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Guiding Hikers Through The Core Enchantments
The Core Enchantments area of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness is a spectacularly scenic and very popular lake 
basin destination for thousands of day hikers and backpackers every summer. The forest spent approximately 
$12,000 in recreation fee funds on trails maintenance in the area. Wilderness rangers and trail crew 
constructed and installed 24, eight-foot “confidence posts” to guide hikers through trail sections that hold 
snow late into the summer season. The established route can be hard to see when under snow, so these log 
posts help hikers stay on-trail and off fragile sub-alpine vegetation. The posts were hand cut and peeled for a

natural look before being transported for installation. Crews also installed 
“garden paths”; subtle, rock-delineated routes in areas with excessive trail 
braiding to encourage hikers to stay on the main path. Wilderness rangers 
and trail crew annually log out and maintain the 19-mile trail in addition to 
completing site specific projects at problem areas. Trail delineation projects 
will continue to provide for public access while protecting this iconic area. 

Trail crews 
hauling rocks in 
the Core 
Enchantments 
area

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.

Wish Poosh Re-opening

Debris clean up at Wish Poosh Campground

In the spring of 2019, the happy sights and sounds 
of tents, campers and campfires returned to Wish 
Poosh Campground near the community of Cle 
Elum, Washington. Root rot in campground trees 
had forced the campground to close, but this year 
the forest completed a multi-year effort to 
address this serious public safety issue. Forest 
crews and local contractors worked together to 
remove diseased trees, clean up debris and repair 
campsite facilities in time for the 2019 summer 
season.
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Other Accomplishments
• Maintained approximately 98 campgrounds and 

rental cabins and about 80 trailheads and picnic 
areas.

• Maintained recreation rental cabins for over 
2,000 visitors who rented them.

• Staffed over 20 temporary positions and over 20 
campground hosts to provide visitor information 
and conduct routine maintenance.

• Maintained and installed information boards, 
picnic tables and fire rings, and removed hazard 
trees at campgrounds, picnic areas and 
trailheads.

• Updated interpretive signs at trailheads.
• Leveraged about $200,000 of grant funding to 

complete campground maintenance and 200 
miles of trail maintenance. Grants fund about 70 
percent of the temporary workforce, while 
recreation fee revenue directly funds about 20 
percent.

Happy hikers enjoying the view of Lyman Lake, 
Glacier Peak Wilderness
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Spider Meadows, Glacier Peak Wilderness
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Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $1,617,993 $12,979,562
Special Uses $41,443 $1,196,598
Interagency Passes $84,440 $1,464,644
Total $1,743,876 $15,640,804

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $501,712 $5,832,597
Visitor Services $794,412 $4,098,139
Law Enforcement $9,355 $162,247
Habitat Restoration $0 $130,861
Fee Agreements $0 $0
Collections/Overhead $254,390 $1,071,581
Total $1,559,869 $11,295,425

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.
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