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Tongass staff support COVID-19 vaccination efforts

Two Tongass National Forest 
employees responded to a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) emergency request in February 
to support the national COVID 
vaccination efforts in Oakland, Calif.

Tongass National Forest Deputy Forest 
Supervisor Frank Sherman administered 
vaccinations at a drive-through vaccination 
site in Oakland, CA; along with squads 
of emergency medical technicians (EMT) 
from the Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Department of Health and 
Human Services, other federal agencies, 
and California agencies. The clinic was 
under a large drive-through canopy 
where people were vaccinated in their 
vehicles as they drove up. The EMTs 
screened patients to make sure they were 
safe to receive the vaccine, answered 
questions, administered the vaccine, and 
monitored for 15 minutes afterward.

“Upon arrival, I was pleased to find 
that FEMA had organized and was 
operating much like any other Incident 
Management Team, which allowed me 
to quickly assimilate and begin training 
to vaccinate the general public,” said 
Sherman, who is a locally trained 
Emergency Medical Tech for the North 
Tongass Volunteer Fire Department.
Sherman shared that he felt compelled 
to respond to the emergency request 
after hearing the Chief of the Forest 
Service describe the immense challenge 
to quickly vaccinate the population. 

“I consider myself extremely fortunate 
to have been trained and vaccinated by 

my local fire department, to have the 
support of my forest to pick up critical 
work I left behind, and the support of 
my family said Sherman, “Overall, it 
was a very rewarding experience.” 

“Each day was filled with conversations 
with folks who had lost loved ones to 
COVID,” he continued. “And many 
were so appreciative to be receiving 
a dose, they cried with joy.”

Parker Anders, who is the Admiralty 
Island National Monument cabins and 
trails program crew leader, administered 
vaccinations to the public in a tent-
based, walk-in clinic located at the 
Oakland Federal mass vaccination site. 
The walk-in clinic treated members of 
the public who did not have the means 
to drive themselves, relying instead on 
public and bicycle transportation.
Parker received Wilderness Emergency 
Medical Technician (WEMT) 
training through the National Outdoor 
Leadership School as a firefighter on 
the Juneau Ranger District in 2016.

“I feel grateful for the opportunity to 
have participated in such a large multi-
agency, relief operation that gave so much 
hope back to many individuals who’ve 
been directly affected by this pandemic,” 
said Anders. “My time during patient 
contacts was exceptionally rewarding, 
compared to other national incidents, due 
to the level of personal patient rapport 
we experienced.  Watching people laugh 
and shout or express the sincere relief 
they felt being vaccinated, realizing that 
this deteriorating pandemic may be a 
reality, gave me the perception of doing 
something significant in their lives.”

Parker Anders administered vaccinations to the 
public in a tent-based, walk-in clinic.

Tom Heutte checked in patients at Ketchikan 
Emergency Operations Center and the Ketchikan 
Public Health Center public vaccine clinic. USDA 
Forest Service photo.

Tongass employees also worked at 
clinics in their communities. Tom 
Heutte, a Tongass GIS program manager, 
helped with a Ketchikan Emergency 
Operations Center and the Ketchikan 
Public Health Center public vaccine 
clinic. Heutte’s job was to check in 
patients, ensure that they understood the 
paperwork, their privacy rights, and the 
right to know information, as well as the 
process they were about to engage in. 

Heutte also helped people who were 
having difficulty getting signed up. 

“I was gratified to see so many friends 
and co-workers after a year in isolation,” 
said Heutte. “Despite the distancing 
measures, there was a strong feeling of 
being back to normal to be involved in 
an in-person community event.”  

By Forest Public Affairs staff.

The site Sherman was assigned to provided 6,000 to 7,500 
vaccinations a day. He worked from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., while the 
National Guard directed traffic.

Frank Sherman administers vaccine to an Oakland resident at the Oakland Coliseum 
Mass Vaccination Site, Feb. 23, 2021. USDA Forest Service photo by Paul Wade.

See a video of the drive-through vaccination site at: 
http://fsweb.r5.fs.fed.us/videos/VaccineHelpers. 
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By the Numbers: How the USDA 
Forest Service Alaska Region rose 
above pandemic challenges

More than 25,000 hours of service from volunteers, 297 helicopter hours flown to collect Alaska Forestry inventory and 
analysis data, and a fire season without any large wildfires of 100 acres or more; these are just some of the interesting 
accomplishments achieved by the employees and partners of the Forest Service Alaska Region during a year when 
the pandemic was impacting everyone’s lives. What better way to tell that story than by the numbers, showcasing the 
remarkable work accomplished in 2020:

0 large wildfires, 100 acres or more, occur in Alaska’s National Forests in 2020.
2 of the largest national forests in the country – the Tongass and Chugach National Forests continue  

to thrive during COVID-19 and offer a multitude of resource, recreation, and research activities to a 
variety  of users.

24 aquatic organism passage crossings restored on both of Alaska’s   
National Forests.

49 years covered in an inventory of forest-wide landslide   
frequency analysis, finding nearly 102 landslides   
occur yearly.

95 special use authorizations actively offered, issued, 

109 contracts administered for the repair, maintenance, 
and construction of roads, bridges, facilities, and 
recreation sites on the Tongass National Forest. 

125 percent increase in visitors to Seward Ranger District 
campgrounds during summer 2020.

175 bags of gravel lifted into Resurrection Trail by helicopters 
to repair and improve six miles of trail damaged by 2019’s 
Swan Lake fire.

231 public recreation sites and cabins available throughout the past year, thanks to continued 
maintenance, despite the pandemic.

237 miles of streams in 37 watersheds around Juneau, Petersburg, Prince of Wales, and Ketchikan mapped 
and updated.

276 authorizations for outfitters and guides and land use permits on the Chugach National Forest.
297 helicopter hours flown to collect Alaska Forestry Inventory and Analysis data.

96

600 Alaska Region employees, although working virtually for 
a year, keep the Agency’s public services available 
using flexibility and creativity.

660      people visited the Pack Creek Viewing Area on 
Admiralty Island, despite COVID and weather restrictions. 

892
acres of Dusky Canada Goose habitat on the  
Copper River Delta benefit from improved 
monitoring by maintaining 126 artificial nest 
islands, overseeing 375 nest islands, and 
placing cameras on 11 nest islands.

three field
bears captured over 

53 satellite/GPS collars 
as part of the Prince 
William Sound Black 
Bear monitoring project 
that continued in 2020. 

reissued, and renewed on the Tongass National Forest.   seasons, with



3SourDough News  Winter Edition 2021

1,200 miles of trails continued to be maintained by partners and Forest Service staff. 
1,700 feet of trail completed on the Iditarod National Historic Trail between Vagt Lake and Grant Creek.
4,747 pounds of trash removed by 77 volunteers who spent 846 hours supporting the Kenai Peninsula Stream Watch. 

Volunteerism for this effort increased by 21 percent, despite the pandemic.
5,000 square feet of roofing completed for the historic Cordova District Office and Marine Warehouse.
7,800 pounds of metal valued at $1,248 are donated for recycling 

following the completion of the Suntaheen 
Fish Pass Removal Project in Hoonah.

