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Foreword
This is a print version of an online product using a platform called ArcGIS StoryMaps .
Because some of the features and functionality of the story map cannot be replicated in a
print version, some of the text has been edited for clarity. The original online version can be
found at https://arcg.is/1WHfGn

Introduction
If you visit the Wayne National Forest today, you’ll find hills covered in forests, deep
hollows with winding streams, and an abundance of animals big and small that call this land
home. But if you dig a little deeper, and look a little closer, you’ll soon discover these hills
hold stories—stories of change, challenges, and resilience.
This story map takes a closer at some of those stories in the Wayne National Forest.
We examine the land’s past and how it impacts the present, some of the challenges and
opportunities the Wayne National Forest faces today, and how the Forest Service stewards
manage the land for present and future generations.
This is a longer, in-depth feature organized as a tour of selected sites in and around the
Wayne National Forest. An introductory section called “The Wayne-at-a-Glance” gives you
a quick overview of the national forest, and then the document goes into the tour sites
themselves—all of which are organized according to what unit of the Wayne they’re found
in.
We hope that you walk away from this tour with a newfound sense of appreciation and
understanding of the Wayne National Forest and its complex history. As we all look to the
future, it’s important that we understand where we’re coming from and where we currently
are so we can better prepare for where we might go.

“

These hills hold stories—stories of change,
challenges, and resilience.

”

Vista in the Ironton Unit
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Know Before You Go

considerate of those who might be hunting.
2. Some of the trails highlighted below are multi-use
trails, and visitors need to be aware of each other
when using those trails to avoid accidents.

You may want to get out there and see some of the sites
that are showcased in this document in person. And
if so, great! Each site highlighted includes information
on how to best access it. We highly encourage you to
visit these sites—as well as all the other experiences
the Wayne National Forest offers—but we want to
share a few words of caution first. And if you have any
questions about visiting the Wayne National Forest,
reach out to our front desk at (740) 753-0101, and a
friendly Forest Service employee will help you out!
The Wayne National Forest is a highly fragmented
national forest with many miles of roads crisscrossing
it. Not all Wayne National Forest boundaries are marked
on the ground. It is extremely important to know where
you are at all times to ensure that you are not trespassing
on private land. With cell service being limited to
non-existent in many areas, we recommend that you
download the free app Avenza to your smartphone, and
then visit our Wayne National Forest GeoPDF Maps
webpage to download maps of the units you are visiting.
Using our geoPDF maps in Avenza, you will be able to
know where you are in real time even without any cell
service.

3. Many developed recreation areas—including some
highlighted in this story map—are subject to seasonal
closures during the winter months, and multi-use
trails close to off-highway vehicle, mountain bike, and
equestrian use from December 15 to April 15 each
year. All trails remain open to foot-travel year-round.
4. Like all national forests, the Wayne is a working
forest, and you may encounter areas where active
management is taking place. We recommend that you
stay clear of those areas while the work is being done
to keep both you and the workers safe.
And finally, we recommend visiting our Alerts and
Notices webpage before venturing out to learn about
any closures in place or other important alerts.

It is also worth noting that the vast majority of
roads that pass through the Wayne are state, county, or
township roads, and they can vary wildly in condition.
Some maps and GPS units show roads that no longer
exist, and occasionally directions from mapping services
might try to take you down a non-maintained road or
a road that hasn’t actually existed in decades. When in
doubt, we recommend sticking to the main roads when
possible. And if you think your vehicle cannot safely
make it down a specific road, turn around. Parking
for some locations included in this story map may be
challenging or not possible close to the point of interest.
When visiting any national forest, it is recommended
that you plan ahead, bring appropriate supplies, make
other people aware of where you are going, and always
make safety your number one priority.
The Wayne National Forest is a land of many uses,
and with those uses brings safety concerns visitors
should be aware of:
1. Hunting is allowed in all parts of the Wayne except
for developed recreation areas. If you venture out
into the national forest during a hunting season, be
aware of your surroundings, wear bright colors, and be
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National Forest System Road 758 in the Athens Unit.

Marietta Unit

Athens Unit

Ironton Unit

The three units of the Wayne National Forest are clustered in southeast Ohio.

The Wayne at a Glance
Before we take a deeper dive, let’s first examine some
basic facts about the Wayne National Forest and the
Forest Service stewards who manage the land.
The Wayne National Forest is nestled in the forested Appalachian foothills of southeastern Ohio. The
Wayne is not one continuous national forest, but instead
consists of three geographically isolated units managed
under two ranger districts. The Athens Unit and Marietta Unit collectively make up the Athens Ranger District,
while the Ironton Unit makes up the Ironton Ranger
District.
Even within each individual unit, the lands that make
up the Wayne National Forest are highly fragmented,
with private and State lands interspersed in between.
Collectively, the Wayne consists of 244,265 acres ranging
across 12 counties.

The Wayne National Forest is part of the National
Forest System. National forests are federal public lands
that were originally established to provide quality water and timber for the Nation’s benefit. Over the years,
citizens have expanded the list of what they want from
national forests. Congress responded by directing the
Forest Service to manage national forests for additional
multiple uses and benefits and for the sustained yield
of renewable resources such as water, forage, wildlife,
wood, and recreation. Multiple use means managing
resources under the best combination of uses to benefit
the American people while ensuring the productivity of
the land and protecting the quality of the environment.
The Forest Service is the stewarding Federal Agency
that oversees and manages the national forests. This
Agency is housed within the United States Department
of Agriculture. Our mission here at the Forest Service
is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the
Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of
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present and future generations. To advance our mission
and serve our purpose, we balance the short and longterm needs of people and nature by working in collaboration with communities and our partners; providing
access to resources and experiences that promote economic, ecological, and social vitality; connecting people
to the land and one another; and delivering world-class

science, technology, and land management.
Now let’s take a deeper dive into the Wayne National
Forest! This tour features 33 points of interest spread
over 100 miles in southeast Ohio.

Above: A map of the National Forest System.

---

Below: Virginia bluebells in the Athens Unit.
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1) Headquarters & Welcome
Center

wetland, and a historic fire tower.

Coordinates: 39.402967, -82.167358
The Athens Unit is the northwesternmost unit of the
Wayne National Forest and encompasses 72,485 acres.
The Athens Unit, along with the Marietta Unit, make up
the Athens Ranger District. The unit’s name comes from
the town of Athens, which is the nearest largest town.

To Visit: The Welcome Center itself is currently closed
to visitors, but the outside areas are still open. The
building is located at 13700 US Hwy 33, Nelsonville,
OH 45764. You can call our front desk with questions at
740-753-0101.

2) Indigenous History
Coordinates: N/A
The first stewards of the land.
When Euro-Americans first laid eyes on what is now
southeast Ohio, they thought they were looking upon an
untouched wilderness. However, this couldn’t have been
further from the truth. Humankind has lived in Ohio for
at least 13,000 years, and throughout the millennia those
living here managed, cultivated, and ultimately helped
shape the land to sustain themselves.

The Wayne National Forest Headquarters & Welcome Center.

The Headquarters and Welcome Center is the main
administrative building for the Wayne National Forest.
This building houses the Forest Service staff that
oversee all three units of the Wayne, as well as the staff
that manage the Athens Unit specifically. The Forest
Supervisor for the Wayne National Forest is Carrie
Gilbert, and the Athens District Ranger is Jason Reed.
This building also functions as a welcome center for
those visiting the Wayne.
The Headquarters and Welcome Center opened in
2001. The building is conveniently located right off
US Highway 33, a major thoroughfare in southeast
Ohio. The building itself was designed to incorporate
architectural motifs that are uniquely from Appalachia
Ohio. Such motifs include coal tipples, covered bridges,
and locally made bricks. Inside the building is both
office space and an informative welcome center with
educational displays an d a front desk with friendly
Forest Service employees ready to answer your
questions. Outside, there are pollinator gardens, a small

American Indians were the original stewards of the
land that is now the Wayne National Forest. Ohio—
with its abundant resources and good weather—was
the place to be, and this is reflected in the number of
Tribes that all consider what is now Ohio as part of
their ancestral lands. These Tribes managed the land,
farmed domesticated crops, and traded—both in goods
and ideas—extensively with neighbors near and far.
This long history is recorded both in the countless
archaeological sites dotting the Wayne National Forest,
and in the oral histories shared today.

