and the Blue Mountain Land 
Trust, to develop a new 26-mile trail network 
adjacent to its most popular campground at Magone
Lake. An Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
Recreational Trails Program grant awarded in 2019 is 
funding an increased pace of construction, in 
conjunction with recreation fee dollars. Some trail 
segments will be built by contractors, but almost half 
will be built by the forest and its partners, who made 
great headway this year by completing a major 
portion of the Tinker Creek Loop.

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.
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Other Accomplishments
• Provided campground hosts at three of our 

biggest, most popular fee campgrounds: Magone
Lake, Delintment Lake, and Yellowjacket
Campgrounds.

• Operated, maintained and regularly tested 11 
campground water systems.

• Conducted hazard tree inspections and removed 
identified hazards at 20 developed recreation 
sites, including campgrounds, trailheads and 
Sno-Parks.

• Replaced all keyed fee padlocks forest-wide with 
safer, more robust units.

• Repaired and reinstalled four fee tubes to 
increase theft deterrence.

• Operated, maintained and stocked six propane 
systems at recreation rentals and hosted 
campgrounds.

• Maintained fence lines around developed 
campgrounds and recreation rentals.

• Reviewed and updated the Malheur 
Campground brochure.

Trail crew wilderness logout operations

Contacts
Malheur National Forest   

Recreation Fee Program Contact
541-820-3864

Email: jared.bowman@usda.gov
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/malheur

Regional Contact
503-808-2411

Email: thomas.ibsen@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Backcountry skiing in the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness. 
The view looking north from Little Strawberry Lake.

Regional Map

Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $115,953 $12,979,562
Special Uses $3,797 $1,196,598
Interagency Passes $2,100 $1,464,644
Total $121,850 $15,640,804

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $161,627 $5,832,597
Visitor Services $12,995 $4,098,139
Law Enforcement $0 $162,247
Habitat Restoration $0 $130,861
Fee Agreements $0 $0
Collections/Overhead $21,988 $1,071,581
Total $196,610 $11,295,425

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.
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