11,200 tons of gravel shared with the public or 
sold to private contractors as part of the 
Freestone Ponds gravel pit operation 
and reclamation plan on the Chugach 
National Forest. 

25,267 service hours completed by individual 
volunteers, Youth Conservation Corps, 
and through Partnership & Organization Agreements.

35,000 people reached by virtual interpretive programming.  
$75,000 in grant money awarded to improve a 12-mile stretch of the 

Iditarod National Historic Trail.
 143,000 acres of hemlock sawfly damage recorded by the 

Forest Health Protection Team from the comfort of their 
homes using remote imagery.

$295,000 in grants to mitigate the impacts of spruce beetle awarded as the outbreak continues in Southcentral Alaska.
$300,000 in federal funding awarded to the Indigenous Guardians program for a five-year agreement supporting a variety 

of projects and programs connecting community-led indigenous stewardship, technical knowledge, conservation 
science, and natural resource management. 

21,000,000 acres of federal national forests managed for multi-use activities; at a time it was most needed.
30,000,000 acres of southcentral Alaska analyzed for fire risk under the Chugach All Lands Wildfire Risk Assessment.

8,500
seedlings for Alaska 
yellow-cedar and 
western redcedar are 
planted on Prince of 
Wales Island.

For more on the Alaska Region’s accomplishments in 
2020, find the Tongass National Forest Annual Report, 
and the Chugach National Forest Annual Report and 
Story Map available online.

CHUGACH
NATIONAL
FOREST

ANNUAL
REPORT
2020

Forest Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Alaska Region | R10-RG-250 | March 2021

TONGASSTONGASSNational Forest
2020 Annual Report 

Forest ServiceUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUREAlaska Region    |    R10-FR-019     |    February 2021
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd890426.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/chugach/home/?cid=FSEPRD896276
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f00d069f1cd845c992d4102864939a06
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Congratulations to our Region 10 
Engineer of the Year winners
Elon Musk once said, “I don’t spend my time pontificating about 
high-concept things; I spend my time, solving engineering and 
manufacturing problems.”

The following Alaska Region ‘engineering’ employees were 
selected in various categories of the regional Engineer of the 
Year awards, based on their achievements in 2020. They will 
go on to be considered at the national level. Please join us in 
celebrating them.

 
Kendra Bull (RO) 
Managerial Engineer 
of the Year

Kendra Bull is being recognized 
as Managerial Engineer of the 
Year for her exemplary work in 
2020. As the Region 10 Program 
Manager for Engineering, 
Information Management, 
Recreation, Lands, and Minerals, 
Bull makes a lasting impact 
on the Alaska Region every 
single day. Her program of work 

touches more than half of the employees in the Regional Office, 
handling the budget, monitoring projects, offering advice, and 
solving problems to accomplish regional and national priorities. 
Bull leaves an indelible mark on any project that comes her 
way, providing keen insight and ensuring its success. In 2020, 
she stepped up as a leader during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
throughout the Great American Outdoors Act /National Asset 
Management Project process, two national priorities that were 
successful due to her adept managerial skills. 

Eryn Boone (Chugach NF) 
Technical Engineer of the Year 

We have the honor of presenting 
Eryn Boone as the Region 10 
Technical Engineer of the Year. 
Over the past three years, Boone 
consistently went above and 
beyond her standard program of 
work as the facilities engineer 
for the Chugach. In her role, 
Boone oversees Forest Service 
Fire, Administrative (FA&O), 
and Other (FA&O) facilities 

program from Cordova to Girdwood to the Kenai Peninsula, 
ensuring life safety requirements are met and prioritizing 
maintenance work on all facilities with a limited budget. She 
performs building, water, and wastewater system inspections on 
all Forest Service facilities on a five-year cycle and records data 
in the Forest Service infrastructure database, called INFRA, to 

aid in work prioritization. Boone’s contributions are numerous, 
and the Chugach wouldn’t be the same without her input and 
innovative mind. 

David Wenner (Tongass NF)  
Engineering Technician of 
the Year 

Dave Wenner has been selected 
as the Region 10 Engineering 
Technician of the Year for 
the exemplary engineering 
skills that service the Tongass 
National Forest. This and every 
year, Wenner has worked to 
develop, prepare, and review 
numerous contract packages for 
construction and reconstruction 
of roads throughout the Tongass 
on both public works and 
timber sale packages. His expert 
knowledge of the contract 

specifications has provided him the basis to develop concise 
and effective packages for construction and reconstruction. 
Wenner is not only highly skilled and high achieving, but also 
steps up as a leader in the roads engineering group as a mentor 
to other engineers, and a model of servant leadership. 

Jon Van Massenhove 
(Chugach NF)  
Technology Applications 
Engineer of the Year

In his tenure at the Forest 
Service, Jon Van Massenhove 
has consistently proved 
himself to be invaluable to 
his supervisors and the teams 
he works on, making him 
the perfect candidate for an 
Engineer of the Year Award. Van 
Massenhove has been working 
to right-size the Chugach 

National Forest fleet since he stepped into his position as Fleet 
& Equipment Specialist. He casts a wide net in understanding 
technical advancements to properly support all end users that he 
services, across a range of geographic areas. Van Massenhove 
handles the complexity of his job with aplomb, surveying the 
area and then diving deep into its needs to ensure quality. He 
has an unwavering dedication to service, for the public and the 
forest employees, and is always willing to go the extra mile for 
the people he encounters. 

By Regional & Forest Engineering staff.

Kendra Bull.

Eryn Boone and Vigo.

Dave Wenner (right) 
and James Carle inspect 
the placement of stream 
simulation rock in a culvert.

Jon and Rhys Van Massenhove.
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Forester Brock Martin is Federal 
Executive Employee of the Year
Forester Brock Martin recently accepted an award for Federal 
Employee of the Year from the Ketchikan Federal Executive 
Association. His plaque was presented to him on March 1 by 

Ketchikan Coast Guard Commander Arthur Dehnz; Shane 
Walker, Ketchikan Misty Fjords District Ranger; and Gilbert 
Varela, Ketchikan Port Director and Chief Supervisory Officer 
for the U.S. Customs and Boarder Protection. 

As a volunteer firefighter in 2020, Martin responded to over 
140 calls for emergencies and accidents in Ketchikan, devoted 
over 80 hours for weekly drill nights to ensure that his skills 
remained sharp, and assisted in training 30 junior members 
of the department. Because of his dedication, expertise, and 
leadership, Martin was promoted to Lieutenant within the 
department.

He also completed training as an Advanced Emergency 
Medical Technician allowing the South Tongass Volunteer Fire 
Department’s responding ambulance to operate at a higher level 
of care. This not only provides a direct benefit to the patients he 
responds to, but also helps in improving the Insurance Services 
Office (ISO) rating of the department. ISO ratings have a direct 
impact on the insurance rates that homeowners and business 
owners in the community have to pay. Because of his efforts, 
the department has been able to maintain an ISO level 4 
rating, a rating that is incredibly difficult for a volunteer-based 
department to maintain. 