An engraving from 1876 showing American Indian earthworks in Ohio.
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The Forest Service regularly works with American
Indian Tribes throughout the United States. This is a
special type of relationship, known as government-togovernment consultation. Here at the Wayne National
Forest, we consult with Tribes when planning projects.
One of the ongoing endeavors at the Wayne right now
involves seeking traditional ecological knowledge from
those Tribes whose ancestral lands are in Ohio. While
still in the early stages, we hope to gather a library of
knowledge that we can draw on when managing the
landscape today.

Floodwood collapsed. With the land abandoned, the
forest regrew, and the buildings decayed. Much of the
land that was New Floodwood was then purchased
by the Federal government and added to the Wayne
National Forest in the 1980s.

To Visit: Due to the sensitive and protected nature
of most Tribal sites, there is not any specific location
that can be safely shared in the Wayne National Forest
without risking the integrity of the site. However, you
can visit the nearby mounds in The Plains, which date
to what archaeologists refer to as the Adena Culture.
Although these specific mounds are not part of the
Wayne National Forest, similar mounds are found
throughout the Wayne. The “Hartman Mound” can be
viewed from Mound Street in The Plains.

The forest now growing where the ghost town of New Floodwood
stood in the early 1900s.

4) Meada Road Grassland
Coordinates: 39.432748, -82.350910

3) New Floodwood Ghost Town

The challenges of managing reclaimed minelands.

Coordinates: 39.41623, -82.180737
From boom to bust to forest.
Throughout the 1800s and early 1900s, southeast
Ohio was the epicenter of a bustling mining industry.
Hundreds of small towns—often referred to nowadays
as little cities of black diamonds—popped up near
the countless mines dotting the landscape. In order
to sustain the booming populations of these mining
towns, nearly all of southeast Ohio’s forests were cut
down for timber and charcoal, many of the ridgetops
and bottomlands were converted to row crops, and the
hillsides were grazed by sheep and cows.
But as the coal industry collapsed in southeast Ohio,
so too did the small mining towns. While many towns
simply shrunk in size, others completely disappeared.
This hollow was the site of one such boom and bust
coal town—New Floodwood. At its peak in the late
1800s, New Floodwood was a bustling company coal
town with nearly 600 wooden houses, a large store, and
two iron furnaces. As one local author noted in 1883,
New Floodwood “has sprung up within the last three
years, and, should the anticipants of the proprietors be
fulfilled, will soon be a seat of considerable industry.”
That vision did not hold in the long run, and New

Southeast Ohio has a long history of extractive industry
that has had lasting impacts on the landscape today. The
area in and around what is now the Athens Unit has
a particularly long history of both above-ground and
below-ground coal mining.
During the late 1800s and throughout the early and
mid-1900s, above ground strip mining was a common
method of coal extraction. Many of these minelands
were reclaimed in the past several decades, but they were
often reclaimed in such a way that resulted in thin soil
in which trees cannot easily grow. So instead of a forest
coming back, these areas resemble grasslands.
The Meada Road Grassland is one such example.
This area was once strip mined and then reclaimed by
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A portion of Meada Road Grassland.

by the mining company after the mining operation
Rock Run Coal Mine Remediation Project, which aimed
stopped. That company then sold the land, which
to clean up abandoned minelands and begin tackling the
was purchased by the Forest Service and added to the
issue of acid mine drainage in the Rock Run watershed,
Wayne National Forest. These reclaimed minelands
play an important role to declining grassland species,
but the management of the grasslands has also proven
challenging. These minelands were often reclaimed
using non-native species that eventually turned out to be
incredibly invasive, including species like autumn olive
and Asiatic bush clovers. Due to the nature of nonnative invasive species, curtailing their spread throughout
the grassland is extremely challenging. Meada Road
Grassland, for example, contains sections dominated
by both autumn olive and non-native bush clovers, in
addition to native grasses and wildflowers.
To Visit: Meada Road Grassland can be accessed by
Meada Road, which travels through the reclaimed
grassland.

The small pond and adjacent prairie planting at the Upstream Rock
Run Coal Mine Remediation site. The prairie planting provides habitat
to native pollinators, like the declining monarch butterfly.

5) Upstream Rock Run Coal Mine
Remediation Site
Coordinates: 39.586757, -82.223588
From devastation to destination.
Past land use impacts the land today, and these longlasting impacts are called legacy effects by ecologists.
Some legacy effects can be very detrimental to the
landscape, but active management can often successfully
address them and improve the impacted area.
The areas in and around the Athens Unit face a
particularly widespread legacy effect called acid mine
drainage. Acid mine drainage occurs when water
interacts with now-exposed rock layers in abandoned
mines. This interaction results in the water becoming
acidic while also picking up heavy metals. The acidic,
polluted water then flows out of the mines—often
through the entrance portal or a seep—and into local
waterways. Those streams then become polluted
themselves, and in some cases can have pH levels so low
that living creatures cannot survive.
These “dead” streams—which often have a shocking
orange or blue hue from the heavy metals—were
once common around the Athens Unit, but thanks
to collaborative efforts by the Forest Service, Ohio
Department of Natural Resources, and partners like
Rural Action, some of these streams have been brought
“back to life.” This area was the site of the Upstream

as well as the Monday Creek watershed that Rock Run
empties into. In addition to cleaning up the abandoned
mine lands and their associated issues, this project
also diversified wildlife habitat through the creation
of a prairie and a small pond and created additional
recreational opportunities in the northern Athens Unit.
To Visit: The Upstream Rock Run Coal Mine
Remediation Site can be accessed by parking in the small
gravel lot on the east side of Ohio State Route 93 in
between the villages of New Straitsville and Shawnee.

6) Oak-Dominated Systems
Coordinates: 39.486750, -82.184422
The mighty oak and its important roles.
The lands in the Wayne National Forest and the rest
of southeast Ohio are part of the oak-dominated
ecosystems of the Central Appalachian foothills. In
these systems, oaks (trees in the diverse genus Quercus)
make up anywhere from 34% to 73% of the canopy,
depending on environmental factors at any given site.
This is not a new phenomenon by any means, as oaks
have dominated southeast Ohio for thousands of
years. These oak-dominated ecosystems are incredibly
important not only for the cultural and economic
significance that the oaks themselves hold to society, but
also for the biodiversity they harbor and sustain.
Because of the long history of oaks in southeast
Ohio, oaks have become a fundamental component of
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A typical view of an oak-dominated system. The paler trees in the photo are white oaks, one of the most common oak species in southeast Ohio.

a complex food web. Hundreds of species of animals
feed directly on some part of oak trees—including
the acorns, leaves, and bark. Thousands more species
feed on those animals that feed on oaks. For example,
over 500 species of butterflies and moths eat oak
leaves, and migrating songbirds prefer feeding in oaks
because of the large number of caterpillars—and
other arthropods—that can be found on oaks. In the
winter, acorns produced by oaks are one of the most
important food sources for mammals like white-tailed
deer. Fallen oak leaves—which decay more slowly than
leaves from other types of trees—provide a steady
source of food to the invertebrates living on the forest
floor, which themselves are then eaten by salamanders,
shrews, and the likes. Oaks even positively impact
aquatic ecosystems; oak leaves in wetlands, for example,
increase productivity, which has been shown to increase
the survival and fitness of frogs. From the water, to the
forest floor, up through the canopy, and everywhere in
between, oaks play an important role in our ecosystems.
Examples of oak-dominated ecosystems can
be readily found throughout the Wayne. Ridgetops
and south-to-west facing slopes feature dry oak

communities. North-to-east facing slopes and some
north-facing ridgetops feature dry-mesic mixed oak
communities. Hollows and floodplains feature rolling
bottomlands mixed hardwood forests, where oaks are
co-dominants with mesic hardwood species.
To Visit: Oak-dominated ecosystems are easy to find in
the Wayne National Forest. A good location to visit to
see such an example is the Long Ridge Trailhead. The
forests on the ridgetop around the trailhead, as well as
the forests on either side of National Forest System
Road 758 leading to the trailhead, are oak-dominated
forests.

