
Fires Shape this Ecosystem
The landscape surrounding Pothole Trail is 
dominated by chaparral shrubs. Many of 
these species have small thick leaves which 
support survival during the hot and dry 
California summer.  Chaparral species are 
adapted to fire and can recover rapidly 
after disturbance. Some shrubs have seeds 
that are triggered to germinate by heat or 
smoke, while others are able to resprout 
from below-ground structures. Recently 
this area has experienced unnaturally 
frequent fires and too much fire can lead 
to ecosystem degradation. Taking actions 
to reduce fire ignitions is one way you can 
help conserve this diverse landscape. 

  

Cultural Resources 
Pothole Trail is on the western shore of 
Lake Piru and was historically occupied 
by the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of 
Mission Indians. The word Piru comes from 
the Tataviam word for the tule reed plant 
they used for basket making; originally 

pronounced “pea-
roo” and only 
later “pie-roo”. 
Tule reeds are still 
common along the 
shores of Lake Piru.

Amphibians
Amphibians are cold-blooded vertebrates, 
meaning they do not maintain body 
temperature through internal processes. 

Amphibians typically have 
two life phases: a gill-
breathing larval stage, 

followed by a 
terrestrial lung-
breathing adult 
stage. Federally 

mapped critical habitat for two special-status 
amphibian species, the Arroyo toad and the 
California red-legged frog, can be found nearby 
the Pothole Trail along Piru and Lisk Creeks.  
Amphibians are most active when foraging at 
night and during their breeding season, which 
is March to July for the Arroyo toad and late 
November to April for the California red-legged 
frog. Watch your step while hiking and help us 
protect these animals. Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus)
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The Pothole Trailhead Parking Area, owned and 
maintained by United Water Conservation District, 
is strategically positioned near the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture – U.S. Forest Service Pothole Trail 
to enhance public access and enjoyment of this 
unique area. The Pothole Trail extends into the 
Sespe Wilderness in the southern part of the Los 
Padres National Forest. Piru Creek is located east 
of the Pothole Trailhead Parking Area. Piru Creek 
is a major tributary of the Santa Clara River, and 
flows within the Los Padres National Forest and the 
adjacent Angeles National Forest. This site is within 
a riparian area, or an interface between land and a 
river or stream. Piru Creek is nationally designated 

as a Wild and Scenic River for a 7.3-mile section 
located between Pyramid Lake in Los Angeles 
County and the Ventura County boundary, north of 
Lake Piru. This designation recognizes the unique 
geologic features, including scenic tilted layers 
of sedimentary rock, and other formations that 
provide historical context to the region. Two major 
reservoirs situated on Piru Creek provide significant 
contributions to the regional water resources for 
Ventura County, California. Pyramid Lake, formed 
by Pyramid Dam is owned and operated by the 
California Department of Water Resources, and Lake 
Piru, formed by Santa Felicia Dam is owned and 
operated by United Water Conservation District.

Since 2000, the vicinity of Piru Canyon has experienced multiple fires– 
including the Verdale (2003; 8,474 acres), Piru (2003; 63,726 acres), Day 

(2006; 161,816 acres), and Ranch (2007; 58,410 acres) fires.

California Condor (Gymnogyps californianus)
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Piru Woven Basket  
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Reptiles
Reptiles are cold-blooded vertebrates, 
meaning they do not maintain body 
temperature through internal processes, 
and they have a spinal column. Piru Creek 
is home to the special-status 
southwestern pond turtle and 
many snake species, 
including the special-
status two-striped garter 
snake and rattlesnakes. 

Snakes may be seen sunbathing on trails 
or roadways to maintain body temperature. 
Interesting fact, the skin of a snake does 
not grow with the animal; rather, they 

regularly shed their skin 
as they grow. If you find 
discarded snake skins 
while hiking, it is a sign that 
snakes may be nearby.  

Birds
The Piru Creek riparian habitat attracts a 
variety of bird species including passerines, 
which are generally smaller birds with 
feet adapted for perching; and raptors, 
which are birds of prey. Pothole Trailhead 
is home to special-status bird species 
such as the southwestern 
willow flycatcher, 
yellow-breasted chat, 
and the least Bell’s 
vireo. In addition, 
approximately four miles 

west-northwest of this site is federally 
mapped critical habitat for the endangered 
California condor, the largest land bird in 

North America with a wingspan 
up to 10 feet long. Condors 
nest in cliffside caves or 
rock crevices and travel 
great distances in search of 
carrion, the decaying flesh of 
dead animals, which is their 
primary food source. 

Mammals
Mammals are warm-blooded vertebrates, 
meaning their body temperature is 
regulated internally and they 
have a spinal column. In 
addition, mammals give birth 
to live young and nurse 
them. Bats are mammals 
that have webbed wings 
and can fly. The chaparral, 
coastal sage scrub, and 
oak woodland habitats of 

the Pothole Trail provide suitable roosting 
and foraging habitat for the western mastiff 
bat and pallid bat. Bats may roost in the 
nooks of larger shrubs and in piles of 
rocks or downed trees. Bats in this area 

feed on insects, primarily moths, 
and communicate via 
echolocation, which uses 
sound to determine the 
location of objects.

Sample image of bats in flight.
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