By Forest Public Affairs staff.Left to right: Gilbert Varela, Arthur Dehnz, Brock Martin, and Shane Walker.

Alaska Region 
Silviculturist of the Year
Katherine Reynolds (Craig/Thorne Bay 
Ranger District) has been honored by her 
peers for her outstanding collaborative 
efforts in silviculture with her selection 
as the 2020 Regional Silviculturist of the 
Year. Reynolds successfully completed an 
intensive two-year silviculture certification 
program while working on Prince 
of  Wales Landscape Level Analysis 
Project, developing projects with The 
Nature Conservancy, Natural Resources 
curriculum for local schools, and more. 

Katherine Reynolds. Photo courtesy of 
Dana Reynolds.

• Treesearch. Scientific articles written or published by the U.S. Forest Service
• National Forest Service Library. Journals, Databases, Services, Alerts, Catalogs, Digital Collections
• National Museum of Forest Service History. An archive of extensive research related to forestry history.
• Bugwood. Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health. Comprehensive digital collection of photos  
 of forestry, invasives, and insects. 

Learning Libraries

https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/library/
https://forestservicemuseum.org/
https://www.bugwood.org/index.cfm
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Region 10 Participation

Here’s how to get started:

• Confirm with your supervisor that you have their
support for at least a one or, two-week assignment each
season. We understand that there will be times that this
is not possible, but it should be the goal for minimal
commitment.

• Determine which area or areas you are interested
in—and then check in with your Fire and Aviation
Management (FAM) leaders on your unit to find a good
fit for you as well as the local needs of the program. As
you work with FAM leaders, determine the minimum
training required for the position and where and when
the training is available to you. There is funding
available for time, travel, and tuition to support your
training.

• Once training is completed you will be asked to
determine when you are available to go out on an
assignment as a trainee. You will initially be paired with
a qualified trainer to help you through your first few
assignments.

• Your local FAM leaders and dispatch office will have a
process in place for establishing a profile for you in the
pertinent database, issuing red cards and task books,
and providing any refresher training that could be
required.

For additional information and/or to get started please 
  contact one of the following:

• Bobette Rowe -Regional Fire Training Coordinator,
bobette.rowe@usda.gov

• Una Pesata -Tongass NF Fire Staff Officer (acting),
una.pesata@usda.gov

• Erick Stahlin-Chugach NF Fire Staff Officer,
• erick.stahlin@usda.gov

A specially trained firefighter prepare to use a drone during 
firefighting operations on the Swan Lake fire, Chugach National 
Forest. Courtesy photo by Daniel R. Patterson / Inciweb.

Many Region 10 employees have inquired about how they 
might be able to support wildland fire management efforts 
within the region, in Alaska, and in the Lower 48. There are 
many facets of wildland fire management and program leaders 
are always looking for ways to increase capacity here in our 
region. 

There is a misconception that the only part of fire management 
is wielding a Pulaski on the fireline while carrying a heavy pack 
and camping in the woods for weeks at a time. That is but one 
avenue for supporting fire management and Region 10 has a 
long history of integrating employees from all functional areas 
into operational crews such as handcrews and engine, aircraft or 
initial attack modules. 

Fire management requires a whole suite of support from 
programs such as logistics, finance, geospatial information 
systems, and public information, to name a few. Most of 
the entry level positions do not require experience in fire 
management nor do they require the operational, arduous pack 
test/physical standard. Many utilize similar skillsets that we 
see in our agency’s programs and are bolstered with specific 
training with regard to incident management. 

If you or your employees are interested and available to 
participate as ‘militia’ or fire support in one or more of the 
mentioned functional areas, we would like to provide the entry 
level training and support for participation. 

By Bobette Rowe.

mailto:bobette.rowe@usda.gov
mailto:una.pesata@usda.gov
mailto:erick.stahlin@usda.gov
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Meet the Ranger

Cordova District Ranger Steve Namitz 
talks baseball, education, and fisheries
District Ranger Steve Namitz officially joined the Cordova 
Ranger District in September 2019 and considers himself to 
be extremely lucky and blessed to land in such an amazing 
place. The District is nestled between the Copper River Delta 
and the southeastern end of Prince William Sound and covers 
approximately 2.3 million acres. 

Namitz’s journey to Cordova included personal challenges, a 
targeted education, and a passion for fish and partnerships.

Born and raised in Oregon, where he grew up in a small town 
on that state’s coast,  Namitz was an athlete who refused to let 
personal challenges sideline him.

A serious tractor accident in the summer of his freshman 
year left Namitz with some challenges to overcome. While 
he did not see football and wrestling as options, baseball and 
swimming certainly were available to him.

Namitz ‘lettered’ for three years on the swim team, and his 
passion for baseball resulted in not only also ‘lettering’ in that 
sport for four consecutive years but also gained him a nod as a 
First Team All-State athlete – thanks to a batting average of 690 
and an on-base average of 720. 

Those were the good old days. When not in the pool or on the 
baseball field, Namitz was floating the river or chasing some 
critter.

By the early 90s, after a couple of years of swinging a hammer 
and tying steel, Namitz decided it was time to further his 
education. 

Armed with a passion for hunting and fishing, Namitz decided 
to pursue a career in fisheries. In June 1993, he received an 
Associate of Science degree in Fisheries Technology from Mt. 
Hood Community College in Gresham, Oregon. He went on to 
receive a Bachelor of Science degree in Fisheries Biology in 
1996 from Oregon State University.

Namitz started his fisheries career in between degrees, by 
working seasonal positions for the USDA Forest Service on the 
Willamette National Forest. 

After graduating with his bachelor’s, he went to work for the 
Yurok Tribe from 1996 to 2001 where he helped to build the 
tribe’s restoration program. 

Namitz spent a short period doing bull trout research for the 
Burns Paiute tribe before coming back to the Forest Service in 
2002 on the Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest as a district 
fisheries biologist. 

In 2008, Namitz moved on to the Malheur National Forest 
where he was the forest fisheries biologist and managed one 
of the more complex aquatic programs in Region 6. There, 
he obtained extensive implementation experience as well as 
knowledge in collaboration and partnership building. 

Namitz successfully put his entire forest under a programmatic 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document in 2014 
to accomplish 17 different categories of restoration activities. 
He also led large landscape planning efforts and was successful 
in securing outside funding.  

Namitz said he has an amazing Cordova District staff and 
looks forward to the upcoming year. “This pandemic has 
thrown the district a bit of a curveball,” he added. “I’ve been 
very impressed and proud of our employee resilience and 
their ability to look out for each other while implementing our 
mission. Truly, an amazing group.”

Namitz has been married to his life partner Brenda for 28 
years. They have two children. Railey is teaching 5th grade in 
Cordova and Logan is a junior in high school. 

Namitz’s final thoughts, “Family is everything. Thanks for the 
opportunity to share. See you in the woods!”  

By Steve Namitz and Regional Public Affairs staff.