7) Mesophication
Coordinates: 39.451622, -82.160596
A fundamental shift on the horizon.
Nature is in a constant state of flux. Throughout time,
various forces push and pull ecosystems in different
directions. Some of these changes are beneficial and
promote biological diversity; however, others can bring
about adverse impacts to the biological community.
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This area highlights one of the concerning
changes happening across the landscape right now:
mesophication. Our ecosystems have been, and
currently are, dominated by oaks. However, oaks
are struggling to replace themselves. Instead, shadetolerant and moisture-loving species, like red maples,
are outcompeting the next generation of oaks in a
phenomenon scientist call mesophication. This process
can be easily seen here, as essentially all the older trees
in the canopy are oaks, but virtually all the younger trees
in the under and mid-story are maples. As the oaks in
the canopy die, they won’t be replaced by more oaks but
instead by the young maples below them. This looming
fundamental shift in the ecosystem threatens to bring
about major disruptions to the food web and nutrient
and water cycling in southeast Ohio.

A section of an oak-dominated forest undergoing mesophication.
The larger, older trees are nearly all some species of oak. The smaller,
younger trees in the understory and midstory are essentially all
maples. When the older oaks in this section die, this area will shift from
being oak-dominated to maple-dominated, which will have negative
ecological impacts.

Historically, a variety of forces came together to help
sustain oaks across the landscape. Today, however, many
of these forces are gone or have been minimized. But
a variety of active management techniques—including
prescribed burning and timber harvesting—have proven
to be effective at sustaining oaks when used at the right
place in the right way. The Forest Service and other
land managers are already trying to help sustain oakdominated ecosystems, but a question remains: can
enough be done to have an effective large-scale impact
across the fragmented landscape?
To Visit: Park at the gravel pull-off on Utah Ridge
Road. From there, walk into the forest on the southeast
side of the road. Note all the young maples in the
understory, and the old oaks in the canopy.

8) Oak Woodlands
Coordinates: 39.417518, -82.157792
Restoring a once-common ecosystem.
Not all ecosystems with trees are forests. While forests
are indeed one type of treed ecosystem, there are others
such as savannas and woodlands. In a nutshell, the main
difference between such treed ecosystems are how
densely spaced the trees are and how open or closed
the canopy is. These different ecosystems exist on a
continuum with each other; they do share many similar
characteristics, but they also have key differences that
have profound impacts on what species call them home.
Historically, oak woodlands were very common
across southeast Ohio prior to large-scale European
settlement and subsequent deforestation. Woodlands
have an open, discontinuous canopy of trees that
allows sunlight to reach the ground with an understory
of scattered shrubs and a dense floor of wildflowers,
grasses, and sedges.
Today, however, woodlands are rare across southeast
Ohio. Many of these formerly open woodlands have
transitioned to dense, closed forests due to the changes
to the natural disturbance regime and the introduction
of new human-induced stressors. And because of this,
many of the plants and animals that live in woodlands—
like the red-headed woodpecker and prairie warbler—are
now also uncommon or declining.

An area of the Baileys Tract where an eco-management project is in
the processing of restoring an oak woodland ecosystem. This area is
beginning to resemble a woodland, but still requires many years of
work.

This section of the Wayne National Forest is part of
an ongoing project to sustain oak-dominated ecosystems
and restore oak woodlands on the ridgetops. As part of
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this project, the Forest Service manages this area
using prescribed burns and other techniques to help
open the canopy and allow more sunlight to reach the
ground. This then creates habitat for species that live in
woodlands, as evidenced by the rowdy and rambunctious
red-headed woodpeckers that recently moved into this
area in late 2020.

and all land management decisions—it comes with
positive and negative tradeoffs. For example, forests
in this management areas will provide habitat for areasensitive interior forest species like the worm-eating
warbler. At the same time, these forests will continue to
undergo mesophication, causing disruptions to the food
web.

To Visit: We recommend exploring this area on foot
by hiking along the Wild Turkey Trail in the Baileys
Trail System. This trail can be most easily reached by
parking on West Bailey Road where the Wild Turkey
Trail crosses, then accessing the Wild Turkey Trail on
the southwest side of the road, and finally hiking 0.25
miles along the trail until it flattens out on the ridgetop.
At that point, you will enter the woodland. Alternatively,
some woodland sections can be seen from Utah
Ridge Road just north of the intersection with New
Floodwood Road.

9) Future Old Forest Management
Area
Coordinates: 39.577058, -82.031884

An older white oak tree in the Wildcat Hollow area of the Future Old
Forest Management Area.

A demand for old forests.
There is no old-growth forest in the Wayne National
Forest. When the Forest Service was forming the Wayne
National Forest, they purposefully acquired barren
and scarred lands in order to reforest those parcels
and improve their health. As a result, the forests in the
Wayne National Forest are second-growth forests mostly
between 40 and 100 years old.
Despite the lack of older, more mature forest due
to the history of the formation of the Wayne National
Forest, we at the Forest Service acknowledge there is
a strong desire from many people to have forests with
older trees accessible for recreation and enjoyment. To
help try and meet that desire, a management area in
the Wayne National Forest called “Future Old Forest”
was established in 2006. This management area aims
to create old forests that change only through natural
disturbances by reducing human-induced disturbances.
Eventually, forest parcels within this management area
will contain many large, mature trees, snags and woody
debris, and a mostly closed canopy with scattered gaps.
It will take decades to achieve such conditions,
however. In addition, this “hands-off ” approach is still a
type of land management decision, and—as with every

The Wildcat Hollow Trail winds its way through a
section of the Future Old Forest Management Area.
While the trail travels through this management area,
that is not to say this area is currently filled with old
forests. In fact, the forests in the Wildcat Hollow
area are generally between 30 and 150 years old, but
a few examples of large trees can be found scattered
throughout for those looking for such.
To Visit: Hiking along the Wildcat Hollow Trail is the
best way to explore a part of the Wayne National Forest
in the Future Old Forest Management Area. To access
the Wildcat Hollow Trail, park at the Wildcat Hollow
Trailhead off Sunday Creek Road.

10) Monday Creek Off-Highway
Vehicle Trail System
Coordinates: 39.482939, -82.292176
Providing the range of recreational opportunities.
Outdoor recreation has been—and continues to be—
an incredibly popular pastime, and recent studies have
shown that it’s only getting more popular. Outdoor
recreation comes in many forms, and so the Forest
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Dirt bike riders at a Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle System trailhead.

Forest Service offers a wide variety of outdoor
recreation opportunities across the 154 national forests
to help meet their recreation mandate.

to ride the motorized trails in the Wayne. This is just one
example of how national forests promote economic and
social vitality in rural communities.

One of the most well-known outdoor recreation
opportunities here in the Wayne National Forest is the
Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System. This
trail system features around 85 miles of trails open to
off-highway vehicles like dirt bikes, ATVs, and UTVs
that are no more than 50 inches wide. Between the
Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System, the
nearby Long Ridge Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System,
and the Hanging Rock, Pine Creek, and Superior OffHighway Vehicle Trail Systems in the Ironton Unit, the
Wayne National Forest collectively offers around 147
miles of motorized trails. In a state that only has 200
miles of motorized trails publicly available, the Wayne
plays an important role for this recreation niche.

