
Do Not Cut 
Standing Green Trees

Green �rewood is currently available only 
within the Crestone WUI thinning area. Remove 
only down wood created by the thinning 
treatment. No harvest of standing green trees is 
permitted.

Off-Road Vehicle Use 
O�-road vehicle use for �rewood gathering is 
permitted only within 300 feet of the open 
road, so long as resource damage 
does not result. 

Watch Out for the Ips Beetle!
Green �rewood invites unwanted pests. Understanding some 
basic information will help prevent tree health issues around 
your property next spring.Green Pinyon & Insects

The Rio Grande National Forest is happy 
to provide green pinyon �rewood within 
the Crestone Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) 
thinning project. Collecting green �rewood 
presents some risks. This brochure provides 
important information about gathering 
fuelwood from this project site.If you have 
additional questions about managing trees 
and forest health on private property, 
please contact the Colorado State Forest 
Service.
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Tips for Avoiding Ips 
Beetle Issues...
Once you know the basic biology of the beetle, you can take action 
to avoid impacts. Small stacks and lots of sun  are key to drying the 
wood out before spring. The following are a few additional 
alternatives to consider. To be e�ective, any of the following should 
be implemented before March:

• Stack green pinyon wood away from live pinyon trees. 
  The further away, the better, but a good rule of thumb is 
  100 feet away. It is ok to stack pinyon wood near Douglas-�r, 
  cottonwood, aspen, or blue spruce trees.

• Cover green pinyon wood with heavy plastic sheeting for 
  one season, burying the edges of the plastic. This will provide 
  solarization of the wood, reduce the release of volatiles, and 
  create unsuitable habitat for Ips beetle reproduction. Clear 
  plastic is best, but black plastic also works.

• Supplemental watering of high-value landscape trees during 
  periods of drought can reduce their susceptibility to the beetle.

• High-value landscape trees can also be proactively protected 
by using insecticide sprays. Application must provide complete 
coverage of the tree. This alternative is least desirable.

Rio Grande National Forest
Saguache Ranger District

Harvesting Green Pinyon Firewood
What You Need To Know

• Green pinyon wood will attract the pinyon Ips beetle 
   (Ips confusus) next spring after being cut.

• This native bark beetle inhabits the cambium of injured or 
   stressed pinyon trees.

• The beetles are typically active from March until the end of 
  October, homing in on recently cut trees.

• Beetles can attack nearby live pinyon trees, causing mortality.

• Evidences of a beetle infestation in living trees include boring 
   dust and gum-like pitch tubes on the bark, as well as fading 
   crowns.