Steve Namitz



8 SourDough News at http://www.fs.usda.gov/r10

Meet your new Regional Leadership Team members
There are several new faces and names on the Alaska Region Leadership Team (RLT) 

and here’s your chance to get to know a little more about them…

ALEX 
ROBERTSON  
R6/10 Director, 
Fire, Fuels, and 
Aviation

As the new 
Fire, Fuels, and 
Aviation Director, 
representing 
Regions 10 

and 6, Robertson shares that his main 
role and responsibility is to provide 
program oversight for all Forest Service 
fire, fuels, and aviation activities in 
Oregon, Washington, and Alaska. He 
also represents the two regions with 
the Pacific Northwest and Alaska 
coordinating groups.

“I help support the field units and our 
agency administrators with decision-
making on wildfire and fuels project 
planning and implementation,” said 
Robertson.

Robertson has visited Alaska at least five 
times on fire assignments throughout the 
years, but that has mostly been in the 
interior and on the Kenai Peninsula.

“I enjoy the diversity of Alaska,” 
continued Robertson. “As I’ve traveled 
around and seen so many different 
landscapes, I am reminded how large of 
an area Alaska is. I am looking forward 
to spending more time in the state to see 
and learn about the two National Forests, 
as well as finding time to enjoy some of 
the local recreation opportunities in the 
area.” 

Robertson shared that the forest service 
is just one agency that participates in the 
wildland fire system. One of his priorities 
is becoming familiar with all the agencies 

that make up the system and building 
solid relationships with his counterparts. 
“It is imperative that all of our partner 
agencies understand what is important to 
the Forest Service and why; and that we 
understand what is important to them and 
why. 

Robertson said he is excited to start this 
new adventure and looks forward to 
visiting to learn more about the people 
in Alaska and the area. “ I believe in 
teamwork and that we all can help each 
other be successful and reach our goals.”  
(Robertson replaces John Giller who 
retired in December 2020) 

BOBETTE 
ROWE 
Fire Aviation 
Management 
(FAM) Assistant 
Director – Alaska 
Operations

She has been a 
member of the 
R10 Regional 

Leadership Team for some time now, 
but Bobette Rowe recently received a 
promotion, which further solidified her 
membership on the team. Rowe describes 
her new position as having a three-
part focus:  interagency coordination, 
FAM co-representative for the R10 
RLT, and oversight and support of the 
two R10 Forest FAM programs as part 
of the greater State Office/Regional 
Office (SORO) organization. Rowe’s 
priorities for 2021 include providing 
leadership and support for growth and 
improvements across our team. 

It was fifteen years ago, when Rowe 
first visited Alaska. “My first trip here 

was on a fire assignment in 2006,” she 
added. “After that, I took a job with the 
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska 
Fire Service and worked in Fairbanks 
for almost three years.” An opportunity 
in 2013 brought Rowe to Anchorage, the 
Chugach National Forest, and her former 
Fire Operations position, before recently 
landing the Assistant Director job.

Rowe said life in Alaska suits her well. 
“My job here in R10 provides me with a 
good balance of variety with many roles 
and responsibilities, I can never claim 
that it is dull or boring,” she described. 
“I work with a phenomenal group of 
humans in each of my roles and am 
thankful for that gift!  I rarely pass on 
an outdoor adventure opportunity and 
so the options are endless.” Rowe said 
her husband is from Alaska, so they 
have many ties both professionally and 
personally in the state.

Rowe said R10 employees have access 
to many opportunities to participate 
in or support wildland fire and other 
emergency responses. She reminds folks 
that the FAM programs are busy with 
their protection responsibilities, while fire 
danger is high on the forests, but they are 
also part of a statewide and nationwide 
framework and support efforts nationally 
and internationally. 

“There are many avenues to be part of 
this support, either locally, statewide, 
or beyond,” Rowe said. “With essential 
training requirements completed, 
participation can be as little as two 
weeks in a calendar year which makes 
a difference!  I can educate on the ways 
to gain the training and requirements for 
availability during wildfire season.”

The Alaska Region – Regional Leadership Team is a dynamic group of exceptional men and women 
who bring decades of knowledge and experience into a circle of trust that allows them to face the 
special opportunities and challenges – together – that are truly unique to Alaska and the Tongass 
and Chugach National Forests.
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DOUG 
HOFFMASTER  
Regional Safety 
Manager

Congratulations to 
Doug Hoffmaster, 
who was just 
promoted from 
a forest safety 
manager to 

the new regional Safety Director. In 
his new position, Hoffmaster will be 
providing regional safety program 
leadership, direction, and oversight, and 
probably most importantly, promoting 
collaboration with regional leadership, 
and others. He will be working to identify 
solutions to complex issues, achieve 
effective and efficient management, and 
provide quality public service. 

Hoffmaster moved to Alaska in 2002 
when he was assigned to Eielson AFB 
with the U.S. Air Force. “Alaska has so 
much to offer. It truly is the last frontier, 
and for those who can adapt to the 
extremes, it’s an amazing place to live,” 
he said. “You can drive about 20 minutes 
from almost every community and still 
be in the woods.”

Hoffmaster shares that his priorities for 
2021 include engaging with employees to 
identify their safety needs, both physical 
and psychological; identifying old ways 
of doing business to give a thorough 
review and updating if necessary; being 
responsive to the needs of our employees 
up and down the organizational charts; 
doing his part to ensure every employee 
is provided a safe place to work free 
from hazards; being inclusive with 
every employee and continuing to put 
employees’ safety at the forefront in 
Region 10.

“First and foremost I want to say I am 
here for our employees. I share some 
of the same experiences. I have had 
successes and failures, experienced love 
and loss, and have been in the service of 

people for nearly 29 years,” Hoffmaster 
added. “My cell phone is 907-242-8863. 
It rings 24/7. Anyone can call or text me, 
email me, send me a Teams message, 
or use snail mail if that is the choice. 
But I cannot help if I don’t know what 
is needed.” (Hoffmaster replaces Dan 
Logan who retired in November 2020) 

CHRISTI 
FOLI 
Conflict 
Management 
and Prevention 
Center Manager

As the Alaska 
Region Conflict 
Management 
and Prevention 

Center Manager, Christi Foli is 
dedicated to working towards building 
working relationships through conflict 
management and prevention. 

In this role, she provides a myriad of 
Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) 
services for employees to resolve 
workplace conflicts. Those services 
include conciliation, conflict coaching, 
consultation, facilitation, mediation, team 
building, and pro-active solutions, to 
name a few. 

“I hope to create a confidential and 
private space for employees and 
supervisors alike,” said Foli. “Space 
to ask questions, where I will be able 
to help coach them through difficult or 
personal work-related issues.”   

Foli has lived in Alaska for 30 of the last 
37 years. She served with the U.S. Army 
in Alaska, as a Civilian for the Army 
and then the Air Force after joint basing; 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), where she was introduced 
to the world of Equal Employee 
Opportunity (EEO) and Civil Rights; and 
before joining the Forest Service, she 
also worked with the U.S. Coast guard in 
Juneau. 

She said she has always been drawn 
back to Alaska, by the mountains and the 
people. Three of her children still call 
Alaska home along with several of her 
grandchildren. 