To Visit: There are eight trailheads that access the
Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System. To
learn about the trailheads, visit the Monday Creek OHV
Trail System webpage. These trails are open to hiking
year-round, and open to off-highway vehicles up to 50
inches wide as well as mountain bikes from April 15 to
December 15 each year. A permit is required to ride offhighway vehicles in the Wayne National Forest. To learn
about the other rules for motorized recreation in the
Wayne, visit our Rules and Regulations for OHV Riding
webpage.

Here in the Athens Unit, motorized recreation has
a long history and significantly contributes to local
economies. Many of the villages in and around the
Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System—
such as New Straitsville—are ATV friendly, and several
locally-owned businesses, from restaurants to private
campgrounds, cater to those traveling from near and far

11) Baileys Trail System
Coordinates: 39.403972, -82.129668
The power of community.
Each year, hundreds of thousands of people from all
over visit the Wayne National Forest to recreate. The
Wayne National Forest offers many outdoor recreation
opportunities, including hiking, hunting, off-highway
vehicle riding, horseback riding, nature watching, fishing,
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developed camping, backpacking, boating, mountain
biking, and more. However, outdoor recreation
is changing. Funding for recreation has decreased
while demand for more opportunities is increasing.
Maintenance of existing opportunities is also becoming
more difficult due to changes in funding and changes in
in the climate. So, what might the future look like?

When people visit to bike or hike, they will also spend
money in the community. This new revenue will
not only help pay back the costs associated with the
upfront development and continued maintenance of
the trails, but will also stimulate economic development
and ultimately benefit those living in these rural
communities.

A possible path forward is exemplified in the Baileys
Trail System, one of the newest opportunities in the
Wayne National Forest. The Baileys Trail System
features a series of trails optimized for mountain biking
that are also open to hiking and trail running. The
Baileys Trail System is a community-driven project using
an innovative funding approach called conservation
financing. The end goal is to have an 88-mile trail system
with trailheads in local communities. So far, 14 miles
have been completed, with more on the way.

To Visit: The Baileys Trail System is best accessed at
the Chauncey-Dover Trailhead off of West Bailey Road
in the village of Chauncey. This trailhead is still under
construction, and it will be drastically changing over the
next couple years.

The Baileys Trail System is a great example of how
national forest resources can be used to benefit local
communities and their economies. The village of
Chauncey—where the main trailhead is located—was
historically a booming coal mining town, but the village
experienced an economic bust when the coal industry
left. Nowadays, Chauncey and other nearby communities
are looking to draw visitors in using outdoor recreation.

Wildcat Hollow Trail, Athens Unit
Page 13

A section of the Baileys Trail System.
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12) Marietta Unit Field Office

13) Fragmented Land Base

Coordinates: 39.402967, -82.167358

Coordinates: N/A

The Marietta Unit is the easternmost unit of the Wayne
National Forest and encompasses 64,667 acres, making
it the smallest of the units. The Marietta Unit, along
with the Athens Unit, collectively make up the Athens
Ranger District. The unit’s name comes from the town
of Marietta, which is the nearest largest town.

The challenges—and opportunities—of a fragmented national
forest.

The Marietta Unit Field Office.

The Marietta Unit Field Office houses the Forest
Service staff that manage the Marietta Unit. As part of
the Athens Ranger District, District Ranger Jason Reed
oversees the Marietta Unit. This office is shared by the
Forest Service and the United States Department of the
Interior Bureau of Land Management, but also features
a front desk for visitors who stop by with questions and
curiosity as well as an interpretive kiosk outside.

The Wayne is a highly fragmented national forest.
Despite being one of the smaller national forests
(ranked 132 in size out of the 155 national forests),
the Wayne has over 1,990 miles of boundary. Stretched
out in a straight line, that is a longer distance than the
distance from the northern tip of Maine to the southern
tip of Florida. The individual parcels of land making up
the Wayne National Forest can range from thousands
of acres in size to less than 50 acres. In between parcels
of the Wayne are lands of other ownership, including
private lands, State lands, and more.
This fragmented land base poses a challenge for land
management. For example, if non-native invasive species
are removed from a small parcel of the Wayne that is
surrounded by privately owned land filled with more
non-native invasive species, then those neighboring
invasive species will simply re-invade the Wayne parcel
in time. But despite the challenges associated with a
fragmented landscape, it also provides opportunities
for working together and tackling the difficulties of a
fragmented landscape. Using shared stewardship—or
working collectively across boundaries with partners—
problems can be addressed on a landscape level.
Through shared stewardship, the Forest Service can

The office is located off Ohio State Route 7, part of
the Ohio River Scenic Byway. In fact, the Ohio River
Scenic Byway travels up the entire eastern edge of the
Marietta Unit, and is a great—and scenic—way to see
the Ohio River, the forested hills of the Wayne National
Forest, and old river towns.
To Visit: The Marietta Unit Field Office is currently
closed to visitors, but the outside areas are still open.
The office is located at 27515 State Route 7, Marietta,
OH 45750. You can call the Marietta Unit Field Office
with questions about the Marietta Unit at (740) 3739055.
A map of the Marietta Unit, with National Forest System land in green.
Notice the high-degree of fragmentation.
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work with a variety of partners to do the right work in
the right place and at the right scale.
To Visit: There is no specific location to visit that
accompanies this entry.

14) Lamping Homestead
Recreation Area
Coordinates: 39.630128, -81.187886
From forest to homestead, and back to forest again.
Why is the Wayne National Forest so fragmented? The
answer lies in history. The patchwork ownership pattern
of the Wayne National Forest is a common feature
shared by many other national forests in the eastern
United States, and it’s a direct result of how and why
national forests in the east were originally formed.
By the early 1900s, much of the land in the eastern
United States had been deforested, and this led to
a suite of problems, such as rampant erosion. To
address this problem, Congress laid out general areas
in which a national forest would be formed (known as
proclamation, or purchase, areas), and then the United
States Government would purchase primarily deforested
land from private owners in order to reforest those
parcels.
With the Wayne National Forest, the United States
Government purchased lands from willing sellers that
were often previously owned by mining companies or
by local farmers. Mining companies sold their lands
once the coal reserves were exhausted, and the mining
opportunities were no longer profitable. Farmland was
often acquired from willing sellers because the land
was no longer productive for agriculture, or because
the properties were tax delinquent. The lands that were
previously held by mining companies tended to be
larger, while the lands that were previously farmland
tended to be smaller. This resulted in the patchwork
pattern of small and large parcels fragmented across the
landscape.
Lamping Homestead Recreation Area is one such
example of a previously farmed and cultivated piece
of land that is now part of the Wayne National Forest.
In the 1800s, the Lamping family homesteaded here—
clearing the forest, building a log house, and farming the
land. A small family cemetery sits atop a small knob and
details the hard life homesteaders faced. The Lamping
family moved on eventually, and others moved in and

The Lamping Family Cemetery, which can be found at the Lamping
Homestead Recreation Area.

continued cultivating this site until 1971 when the Forest
Service acquired the land from a willing seller, added
it to the Wayne National Forest, and turned it into a
recreation area.
To Visit: The parking lot for Lamping Homestead
Recreation Area can be accessed from Clearfork Road.

