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This letter serves as documentation under Category 32.12 (8) for the approval of a temporary outfitting 
and guiding special use permit issued Glacier Adventure Guides. The permit will authorize guided day
use non-motorized activities including cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and a winter outdoor winter 
education class (involving only cross-country skiing and snowshoeing) on the Hungry Horse-Glacier 
View Ranger Districts. Locations will include (see attached maps): 

• Columbia Mtn Tr #51 and Demers Ridge Tr # 266 for guided snowshoeing 
• Spoon Lake Rd #10814 and Paola Cr Rd #1638 (open yearlong portion only) for guided cross
country skiing and snowshoeing 
• Low elevation, non-avalanche terrain areas near the Izaak Walton Inn, primarily old cutting 
units/open areas immediately adjacent to the Izaak Walton Inn's permit area for misc. winter 
outdoor education class with cross-country skiing and snowshoeing 

Authorized activities will occur December 15, 2020 -March 31, 2021. A maximum party size of eight 
clients per trip, and a total of 75 service days for the duration ofthe permit will be authorized. All 
personnel involved will be required to comply with the Flathead National Forest's food-storage and 
sanitation orders and receive bear country safety messaging. 

I determined that this project falls within a category of actions listed in the Forest Service Handbook that 
are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) and there are no extraordinary circumstances that would preclude use of the category. 
This category is identified as 36 CFR 220.6 ( d)(8): Approval, modification, or continuation ofminor, 
short-term (1 year or less) special uses ofNational Forest System lands. The preparation of a project or 
case file and decision memo are not required with this category. 

A news release was provided to the local media and stakeholders regarding ten temporary recreation 
events and guiding service proposals that would occur during the winter of 2020/2021. The temporary 
permit for Glacier Adventure Guides was one of these 10 proposals. This news release announced the 
scoping period and provided a link to the forest website which contained specific details on each 
proposal. The scoping period was from October 16 through November 6, 2020. The forest received 56 
comments on these proposals. Generally for all these proposals, we heard support for guided recreation 
and concerns about operating beyond April 1. Specific to the Glacier Adventure Guides Proposal, we 
heard twelve comments, and they involved concerns for disturbance to wildlife and increased use 
impacting public recreation. 
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Based on my review of the environmental effects and public feedback, it is my determination that no 
further actions to comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and policies are necessary. The proposal to 
issue the special use permit as described above may proceed. 

~v~ 
District Ranger 