For 2021, Foli said she wants to ensure 
that she gets to know the Team, by 
reaching out to leadership (folks on the 
Regional Leadership Team, Rangers, 
Foresters, etc.) and employees alike, to 
build trust that they can come to her with 
any issue. 

“I will always anchor back to the 
agency’s code and commitments, 
bystander intervention initiatives and 
our This Is Who We Are (TIWWA) 
values to initiate positive team-building 
activities and one-on-one interactions, 
she added. “I want to support the team by 
providing a confidential non-judgmental 
perspective and provided ideas of 
forgiving and understanding forgiveness 
towards ourselves.” 

WILLIAM 
BRYSON 
Zone IV (R1,R6, 
R10, PNW 
Research 
Station) Civil 
Rights Director

Meet William 
Bryson, the 
new director 

for the Zone IV Civil Rights Office. In 
this position, Bryson works to ensure 
compliance with the laws and regulations 
associated with civil rights and to help 
create a workplace that encourages 
inclusivity and equity and is aligned 
with the Forest Service’s organizational 
values.

Bryson first visited Alaska back in 2015, 
when he worked for the Department 
of Defense as part of a mobile training 
team that delivered an Equal Employee 
Opportunity (EEO) Counselors Course

By working closely and collaboratively, sharing leadership, and guided by regional priorities, a 
strategically managed budget and a streamlined workforce, these program leads, and partners 
stay connected at all levels, meeting quarterly to march forward in ensuring Region 10 continues to 
connect people to nature and to each other.
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to federal employees on Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson near Anchorage. 
“I liked what I saw and made a mental 
note to go back during the summer,” 
Bryson recalled. “The food in Anchorage 
was wonderful.”

Some of Bryson’s priorities as the new 
director are to establish the Zone IV 
Civil Rights Service Center as the subject 
matter experts for all things civil rights, 
to determine the needs of each of the 
regions served, and to develop specific 
action plans to meet those needs. 

Bryson said he wanted Alaska Region 
employees to consider what their needs 
are in the areas of diversity, inclusion, 
equity, and civil rights, and urges them to 
reach out to him to brainstorm how the 
Zone IV Civil Rights Service Center can 
assist in meeting their needs.

“We want to provide the tools necessary 
to create an inclusive and robust working 
environment,” Added Bryson. “An 
environment that maximizes the potential 
of all individuals that interact with the 
Forest Service, whether employees or 
members of the public.”

NICOLE 
GREWE 
Land and 
Watershed 
Management 
Program 
Manager,  
Juneau Forestry 
Sciences 
Laboratory

 
She is a familiar name and face in the 
Alaska Region, but these days you will 
find Nicole Grewe spending her time and 
energy on research and development. 
Grewe manages a research program 
comprised of about 40 scientists and 
professional staff located in Washington, 
Oregon, and Alaska and representing 
an array of disciplinary expertise 
including silviculture, genetics, aquatics 
and landscape ecology, ecosystem 
services, soil science, and forestry. 
This year, Grewe is excited about 
initiating a multi-year social science 
research initiative studying Southeast 
Alaska rural community resiliency 
and socioeconomic well-being.  

Nearly 20 years ago, Grewe and her 
husband moved to Juneau in search 
of professional adventure, capital 
city charm, outdoor activities, and an 
extraordinary landscape. “It was intended 
to be a couple of temporary years, but we 
fell in love with the Juneau community 
and Tongass National Forest and quickly 
put down roots,” Grewe shared. “I am 
no stranger to Alaska; segments of my 
family migrated from Minnesota to 
Fairbanks, Anchorage, and Valdez to 
work on oil pipeline construction and 
some remain here today.”   Grewe said 
Alaska offers a unique lifestyle, quality of 
life, and environmental qualities that are 
not easily replicated in other Lower 48 

destinations. “I joined the Forest Service 
as the R10 regional economist in 2014 
and quickly recognized I had found a 
permanent professional home and work-
family,” she reminisced. “I continue to 
be humbled by the Forest Service’s land 
management mission and care shown 
for the district, forest, regional office, 
and research station work families. Even 
during Southeast’s darkest winter days 
or soggy fall season, I am grateful for the 
professional opportunity I have found at 
R10 and the home I built in Juneau.”   

With the new year in full swing, 
Grewe said her priorities are focused 
on launching the Southeast Alaska 
community resilience research initiative 
and ensuring science is produced that 
supports forest planning and projects. 
“While Alaska is my duty station, I 
also tend to important endeavors in 
Washington and Oregon including 
an evolving Mount Saint Helens 
research program, coordinating 
Oregon post-mega-wildfire research, 
and climate change impacts on 
aquatic ecology,” she concluded.     

Grewe added that she is focused on 
ensuring Pacific Northwest Research 
Station science is responsive to National 
Forest System needs. She expects her 
experience with R10 will be helpful 
in this regard, but she also welcomes 
additional input and discussion from 
R10 colleagues regarding any science or 
knowledge gaps that should be addressed 
to improve land management across 
both Chugach and Tongass National 
Forests. “Early morning teleconference 
or TEAMS calls, over coffee, to discuss 
research needs are always welcome,” 
she shared. (Grewe replaces Susan 
Alexander who retiredin 2019)  

By Regional Public Affairs staff.

Download a copy of the Regional 
Leadership Team chart at: 
https://go.usa.gov/xHT6r

Alaska Region Leadership
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Did you know?

The 2020 Land Areas of the National Forest System report, the Tongass National Forest is identified as 
the largest national forest at 17,690,580 acres, and the Chugach National Forest is the northernmost 
national forest with 6,244,703 acres. The Tongass stretches over the 500-mile-long Southeast Alaska 
Panhandle and covers over 80 percent of that land. The Chugach makes a 210-mile arc around Prince 
William Sound. 
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Partners name a new fungus in Alaska’s 
boreal forest

Dr. Lori Winton is a forest pathologist with the Forest Service Alaska Region, 
State & Private Forestry, Forest Health Protection program in southcentral 
and interior Alaska. Most of Winton’s work takes place in the boreal forests 
where she is centrally located in Fairbanks.

Every year, after spending the long Alaska winter behind a desk, Winton 
shifts her work to the 116 million acres of Alaska’s forested lands in the 
portions of Alaska where she spends her time detecting, surveying, and 
monitoring forest diseases. 

Given the remote nature of her work, Winton does a fair amount of travel by 
truck or floatplane . She also provides technical assistance and trainings to 
federal, state, and private land management partners for identification of tree 
diseases and hazard trees. 

It is Winton’s extensive work with partners who manage forest inventory 
permanent plot networks that facilitated the discovery of a new tree disease 
in 2015. Winton discovered this new disease of trembling aspen while 
assisting University of Alaska forest inventory crews evaluate tree damages. 
She named  the culprit the Aspen Running Canker. 

It took several years of painstaking field and laboratory work, but Winton and 
her collaborators - Dr. Roger Ruess from the University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
and Dr. Gerry Adams from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, were able to 
isolate the fungus that causes the Aspen Running Canker disease. 