15) White Pine Plantations
Coordinates: 39.625059, -81.214694
Reforesting a barren landscape.
Throughout the 1800s and early 1900s, essentially all of
the forests in southeast Ohio were cut for timber at least
once. By 1910, only 10% of the state was forested. In
the wake of this deforestation, southeast Ohio looked
very different. The hillsides were barren and easily
erodible, and each passing storm cut gullies deeper and
deeper and washed large amounts of sediment into
streams.
Ohioans soon realized that unchecked clearing of
the forests created many problems, with erosion being
one of the most pressing issues. Foresters looked to
fast-growing pine trees, specifically the eastern white
pine (Pinus strobus), to quickly stabilize the soil and
minimize erosion. Across this corner of the state,
countless crews—mostly crews of young men in the
Civilian Conservation Corps—set out to plant hundreds
of white pine plantations on barren hills.
These pine plantations can be seen in and around
the Wayne National Forest today. While they served
a purpose in the early and mid-1900s and solved a
problem of that era, these pine plantations today pose
ecological concerns. White pine plantations were planted
densely in monocultures, and they do little to serve our
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native plants and wildlife. Recently, the Forest Service
has worked to convert some of these pine plantations
to native hardwood forest with the Kehota Vegetation
Management Project. And currently, the Forest Service
is planning to convert more of these pine plantations—
including this one—to native hardwoods with the
Marietta-Athens Pine Project. These conversions will
help promote native biodiversity.

The Walter Ring House, a historic structure on the National Register of
History Places.

Wayne National Forest in 1972.

A white pine plantation in the Wayne National Forest.

To Visit: White pine plantations can be easily seen
in the Wayne National Forest. To access this specific
pine plantation, turn onto Township Road 313 from
Ohio State Route 537, cross the bridge, and park when
you reach the end of the road. The bulk of the pine
plantation is to the southwest.

After this land and the house were added to the
Wayne, the Forest Service worked to record knowledge
about the house and its history, protect it by stabilizing
the structure, and then helped get it added to the
National Register of Historic Places. Today, the Forest
Service helps interpret its history to visitors so they can
better appreciate its place in the storied history of the
land.
To Visit: The Walter Ring House is in the Ring Mill
Campground. The campground can be accessed by
turning off of Township Road 575 at the campground
sign.

16) Walter Ring House

17) Covered Bridge Scenic Byway

Coordinates: 39.607779, -81.121554

Coordinates: 39.536861, -81.222501

Managing the heritage resources of the Wayne.

The intersection of heritage and recreation.

With 13,000 years of human history, the land that is
now the Wayne National Forest contains many historical
sites, artifacts, and stories. Collectively, these are known
as heritage resources, and the Forest Service manages
these resources too. The heritage program at the
Wayne National Forest works on finding, identifying,
cataloguing, protecting, and educating about these
special and vulnerable heritage resources.

Traveling from Marietta to Woodsfield, the 35-mile long
Covered Bridge Scenic Byway follows Ohio State Route
26 as it winds past forests, farms, and covered bridges.
For much of the scenic byway, the Little Muskingum
River flows alongside. The scenic byway historically
passed by four individual covered bridges, but now
passes by only three after the untimely collapse of the
Knowlton Covered Bridge in 2019.

This stone house is an example of the heritage
program in action. The historic Walter Ring House was
built in the 1840s by the Ring family. The Ring family
were millers, and they operated a grist mill at the nearby
Little Muskingum River for decades. Four generations
of the Ring family lived in this house and on this land
before it was sold to the Forest Service and added to the

While none of the covered bridges are part of the
Wayne National Forest, nor managed and maintained
by the Forest Service, the Forest Service does offer
interpretive signs and complimentary facilities like
campgrounds along the way, which helps connect
visitors to the local heritage.
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Recreation and tourism based around history and

sites, helping draw the connection between the present
day and the area’s past.
To Visit: The Covered Bridge Scenic Byway is 35 miles
long and travels through Washington and Monroe
Counties on Ohio State Route 26. To learn more about
the sites along the byway, as well as more detailed
directions, visit the Covered Bridge Scenic Byway
webpage.

18) Leith Run Recreation Area
The Rinard Covered Bridge, one of the covered bridges along the
Covered Bridge Scenic Byway.

heritage is becoming more popular across the region.
Here in Ohio alone, there has been an estimated 8%
increase in visitation to historic sites. More people are
not only visiting historic sites—like those along the
Covered Bridge Scenic Byway—but are also looking for
interpretation of those sites. If you take a drive along
this byway, you’ll find educational kiosks at the historical

Coordinates: 39.444794, -81.151336
Sustainable recreation for a changing world.
Leith Run Recreation Area is a beloved campground and
day-use site situated right on the banks of the mighty
Ohio River. But it is precisely the location that not only
makes it loved, but also puts it at high risk.
Being located right next to the Ohio River in the
floodplain, Leith Run is very vulnerable to flood events.

The view of the Ohio River as scene from the deck at Leith Run Recreation Area. The inset photo in the top right shows the extensive flooding
that took place in the 2018 flood event.
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A section of the North Country National Scenic Trail in the Marietta Unit.

Just recently in the spring of 2018, a flood caused
extensive damage to the campground’s electrical and
wastewater systems, causing it to be closed throughout
the summer as the costly repairs were made. When
Leith Run reopened later that year, it was only open
for five days before another flood occurred and caused
the campground to close for the rest of the year. And
as the climate changes, the frequency of flood events
is expected to increase, which will mean Leith Run will
flood more and more, causing repeated damage to the
recreation infrastructure.
Concerns for recreation infrastructure are not just
limited to Leith Run Recreation Area. As the climate
changes, and as outdoor recreation becomes more
popular and sites experience higher visitation, existing
infrastructure like trails, bridges, and campgrounds
will be stressed across the Wayne National Forest.
Consequently, the Forest Service has been focusing on
making recreation sustainable. By taking a sustainable
approach to recreation, the Forest Service can minimize
damage to infrastructure, make the infrastructure more
resilient, and ultimately make recreational opportunities

that last.
To Visit: Leith Run Recreation Area is accessed off
Ohio State Route 7 (the Ohio River Scenic Byway).
To learn more, visit the Leith Run Recreation Area
webpage.

19) North Country National Scenic
Trail
Coordinates: 39.520355, -81.168696
The longest national trail.
The North Country National Scenic Trail is a
Congressionally designated trail in the National Trails
System that spans 4,600 miles from North Dakota to
New York (and soon to be Vermont!). As it winds its
way past mountains, cities, prairies, and farms, it travels
through forests in both the Marietta Unit and the
Athens Unit.
The North Country Trail—as it’s often simply
referred to—is a shared stewardship endeavor. The trail
is administered by the U.S. Department of Interior
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National Park Service. In Ohio, the trail shares much
of its path with the Buckeye Trail, a 1,444 mile trail that
loops through the state. Because the North Country
Trail and Buckeye Trail share much of the same
pathway, the Buckeye Trail Association maintains the
sections of the North Country Trail that pass through
Ohio. For the sections of the North Country/Buckeye
Trail that pass through the Wayne National Forest,
the Forest Service works alongside the National Park
Service, Buckeye Trail Association, and North Country
Trail Association to manage the trail.
To Visit: The North Country Trail can be accessed
in a variety of places throughout the Wayne National
Forest. A particularly scenic stretch—including the rock
outcrops pictured—can be accessed from the Archer’s
Fork Trailhead off of Shay Ridge Road. From this
trailhead, you can travel east to view the rock outcrops,
or travel south to view the Irish Run Natural Bridge. For
a virtual map of the entire trail, visit the North Country
Trail Association’s map.

20) Little Muskingum River
Coordinates: 39.435949, -81.35818
High-quality streams winding through a fragmented landscape.
The Marietta Unit is home to many high-quality
streams and—compared to the other two units of the
Wayne—has the highest concentration of such standout
streams. The Little Muskingum River flows right down
the middle of the Marietta Unit and is, perhaps, the
most noteworthy stream in the Wayne National Forest.
The stream has an exceptional warmwater quality
designation, and several rare and uncommon animals—
like the river otter and the state endangered Ohio
Lamprey—call the stream home.

