
How Well Do You Know the Lincoln National 
Forest?

This quiz will test your knowledge of  Lincoln 
National Forest history, wildlife, and more!



What well-known Forest Service Icon was rescued 
from a wildfire in the Capitan Mountains of Lincoln 
National Forest?  (click image)

Hint: This icon is more famously known as an animated character but had a 
real life counter part.

A. Woodsy Owl B. Smokey Bear C. Johnny Horizon



Nice job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

In 1944 the US Ad council and US Forest Service created a fictional cartoon bear 
named “Smokey Bear” to be the face of the campaign to prevent wildfires.

Shortly after in 1950 a black bear cub was rescued by firefighters in the Capitan 
Mountains of Lincoln National Forest. 

The bear cub was taken to a veterinarian and was treated for his injuries. 

Word spread about the bear and it was decided he would become the living 
embodiment of Smokey Bear. 

He was relocated to the National Zoo in Washington DC where he lived to be 26 years 
old and over 400 pounds!

He received so much fan mail that he was given his own Zip Code! 



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



The Lincoln National Forest boundary we know 
today was pieced together by separate National 
Forests and Preserves all of which were 
established by which US President?   (click image)

A. Abraham Lincoln B. Franklin D Roosevelt C. Theodore Roosevelt D. Ronald Reagan



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

During Theodore Roosevelt's presidency, in 1902 the Lincoln 
Forest Preserve was established and covered over half a million 
acres of forest around the towns of Capitan and Lincoln for 
which it was named. This was three years before the Forest 
Service was established in 1905.

The Lincoln Forest preserve would change in size and name 
over the years.  eventually becoming the Lincoln National 
Forest in 1945, and adopting the forest boundaries that we 
have to this day



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



Each the following about the Lincoln National 
Forest are true except...   (click image)

A. There are two ski facilities within the 
Lincoln National Forest

C. Lincoln National Forest is the southernmost National 
Forest land in New Mexico

B. Lincoln National Forest is home to Wild Horses



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

This was a tricky question! 

The two ski facilities on the Lincoln National Forest are Ski 
Apache, and Ski Cloudcroft. 

There are Wild horses on the Lincoln Nation forest and on the 
neighboring Mescalero Apache Reservation.

The Douglas Ranger District of Coronado National Forest 
extends into the “bootheel” of Southwestern New Mexico 



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



The three Ranger Districts of the Lincoln 
National Forest are:

A. Capitan Ranger District, Sacramento Ranger District, Caverns Ranger 
District

B.  White Sands Ranger District, Smokey Bear Ranger District, 
Guadalupe Ranger District

C. Smokey Bear Ranger District, Sacramento Ranger District, Guadalupe 
Ranger District



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

Smokey Bear Ranger district 
(District Office in Ruidoso, NM)

Sacramento Ranger district 
(District Office in Cloudcroft, NM)

Guadalupe Ranger district 
(district Office in Carlsbad, NM)



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



Which Old West gunslinger famously roamed 
Lincoln County in his day?

A. Wild Bill Hickock B. Billy the Kid C. John Wesley Hardin



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

Billy the Kid was born in 1859 to the name Henry McCarty.

He was an orphaned became a criminal, outlaw, and fugitive at a very young age in the 
Territory of New Mexico. 

When he was 16 years old, he fled New Mexico to Arizona to escape the law. 

He later would become a wanted man in Arizona and return to New Mexico with his 
given pseudonym William Bonny aka Billy the Kid. 

Back in new Mexico he became a notorious criminal and cattle rustler, joining the 
Regulators and participating in the Lincoln County War.

After escaping brief incarceration from murders committed in the war, Billy the Kid was 
tracked down and killed in Fort Sumner, NM in 1881 at the ae of 21.



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



How many federally designated wilderness 
areas does Lincoln National Forest contain?

A. One

B. Two

C. Three

D. None



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

There are two federally designated Wilderness Areas within 
the Lincoln National Forest. 

Both are a part of the Smokey Bear Ranger District. 

The White Mountain Wilderness lies in the Sierra Blanca 
Mountains Northeast of Ruidoso

The Capitan Mountain Wilderness Northeast of Capitan, NM



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



What is the Name of this Historic Forest 
Landmark?

A. Railroad Trestle Bridge

B. Cloudcroft Railroad Trestle

D. James Canyon Trestle

C. Mexican Canyon Trestle



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the next question!

Mexican Canyon Trestle also called the Cloudcroft Railroad Trestle was built in 1899 and was a part of the 
Alamogordo & Sacramento Mountains Railroad that operated from 1899 to 1947. 

The Railroad also called “the Cloud Climbing Railroad” due 
to the steep elevation change taken on by the line. 

The Railroad’s initial purpose was to create a timber supply 
line for the El Paso & Northeastern Railroad. But also 
served as a passenger line for tourists to escape the 
summer heat.  

The Mexican Canyon Trestle was one of 51 trestles on the 
rail line and the largest of the of the seven that remain 
standing today. A photo of the trestle in use circa 1910. 

Accounts of passengers recall they could hear 
the Trestle “creak under the train. 



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again or click here to go to the next question.



Which of these wildlife species is NOT found 
on the Lincoln National Forest? (click image)

A. Rocky Mountain Elk B. Mule Deer C. White-tailed Deer

D. Merriam’s Turkey E. African Oryx



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to move onto the FINAL question!

The diverse landscapes of the Lincoln National forest provide habitat for Rocky 
Mountain Elk, Mule Deer, White-tailed Deer, and Merriam’s Wild Turkey!

The African Oryx is an exotic (non-native species) that does is not found on the forest 
but is found in the deserts of the Tularosa Basin. 

The African Oryx or Gemsbok is native to the Kalahari Deserts of Southern Africa.

From 1969-1977, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish introduced 95 Oryx to 
the White Sands Missile Range to increase hunting opportunity in an arid portion of 
the state. 

Due to suitable habitat and lack of natural predators like the Lion, the Oryx 
population is now estimated to be 3,000-4000 Animals and extends beyond the 
limits of the Missile Range. 



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again click here to go to the FINAL question.



The first modern human inhabitants of the 
Sacramento Mountains where...  (click image)

A. Comanche Native Americans

B. French Trappers 

C. Bands of Apache Native Americans   

D. Spanish Conquistadors 



Nice Job, that’s correct! 

Click here to the finish the quiz!

The Sacramento Mountains and the surrounding area were historically inhabited by the Mescalero and other 
bands of Apaches prior to colonization.

The Mescalero Apache lived a nomadic hunting and gathering existence. Their name for themselves is ‘Shis-
Inday’ meaning “People of the Mountain Forest”

The name “Mescalero” was given by the Spanish meaning “people of the Mescal”. Referring to the Mescal plant 
which is an important plant resource that is gathered and processed to harvest the mescal agave nectar.

Today, the Mescalero Apache Reservation lies in the Sacramento Mountains. 



Whoops…incorrect. 

Unless you are stumped…

…Click Here to try again …Or click here to go to the next question.



Great Job! 

• We hope you learned something 
from this quiz! 

• Now you can test your friends’ 
knowledge of the Lincoln National 
Forest 

• Don’t forget to get outdoors and 
enjoy your National Forests  

• For more Forest info visit: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/lincoln

https://www.fs.usda.gov/lincoln