Since the fungus was new to science, the partners decided to contact the 
foremost expert on that group of fungi --- Dr. Pedro Crous to help them name 
it. Crous is from the Westerdijk Fungal Biodiversity Institute. He was able to 
sequence the DNA of the fungus and to force it into forming the diagnostic 
fruiting bodies not found in nature. 

After measuring the fruiting bodies and spores in numerous ways, Crous 
formally published the official name in December 2020 in a journal called 
Persoonia as Neodothiora populina, which means it is a parasite of aspen. 

In the end,  Crous, Adams, and Winton shared the honor of being the authors 
who first named the species. 

Winton holds a doctorate of Botany & Plant Pathology from Oregon State 
University.

Delivering world-class science
This Is Who We Are

Forest Pathologist Dr. Lori Winton shaving bark away from 
the margin of a running aspen canker high up the bole of 
trembling aspen at Standard Creek near Fairbanks, Alaska. 
The exposed green wood is live and the brown has been 
killed by the fast-growing fungal pathogen Neodothiora 
populina. USDA Forest Service photo.

Photoplate from the species description of Neodothiora 
populina Crous, G.C. Adams & Winton, Persoonia  
45:251-409.

Additional information:

Forest Grassland and Health, Aspen running canker page: https://go.usa.gov/
xHTH7

Persoonia - Molecular Phylogeny and Evolution of Fungi, Volume 45, 
December 2020. A link to the species description publication: https://www.
ingentaconnect.com/content/nhn/pimj/2020/00000045/00000001/art00010

A poster about the impacts of the disease on trees and forests: https://go.usa.
gov/xHTHt

https://go.usa.gov/xHTH7
https://go.usa.gov/xHTH7
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/nhn/pimj/2020/00000045/00000001/art00010
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/nhn/pimj/2020/00000045/00000001/art00010
https://go.usa.gov/xHTHt
https://go.usa.gov/xHTHt


12 SourDough News at http://www.fs.usda.gov/r10

Dr. Sean Cahoon.

This Is Who We Are

Delivering world-class science

2020 Research & Development 
Deputy Chief’s Award recipient
Dr. Sean Cahoon is a Research Ecologist with the Pacific 
Northwest Research Station, Forest Inventory and Analysis 
Program in Anchorage, Alaska. Cahoon is being recognized 
for his significant scientific accomplishments, outstanding 
leadership, and exceptional promise as an early career scientist.

Cahoon’s unbridled curiosity and research productivity has 
already led to significant, ground-breaking studies early 
in his career. As a research ecologist with the U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) Pacific Northwest (PNW) Research Station,  
Cahoon’s study of plant physiological responses in rapidly-
warming tundra and boreal ecosystems is critically important 
to understanding global carbon budgets and supporting future 
management of these ecosystems. Boreal forests are estimated 
to contain approximately 30-40 percent of all land-based carbon 
in the world, so any changes to the carbon budget in this biome 
would have significant implications for the global carbon 
cycle. Cahoon’s research and collaborative efforts make him a 
leader in this field, improving our understanding of how these 
important ecosystems are responding to climate change and 
supporting managers and decisionmakers with much-needed 
information.

As part of the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program,  
Cahoon is the lead scientist for the Alaska inventories and 
plays a crucial role in the success of the novel, high-risk 
endeavor to inventory interior Alaska. First as a postdoc, and 
more recently as a permanent scientist with the PNW Research 
Station, he supports inventory design, training, compilation, 
and quality assurance. He coordinates meetings with the FIA 
data collection, information management, remote sensing, and 
reporting teams to address implementation issues, and takes 
the lead on synthesizing and writing inventory reports. Cahoon 
is a critical part of ensuring that the ground-breaking efforts to 
inventory interior Alaska forests are a success.

In addition to leading the FIA in Alaska, Cahoon is a recognized 
expert in the field of dendrochronology. He designed a rigorous 
yet efficient dendrochronology protocol as part of the effort 
to inventory the forests of interior Alaska. Dendrochronology, 

DR. SEAN CAHOON

which uses tree rings to study past tree growth and the 
associated atmospheric conditions, is particularly valuable 
for understanding the response of remote, little-studied forest 
regions to climatic variations. Cahoon also helped establish a 
network of researchers focused on dendrochronology methods 
and applications to inventory forest plots across the western 
U.S. with the goal of creating a coherent dendrochronology 
network and database.

Cahoon has demonstrated sustained research productivity, with 
over 11 publications in high-impact journals so far in his career. 
He has proven to be exceptionally resourceful in successfully 
conducting observational and experimental studies in remote 
settings in Greenland and interior Alaska, including regions that 
have never before been directly surveyed. Much of his work has 
been collaborative, exploring key mechanisms in larger research 
projects and building valuable partnerships with other agencies 
and stakeholders. Cahoon’s focus on high-quality research, 
exploration of new ideas in collaboration with interdisciplinary 
scientists, and engagement with students and communities to 
share his enthusiasm for science and the importance of results, 
will undoubtedly continue to advance the mission of USFS 
Research and Development and the USDA.

Cahoon holds a doctorate in Ecology from Pennsylvania State 
University (2015), a Masters of Science in Biology from 
University of Alaska Anchorage (2011), and a Bachelor of 
Science in Natural Sciences with a minor in Geology from 
University of Alaska Anchorage (2006). He was a postdoctoral 
fellow at the University of Alaska Anchorage (2016-17) and 
later with the FIA program out of the USFS PNW Research 
Station (2017-18). Cahoon is now a research ecologist with the 
USFS PNW Research Station conducting research on vegetative 
responses to climate change in tundra and boreal forest 
ecosystems and leads the FIA Alaska forest inventories. 

Pacific Northwest Research 
Station Alaska

Juneau
Sitka

Fairbanks

Anchorage

A L A S K A

Experimental forest
or range

Laboratories

The Pacific Northwest Research Station is a leader in the scientific 
study of natural resources. They generate and communicate 
impartial knowledge to help people understand and make informed 
choices about natural resource management and sustainability. 
The Station has 11 laboratories and research centers in Alaska, 
Oregon, and Washington as well as 12 active experimental forests, 
ranges, and watersheds.
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Barry Arm landslide and tsunami 
hazard-an Alaskan effort in 
coordination and monitoring

In the spring of 2020, scientists identified a large, steep, 
potentially unstable slope on the Chugach National Forest 
in the Barry Arm fjord, located 30 miles northeast of 
Whittier, Alaska. A landslide at this site would fall into 
seawater generating a tsunami that could have devastating 
effects on those who live, work, and recreate in and 
around Whittier and northern Prince William Sound.

Throughout 2020, the Forest Service participated in a state 
and federal agency team, working together to monitor, assess 
and collect baseline data, inform Prince William Sound 
communities and users, and develop early detection warning 
systems. Scientists monitored motion by comparing data on 
the site collected at different times using a variety of scientific 
techniques including satellite-based radar, airborne lidar (a 
kind of radar that uses light pulses), and aerial photograph-
based mapping. Seismometers and a remote camera have 
been installed on Chugach National Forest managed lands. 
And the National Tsunami Warning Center (NTWC) 
plans to install tsunami gauges in the Barry Arm and Port 
Wells region this spring to monitor for a tsunami should a 
landslide occur; these gauges would indicate any unusual 
volume of water level change in a short amount of time. 