But that is not to say the Little Muskingum
River is pristine. Several factors, including areas
without a riparian zone, sedimentation, and adjacent
activities on land like cattle grazing and farming, have
negatively impacted it. Land and water ecosystems are
interconnected, and what happens on land impacts
aquatic systems. Because the Wayne National Forest is
fragmented, activities that happen upstream on lands of
other ownership can adversely impact the water quality
of the stream segment downstream within the national
forest. Most of the land along the Little Muskingum
River is privately owned, and consequently the Forest
Service is limited and can only manage the stream
segments that flow through parts of the Wayne National
Forest.
Despite these challenges, the Forest Service works
to improve the quality of the Little Muskingum River
and the other streams flowing through the Wayne
National Forest. The Forest Service has a long history
of improving watershed health, and managing for
water quality is one of the mandated multiple-uses of
national forests. And sometimes that means taking an
indirect approach. By keeping headwater streams that
ultimately flow into the Little Muskingum River healthy
and maintaining riparian zones within watersheds,
waterbodies downstream—like the Little Muskingum—
will be positively impacted.
To Visit: The Little Muskingum River can be accessed
at several locations, including at the Hune Bridge
Campground, Ring Mill Campground, and Lane Farm
Campground. The location on the map for this site is
at Lane Farm Campground, which offers a view of the
lower stretches of the Little Muskingum River. Lane
Farm is accessed off of Ohio State Route 26.

21) Young, Shrubby Forest
Coordinates: 39.414361, -81.244496
Creating a diversity of ecosystems to promote a diversity of life.

A segment of the Little Muskingum River.

Different animals need different types of habitat to
survive. Forest-dwelling gray squirrels can’t live in a
grassland, nor will you find a pileated woodpecker
living in a marsh. But even forest-dwelling animals can’t
all live in the same type of forest. Many animals have
adapted to live not only in forests that have a certain
composition of plants, but also in forests that have a
certain structure and are of a certain age. And even
then, many animals will use different forest types and
Page 20

ages during different parts of the year. That’s why it’s
important to have a wide variety of forest types and
forest ages present when promoting biodiversity.
Across southeast Ohio and in the Wayne National
Forest, many of the forests are getting older. At the
same time, there has been a large decline in young,
shrubby forest habitat. Between 2006 and 2016 in
the Wayne, young forests less than 20 years old have
declined by 93%. This decline in young, shrubby forest
is bad news for animals that need that type of habitat
to survive, such as the declining prairie warbler, yellowbreasted chat, and ruffed grouse.
As young, shrubby forest habitat continues to
disappear, so too will those species that depend on it.
The Forest Service, however, has been working to create
more of this type of forest to help these declining
species by using active management. This section of the
Marietta Unit is an example of where the Forest Service
created young, shrubby forest habitat by using timber
harvesting, a type of land management tool.

Young, shrubby forest in the southern portion of the Marietta
Unit. This habitat was created using timber harvesting as a land
management tool.

To Visit: The young, shrubby forest can be accessed
off Kerr Run Road just south of the intersection with
Milltown Hill Road. Park on the side of the road near
the gate (be careful not to block the gate), and walk
back into the young forest area using the gravel and dirt
paths.

Mill Creek Falls, Marietta Unit
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22) Ironton Ranger District Office

23) Poke Patch

Coordinates: 38.609068, -82.648145

Coordinates: 38.81716, -82.576412

The Ironton Unit is the southernmost administrative
unit of the Wayne National Forest. It is the single largest
unit of the Wayne, encompassing 107,113 acres across
four counties. It is managed as a single ranger district—
the Ironton Ranger District—with a district office in
Pedro.

Preserving and sharing southeast Ohio’s Underground Railroad
heritage.
The Wayne National Forest first began to take shape
in 1934, when the Forest Service purchased the initial
parcels that became the new national forest. Today,
the Wayne National Forest protects countless sites of
past communities that no longer exist. One historic
community of particular note was Poke Patch, which
was a predominately Black community in the 1800s. This
community—and many others in southeast Ohio—was
heavily involved in the Underground Railroad, helping
self-emancipated Black Americans on their journey
north as they escaped enslavers in the south.

The Ironton Ranger District Office in Pedro, Ohio.

Like the other units of the Wayne, the Ironton Unit
is named after the nearest largest town—in this case
Ironton, Ohio. The name “Ironton” alludes to the iron
industry that dominated this broader area in the 1800s.
From roughly 1818 to 1873, forty-six stone furnaces
were built throughout this region to smelt locally-mined
iron. At one point in time, this area was one of the
foremost producers of iron in the world.
The current Ironton Ranger District Office was built
in 1991. The Ironton Ranger District staff work out of
this office, with the district being led by District Ranger
Tim Slone. The Ironton Unit is a biodiverse area with
an active land management program, and is home to
a wide variety of dispersed and developed recreation
opportunities.
To Visit: The office is located at 6518 Ohio State Route
93, Pedro OH 45659. The office is temporarily closed
to visitors at the moment, but you can call the office at
(740) 534-6500 with any specific questions about visiting
the Ironton Unit.

A historic photo of a church that once served those living in the Poke
Patch area.

Nowadays, not many visual traces are left of Poke
Patch, and a forest now stands where farms and
homesteads once stood. The stories of this community,
however, live on. The Wayne National Forest’s heritage
program works to record, preserve, and share important
stories like these for today’s and future generations.
To Visit: Although there is not a specific site to visit
nowadays, the general area of Poke Patch is centered
around Poke Patch Road in Gallia County.
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A segment of the Lake Vesuvius Horseback Riding System.

24) Lake Vesuvius Horseback
Riding System
Coordinates: 38.630419, -82.581612
Providing diverse and high-quality recreational opportunities.
The Wayne National Forest provides a suite of
recreational opportunities. The Lake Vesuvius
Horseback Riding System, for example, offers 49 miles
of trails optimized for horseback riding that winds
through scenic country. This trail system is a nationally
recognized destination, drawing visitors from out of
state who often travel hundreds of miles.
When visitors travel to the Wayne National Forest for
recreation, they not only receive personal benefits in the
form of mental and physical well-being, but they often
also provide benefits to the local communities around
the national forest destination. Visitors might stop to
fuel up at a local gas station, or use services from a local
outfitter or private campground, or grab a meal after
their outing in a nearby restaurant, or do some shopping
at a local business. Across the Nation, outdoor activities

generate an estimated $887 billion a year, with outdoor
activities in the state of Ohio—including the Wayne
National Forest—generating an estimated $24.3 billion
in consumer spending. By providing diverse and highquality recreational opportunities, the Wayne National
Forest strives to be a good neighbor through promoting
economic and social vitality in local communities.
To Visit: This trail system is open to equestrian riders
and hikers. There are five trailheads that access different
sections of the 49 mile trail system. To find out more
information about the trailheads and their location,
please visit the Lake Vesuvius Horseback Riding System
webpage.

25) Lake Vesuvius Recreation
Area
Coordinates: 38.607449, -82.63061
Providing diverse and high-quality recreational opportunities.
Across the Nation, water-based recreational activities are
getting more and more popular. This trend holds true in
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the Wayne National Forest, where fishing, paddleboarding, and boating—especially paddle-based boating
like kayaking and canoeing—are all increasing in
popularity. There are plenty of opportunities here too!
The Wayne features over 130 ponds and lakes, as well
as dozens of streams ready for a kayaking or canoeing
adventure.
By far the most popular destination in the Wayne
National Forest for water-based recreation is Lake
Vesuvius. Lake Vesuvius is a 143-acre reservoir featuring
a beach and boat ramp, as well as surrounding trails,
campgrounds, and heritage sites like the Vesuvius
Furnace.
To Visit: When visiting Lake Vesuvius, a good starting
point is the parking lot at the Lake Vesuvius Dam and
Vesuvius Iron Furnace, located off Ellisonville-Paddle
Creek Road. Further areas—including the boat ramp—
can be accessed off National Forest System Road 1955.