“The risk of landslide-induced tsunami’s in Prince William 
Sound and Southeast Alaska is not new,” said NTWC Tsunami 
Warning Coordinator Dave 
Snider. “Our challenge is 
knowing that they occur 
and helping keep people 
and property out of harm’s 
way. Being aware of the 
risk and having a tsunami 
safety plan when enjoying 
our state’s wild areas is 
always a smart move.”  

Working with NTWC, 
Alaska Department of 
Homeland Security and 
Management, Alaska 
Division of Geological 
and Geophysical Surveys, 
Alaska Earthquake Center, 
United States Geological 
Survey, and National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in 2020, 
Forest Service staff facilitated and permitted sensor installations 
and survey work. The Forest Service also provided review and 
a letter of support for a National Science Foundation Coastlines 
and People grant. That request proposed assessing the emerging 
hazards of landslides and landslide-generated tsunamis 
in coastal landscapes in Alaska due to alpine permafrost 
thaws and glacial thinning caused by climate change. 

“Each of these cooperating agencies has unique expertise, 
resources and jurisdiction for a slide of this potential 
impact,” said Glacier District Ranger and landslide team 
representative, Tim Charnon.  “We’ve been glad we 
can help facilitate this assessment through special use 
permits, logistical support and communication with the 
public, our special use permit holders, Prince William 
Sound communities and our Tribal partners.”

Scientists continue meeting routinely to discuss their 
observations, share information about any notable changes, 
and work with emergency management agencies. The 
recording of the Jan. 14, 2021 Barry Arm Landslide 
Learning Session/Whittier informational meeting is a helpful 
overview of the situation at the time of the meeting: https://
youtu.be/uk2WG05lGeQ. But for the newest information 
and updates, including interagency-coordinated press 
releases, email alerts, and social media posts, visit the 
official site for the Barry Arm Landslide https://dggs.
alaska.gov/hazards/barry-arm-landslide.html. 

By Forest Public Affairs staff.

This view looking northeast into Prince William Sound’s Barry Arm shows the unstable slope area, outlined in yellow, 
which geologists believe has the potential to produce a tsunami-generating landslide. Courtesy photo by Gabriel Wolken, 
Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys, June 2020.

https://youtu.be/uk2WG05lGeQ
https://youtu.be/uk2WG05lGeQ
https://dggs.alaska.gov/hazards/barry-arm-landslide.html
https://dggs.alaska.gov/hazards/barry-arm-landslide.html
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Making something great 
by taking something 
away
Usually words like ‘extract’ or ‘remove’ 
mean ‘to take something away.’ In 
the case of Freestone Ponds, while 
contractors and individuals are taking 
away gravel for local construction 
projects, they are also helping to make 
the Freestone Ponds area into an amazing 
fish, wildlife, and recreation area. 

In 2020, working with those interested in 
acquiring gravel, the Chugach National 
Forest Minerals, Glacier Ranger District 
Recreation, and Kenai Peninsula 
Zone Aquatic programs collaborated 
and completed a combined gravel pit 
operation and reclamation plan for the 
entire Freestone Ponds project area. 

With that plan in place, in 2020 eleven 
“free use” contracts were provided to 
the  public for projects such as driveway 
improvements, totaling 4,500 tons of 
gravel, and nearly 6,700 tons of gravel 
were sold to seven private contractors. 
2020 was also notable because the private 
company responsible for the Seward 
Highway road reconstruction, Granite 
Construction, completed their third and 
final year of gravel removal operations 
as wells as all reclamation requirements 
within their permitted project area at 
Freestone Ponds. In total, over 300,000 
tons of gravel were used to complete 
this phase of highway reconstruction.
The Freestone Ponds area will also 

provide wetlands 
where none existed 
previously. Forest 
Staff successfully 
identified this 
area as an area to 
create wetlands in 
response to wetlands 
lost to the Portage 
Curve Multimodal 
Trail. The planned 
reclamation will 
include contouring 
the remaining steep 
side-slopes, creating 
wetland, re-vegetating 
sites, and continuing 
treatment of noxious 
and invasive plants. 
The wetlands and 
shallow contoured 
slopes leading up 
to riparian areas 
will create nesting 
habitat for waterfowl. And as shoreline 
vegetation is re-established, it will create 
additional habitat for terrestrial and avian 
species that live in Portage Valley. 

“Fishing and recreation opportunities will 
also increase,” said Fisheries Biologist 
and Kenai Peninsula Zone Aquatic 
staff officer Adam Cross. “We intend to 
request that Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game add the Freestone Ponds to 
their statewide fish stocking program 
once reclamation efforts near completion 
and we can meet the state requirements. 
Due to the proximity to the Begich Boggs 
Visitor Center, the increased recreational 
use in Portage Valley, and the ease of 

access, we anticipate a surge in day-
use recreation such as paddle boarding, 
swimming, and eventually fishing!”

So, whether motorists are driving along 
the reconstructed Seward Highway, 
taking advantage of some new 
development projects in the Girdwood 
and Portage areas, or enjoying the 
new opportunities at Freestone Ponds, 
they’ll be enjoying the benefits of gravel 
removed from Freestone Ponds!  

By Adam Cross and Public Affairs staff.

Aerial view of the Freestone gravel pit adjacent to the Portage Glacier 
Highway in full production. This operation was authorized to provide 
material for Phase 1 of the Seward Highway, MP 75 to 90 Road and Bridge 
rehabilitation project. Photo courtesy of Granite Construction.

Administrative Assistant
Allan Alcancia, for Regional Public Affairs, Tribal Relations, Safety, and 
Civil Rights

What do you love about your job?
Several things, but chief among them is that 
my current role is multidimensional and 
evolving. It’s a happy cross-section of ancillary 
staff support, analytics, graphic art, data 
generation, public relations, and breaking new 
grounds in strategic communications. The ease 
in my teleworking schedule and the resources 
I need to execute my tasks makes every bit of 
my job enjoyable and gratifying. Furthermore, 
I belong to a solid team of respectful and 
expert professionals who engage me in ways 
that make me a better teammate in public 
service.

What Forest Service value resonates 
with you? As a person-of-color who grew up 
in a non-conventional bubble, the values of 
Diversity and Service resonate with me the 
most. My immigrant background has driven 
me to be of greater service to the community; it 
has fueled my desire for continuing education; 
and it continues to guide my action in treating 
others with more empathy. Diversity has many 
facets and the opportunity to be of service is 
limitless so it’s remarkable these values are 
integrated into our agency. I am a proud Forest 
Service employee!

THIS IS 
WHO  WE 

ARE

Allan Alcancia
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New construction on 
Petersburg Raven’s 
Roost Cabin begins 
spring 2021
Construction work is slated to begin, in 
a few months, on a new Forest Service 
cabin in Petersburg. It replaces an older, 
harder to reach cabin, and is planned for 
a coveted spot off the original trail.