26) Hanging Rock Motorized Trail
System
Coordinates: 38.580967, -82.724226
Turning scarred lands into recreation destinations.
Many parcels of land that are now part of the Wayne
National Forest were previously mined. Mining
companies would often mine an area—using either
aboveground or underground methods—and then sell
the land once the coal reserves were exhausted. What
is now called the Hanging Rock area was previously the
site of a strip mine in the 1960s and 1970s. The strip
mine heavily modified the landscape, leaving behind
sheer rock faces, altered hydrologic flows, depressions
that became ponds, and fundamentally changing the
ecological makeup of the area.
Nevertheless, what was once an active strip mine is
now the site of a highly-visited recreation destination.

A visitor enjoying the morning at the Lake Vesuvius Recreation Area.
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The Hanging Rock Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System
offers 26 miles of trail for motorized vehicles 50-inches
in width or less. These trails are also open to mountain
bikers and hikers. Throughout the trail system are 51
fishable ponds. Surveys have shown that fishing is
increasing in popularity here in the Wayne, and these
ponds are popular destinations. Dispersed car camping
is also a popular pastime throughout the area.

honeysuckle, outperform locally native species, resulting
in those native species being replaced by a monoculture
of the non-native invasive species. Other non-native
invasive species, like emerald ash borer, bring about
widespread death to a certain subset of native species
which do not have adequate defenses to those new
threats.
The Hanging Rock area is an area of the Wayne
National Forest that is particularly filled with nonnative invasive species. This is due mostly to its mining
history. When mining companies reclaimed the land
after mining was finished, they found that most plants
struggled to grow in the harsh conditions. They often
turned to hardy—but non-native—species like autumn
olive and bush honeysuckle, which would easily grow in
the reclaimed areas, but would also quickly spread into
nearby non-mined areas. The photo shows a common
site in the Hanging Rock area: an incredibly dense shrub
layer of the non-native invasive bush honeysuckle,
crowding out most native species.

Top Photo: One of the many ponds found along the Hanging Rock OffHighway Vehicle Trail System.
Bottom Photo: The Hanging Rock Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System
trailhead.

To Visit: When visiting the Hanging Rock OffHighway Vehicle Trail System, a good starting place
is the Hanging Rock Trailhead, which can be found
on National Forest System Road 105 approximately
1.5 miles from Ohio State Route 650. More sections,
including some of the ponds, can be accessed further up
National Forest System Road 105. Accessing the trails
with a motorized vehicle (50-inch width limit) requires a
Wayne National Forest permit (learn more at our OHV
Riding and Camping webpage). If you access the trails
via mountain bike or on foot, we urge you to exercise
caution and be aware of your surroundings.

27) Non-Native Invasive Species
Coordinates: 38.59585, -82.727435
Facing challenging invaders.
Southeast Ohio is home to a large number of animal,
plant, and fungi species that have been introduced from
foreign areas and have ended up causing harm to our
local ecosystems. These non-native invasive species, as
they’re called, bring about environmental and economic
damage in two main ways. Some species, like bush

A dense understory of the non-native invasive bush honeysuckle in
the Hanging Rock area.

Eradicating, or even simply reducing, non-native
invasive species is incredibly challenging, especially when
working on a fragmented landscape like southeast Ohio.
For one, the number of acres across the landscape with
invasive species present is astronomical. And second,
invasive species do not follow political boundaries.
Even if invasive species are controlled in one parcel
of land but left on a neighboring parcel, those in the
neighboring parcel will simply re-invade the area where
they were previously controlled. We know that the
problem of non-native invasive species is not going
away any time soon—and that each year will bring about
new threats—so the question becomes not how we can
completely eliminate them, but rather how we can best
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use the finite resources available in the most effective
way at the right place, the right time, and the right scale.
To Visit: While it is not hard to find non-native invasive
species throughout southeast Ohio, the Hanging Rock
area of the Wayne National Forest highlights this issue
very vividly due to its land use history. Take a drive along
National Forest System Road 105 to see dense stands of
bush honeysuckle and other invasive species.

28) Anderson Meadows
Coordinates: 38.812481, -82.626873
A view of the grassland at Anderson Meadows.

Maintaining strongholds for declining grassland species.
Across the eastern United States, many grassland
species—like Henslow’s sparrows, northern bobwhites,
and Eastern Meadowlarks—are facing precipitous
population declines due to habitat destruction
and degradation. Unexpectedly, a novel ecosystem
resembling native grasslands, but with a surprising
history, has proven to provide much-needed habitat for
these declining species: reclaimed surface mines.
Southeast Ohio was the site of many surface mines,
especially throughout the early to mid-1900s. Once the
coal reserves were exhausted, these mines closed and the
landscape was reclaimed as directed by environmental
regulations. Often, the layer of soil that was laid down
over the exposed bedrock during the reclamation
project was not deep enough to support trees, but it
could support native and non-native grasses and other
herbaceous plant species. So instead of these mined
areas returning to forest, many took the shape—and
function—of a natural grassland.
Anderson Meadows is an area that was formerly
a surface coal mine but is now a part of the Wayne
National Forest. This reclaimed surface mine is home
to many uncommon and declining grassland species,
especially grassland birds. These grasslands have shown
to be such a stronghold for declining grassland birds
that the National Audubon Society has identified them
as Important Bird Areas. Today, the Forest Service
manages these reclaimed surface mines to maintain their
grassland function for the benefit of grassland species.
Bringing back health and function to ecologicallyscarred areas is not new for the Forest Service—in
fact, it was one of the reasons the Forest Service was
established—and managing these areas to maintain their
new, and important, conservation role is exciting.

To Visit: Anderson Meadows can be accessed by
turning onto a gravel road on the western side of
Ohio State Route 93. There is a wooden sign near the
intersection that says “Anderson Meadows.” Follow the
gravel road back 1.5 miles through a pine plantation to
access the grasslands either by foot or vehicle.
IMPORTANT NOTE: While you can drive the gravel
road back to the grassland, that road is a high-clearance
road with ruts and holes. You will pass through one
open gate, and then dead end into a closed gate. The
segment of the road from Ohio State Route 93 to the
first gate has a few rough sections that require a highclearance vehicle. The segment from the first gate to the
second dead-end gate is much rougher, with significant
ruts. We recommend that you walk that segment, but it
can be navigated with a 4WD, high-clearance vehicle and
careful driving.

29) Bluegrass Ridge Oak Barrens
Coordinates: 38.622025, -82.54379
Sustaining rare ecosystems into the future.
Southeast Ohio is a mosaic of smaller habitats
embedded within the larger oak-dominated ecosystems.
These habitats—some common and others rare—are
all influenced and maintained by different forces. Along
these ridgelines are a series of oak barrens, a rare
savanna-like habitat that has a relatively open, scrubby
canopy, thin soil, and a plant community of sun-loving
and hardy plants.
Oak barrens are the result of harsh conditions for
plants to live in. The thin, often acidic and rocky, soil
limits plant growth, and regular ecological disturbances
like fire further maintain an open plant community. With
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the suppression of wildland fire throughout the 1900s,
many rare oak barrens began to degrade as trees
and shrubs encroached into the barrens, putting the
habitat—and the uncommon and rare plants that call it
home—at risk of disappearing all together.
To keep this rare habitat from disappearing, the
Forest Service began actively managing this area using
prescribed burns. A prescribed burn is a type of land
management tool where a controlled fire is intentionally
set within a designated area. These fires thin out
the forest understory, rejuvenate the soil, and create
conditions that favor fire-adapted and fire-tolerant
plants, such as those in the oak barrens. At Bluegrass
Ridge, these prescribed burns are done every two to five
years.

30) Group Selection Timber
Harvests
Coordinates: 38.722724, -82.688481
Using timber harvests as a land management tool.
When land managers like the Forest Service plan a
project to achieve certain environmental goals, they
have a suite of tools available to help realize those goals.
Timber harvests are one such tool in the land manager’s
toolbox. When used appropriately, timber harvests
simulate an ecological disturbance that can be used to
achieve a wide range of environmental objectives.
There are a variety of timber harvest methods
that each have different effects and can consequently
accomplish different goals. In 1992, the Forest Service
used a timber harvesting method called group selection
throughout this area. In a group selection harvest, a
series of small openings up to two acres each in size are
created by selectively removing certain trees that may be
unhealthy, dying, or of a non-preferred species, while
leaving trees that are healthy, dominating the canopy, or
of a preferred species. This land management tool adds
structural diversity to the forest, which increases the
overall biodiversity of that broader area. It also helps
with regenerating oaks to help sustain oak-dominated
forests.

Left Photo: One of the oak barrens along Bluegrass Ridge. Note the
widely spaced trees and the densely vegetated ground.
Right Photo: One of the Wayne National Forest wildland firefighters
helping carry out a prescribed burn along Bluegrass Ridge. Note the
low intensity flames that are slowly burning through the leaf litter.

This ridge also features a segment of the Lake
Vesuvius Horse Trail System, which highlights the
multiple-use mandate the Forest Service operates
under. Any one area of a national forest might be used
in multiple ways and managed for multiple services
or products. With Bluegrass Ridge, it’s managed for
recreation as well as plant and animal habitat.
To Visit: There are a series of oak barrens embedded
throughout the greater Bluegrass Ridge area. The greater
Bluegrass Ridge area is best accessed by parking at the
Bluegrass Trailhead and walking eastward along the
equestrian trail.

An area that experienced a group selection timber harvest in 1992.

To Visit: There are more than 50 individual group
selection sites throughout the immediate area. The
easiest one to visit is at (38.722695, -82.688479) on the
southern side of Howard Ridge Road. Park at the gravel
pull-off on the south side of Howard Ridge Road, then
walk into the forest just west-southwest of the pull-off.
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31) Active Management & Oak
Regeneration

oak saplings across the project area show the successful
results so far, the work is not yet done. Successful land
management is an effort that requires decades, and
continued work is needed to see it through.

Coordinates: 38.764172, -82.591681
Sustaining oaks into the future.
Across southeast Ohio and beyond, many of the oakdominated ecosystems are undergoing a fundamental
change that will bring about disruptions to the food
web, vegetation composition, and nutrient and water
cycling. The systems are experiencing a phenomenon
scientists call mesophication, in which the oaks that have
historically dominated are struggling to reproduce and
are instead being replaced with shade-tolerant species
like red maples.
Scientists have identified a suite of negative impacts
this phenomenon would bring about, including less food
for migrating birds, lower fitness for certain amphibian
species, potential decreases in water yield, and a decrease
in the supply of oak wood in the marketplace, to name
a few. The Forest Service and other land management
agencies have been working to stop and reverse this
change across the landscape using a variety of active
management methods.

To Visit: The project area can be found on either
side of National Forest System Road 127, Township
Road 240, and Township Road 166. Although three
roads are mentioned here, they are all segments of the
same stretch of road (one runs into the other) running
between Waterloo-Mount Vernon Road on the south
and Telegraph Ridge Road East on the north. It is
important to note that the management tools have been
applied in a mosaic pattern across hundreds of acres,
so not every part of the forest on either side of this
road has been the subject of a management action. If
you visit, look carefully as you explore to see if you can
notice which areas have had which tools used, and which
areas have had nothing yet done.

32) Changing Timber Markets
Coordinates: 38.754648, -82.692173
Effectively providing timber resources to the Nation.

Sections of the forest on either side of this road
highlight how active management can bring about the
next generation of oaks to help sustain oak-dominated
ecosystems into the future. The Forest Service has
used a variety of management tools in this section of
the Wayne, including thinning, timber harvests, and
prescribed burning. This has allowed more sunlight to
reach the forest floor to benefit the oak saplings growing
there, while also reducing shade-tolerant species that
might outcompete oak saplings. While the scores of
A trailer with timber from the Wayne National Forest. This timber will
be taken to local sawmills for processing, and then the resulting wood
will enter the market.

Timber harvests in the Wayne National Forest are a land
management tool used to achieve desired ecological
conditions. Timber harvests, however, also provide
economic benefits to the local communities and Nation
as a whole. National forests were established to be
working forests, and this, in part, meant that they would
help provide a steady supply of timber to the United
States.
While economic impacts are not the primary object-

Young white oak saplings growing in the project area.
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-ive when the Forest Service uses timber harvesting
in the Wayne National Forest, timber sales do need
to be commercially viable in order to attract bidders
and ultimately accomplish conservation objectives.
The markets for timber resources, however, have been
changing over the past decade. Across the Nation,
logging businesses and sawmills have declined. This
creates a challenge for land managers, as it can be harder
to find local businesses to perform the timber harvests
and ultimately process the wood products.
The Forest Service realizes that in order to sustain
oak-dominated forests and provide young, shrubby
forest for declining wildlife species, while also generating
economic benefits for the rural southeast Ohio
economy, the Wayne National Forest will have to be
flexible and creative in light of these changing timber
markets.
To Visit: An area in which a timber harvest recently
took place can be accessed off of National Forest
System Road 132a. There is parking available at the end
of the road.

33) Cadmus Wetland
Coordinates: 38.757081, -82.435272
Restoring wetland ecosystems for a healthier landscape.
Forest Service stewardship involves more than just
managing forests or other ecosystems found only on
land. Land and water systems are interconnected, and
ensuring aquatic ecosystems are properly functioning is
an important part of having a healthy landscape overall.
Cadmus Wetland is one example of aquatic
management improving the overall health of the

A view of Cadmus Wetland, a reconstructed wetland.

landscape. Wetlands are ecosystems that play many vital
roles, including cycling nutrients, retaining flood waters,
and acting as an interface between land and water. Sadly,
over the past 200 years, approximately 90% of Ohio’s
wetlands have been either destroyed or degraded, with
many drained and replaced by agricultural fields. In an
effort to restore some of these degraded and destroyed
wetlands and the important functions that they served,
the Forest Service accomplished a project in 2004
that turned a bottomland field into a healthy wetland
system. Today, this wetland provides many benefits to
the surrounding areas, and is also home to species like
muskrats, green herons, dragonflies, and more.
To Visit: To visit Cadmus Wetland, drive to the end of
Pope Road, which dead-ends overlooking the wetland.
For a closer look, access the wetland by hiking along the
access path that travels down the hillside. This wetland
area contains a lot of ticks, so please exercise caution
and check yourself thoroughly after visiting.

Lake Vesuvius, Ironton Unit
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Learn More
The sites showcased here are only a few of the many noteworthy places that help tell the story of the Wayne
National Forest. And we here at the Forest Service are curious about what you think about these stories and these
places. If you have any reactions, comments, or questions about the sites and stories presented in this story map,
we’re asking that you send us an email at r9_wayne_website@usda.gov. And don’t forget to follow the Wayne
National Forest on Facebook and Twitter!
We hope that this booklet gave you a deeper understanding of your national forest. Thanks for reading!

Fly Gorge, Marietta Unit
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This publication is an educational product produced by the Forest Service. The information
presented here was gathered from Forest Service documents, the Wayne National Forest
Assessment and supplemental reports, Ohio Department of Natural Resources documents, books,
academic journals, GIS data, primary and secondary historic accounts, and subject-matter experts
and specialists.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.
html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 6329992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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