The new Raven’s Roost cabin is a 
one-story building with a loft, covered 
deck, and an outhouse. It is handicap-
accessible, accommodates six to eight 
people, and will include furniture 
built and donated by local high school 
students. Additional amenities include a 
propane heater and deck components for 
hammock use.

A local contractor has been awarded the 
project, which aligns with the Forest 
Service’s efforts to support and stimulate 
the economic health of its surrounding 
communities. 

Rainforest Contracting will get the 
lumber for the cabin from a local mill in 
Hoonah. Once it arrives in Petersburg, 
it will be flown to the site where it will 
be reconstructed. The contractor is 
familiar with cabins in the area, as it also 
maintains several on the Wrangell Ranger 
District.

The original cabin, built in the late 1970s, 
sits atop a mountain on Mitkof Island and 
can only be accessed by helicopter or a 
four-mile trail from behind the airport in 
Petersburg. The custom-built, three-story 
cabin has seen better days. Petersburg 
District Ranger Ted Sandhofer says the 
newer version will be a welcomed asset. 

“Getting to the new cabin will be easier 
since it is a shorter hike, about two and 
a half miles or so, from the trailhead,” 
said Sandhofer. “Plus, we won’t have to 
worry so much about the need for search 
and rescue operations – something that 
we often had to conduct when hikers, 
trying to reach the older, distant facility, 
would end up being stranded because 
they were unprepared for the long, steep, 
sometimes slippery and muddy trail.”

The new cabin construction follows 
nearly three years of renovation to the 
popular Raven’s Trail, that will now end 
at the new structure’s location. The work, 
which is expected to be completed this 
spring too, has significantly improved 
the trail tread with gravel placement, 
a new boardwalk, concrete steps, and 
the installation of metal stairs. Already, 
observed use of the newly constructed 
trail is up and likely to increase with the 
new cabin destination.

The path that leads to the former cabin 
will be decommissioned as well. “Most 
of the improved trail is open and the 
public is loving it,” said Petersburg 
Cabin/Trails Program Manager Paul 
Olson. “Local use has easily doubled, 
with hikers, bikers, walkers, and others 
enjoying the updates.” 

The trail work, funded by the Federal 
Highway Administration and the 
Petersburg Resource Advisory Council, 
using Secure Rural School Program 
grants, totals about $800,000, while the 
cabin replacement is funded by the Forest 
Service’s Capital Improvement Program 
at $568,000.

“We are excited to see this project come 
to fruition this year – with both the 
improved trail and new cabin finally 
being completed,” continued Olson. “It 
was a collaborative effort, that included 
some great partners and some talented 
staff from our recreation, engineering and 
landscape programs.”

The Petersburg Ranger district boasts a 
total of 18 cabins, with the Raven’s Roost 
structure being the sole cabin in town. 
“This effort is a long-time coming,” 
added Sandhofer. “It speaks to the 
persistence of our staff and the focus of 
wanting to provide the best recreational 
opportunities for the public.”

While plans for the new cabin date back 
some seven years, the concept fits nicely 
into the Alaska Region’s new Tongass 
Sustainable Cabin Strategy. That effort 
focuses on removing older, underutilized 
cabins and replacing them with more 
affordable cabins that are easier to 
maintain and likely to be used more 
often. It is also a strategy that capitalizes 
on partnerships to make it a reality. 

By Regional Public Affairs staff.

Above: A coveted view of  Frederick Sound, 
from (what will be) the new cabin’s deck. 
Left: Children reach the top of the new 
concrete steps on the upper section of the 
Raven’s Trail. USDA Forest Service photos.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/states/secure-rural-schools
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd687218.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd687218.pdf
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Innovation, dedication, and climate 
change drive fuel cell installations 
in Alaska
Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, drastic costs savings 
and the ability to strengthen communication reliability for 
the safety of field personnel are just a few reasons the Alaska 
Region set out to upgrade 30 of its 52 radio communications 
sites more than five years ago. 

Today, that goal is 70 percent complete, and it is all because of 
a device called a solid oxide fuel cell and the innovation and 
dedication of a team of technicians who never gave up, despite 
the dual challenges of weather and site access.

Stacy Griffith is the Alaska Region radio manager, serving both 
the Chugach and Tongass national forests. He said the Alaska 
Region is the first in the Forest Service to utilize these new 
and improved fuel cells. The cells are installed at mountaintop 
communication sites, and 21 of 30 targeted locations are 
completed.

Griffith explained that the fuel cell is an 
electrochemical device that has both the 
characteristics of a battery and an engine. 
It uses an electrochemical process to 
generate electricity like a battery, but it 
does so by combining fuel and air like an 
engine. “The cell converts chemical energy 
(oxygen and propane) directly to electricity,” 
added Griffith. “It makes the process quiet, 
pollution-free and three times more efficient 
than an internal combustion engine. There 
are no moving parts and [it] is the size of a 
desktop computer. The waste products are 
water and carbon dioxide.”

In addition, this ingenious device helps to reduce required flight 
time and dangerous trips to mountaintops. “This ultimately 
saves money, time and risk,” Griffith said.

The region’s radio towers previously used legacy generators 
that ran 24/7 off natural gas, costing about $90,000 a year for 
refueling. Another cost observation showed the new device 
needs only $30 of fuel annually compared to the generator that 
averaged more than $7,000 per season.

“By removing the old, outdated legacy generators, we now 
have smaller footprint on mountaintops,” said Griffith. He said 
his team of radio technicians hopes to finish the remaining 
planned installations this year if weather cooperates. “The 
challenge is operating in a COVID environment,” Griffith 
explained. “It certainly slows down the process. Of course, 
another huge obstacle is the weather. We have to first fly up 
to the mountaintops and then have enough time, weather-
permitting, to install.”

Now, with the help of a $400,000 federal grant and a Forest 
Service Chief Information Office Green Award for the project, 
more installations are planned for the near future. Griffith 
explained, “It has been a team effort throughout the Alaska 
Region. The Chugach engineering staff submitted the project 
for a grant, and the aviation staff on both forests supported the 
helicopter operations. Without all the pieces supporting the 
project, we would not be this far along,” he said.

Griffith is proud of the project, but stressed, “I want to make 
it abundantly clear. Good ideas are great; however, this would 
not have happened, and we would not be where we are today, 
if it weren’t for the Alaska Region radio technicians,” he 
passionately explained. “I can have good ideas all day; they are 
the ones who made this happen.”  

By Regional Public Affairs staff.

The fuel cell is an electrochemical device that has 
both the characteristics of a battery and an engine. 
Using an electrochemical process to generate 
electricity like a battery, it combines fuel and air 
like an engine. USDA Forest Service photo.
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VetsWork for the future: 
A one-on-one with 
Amanda Williams

Hello Team Alaska! My name is Amanda Williams. I am 
currently an AmeriCorps intern with the Forest Service 
assigned through the Mt Adams Institute’s VetsWork program. 

In this internship, I serve as a Public Outreach Specialist on 
the Cordova Ranger District, Chugach National Forest, and 
couldn’t be more thrilled with the opportunity.

More about me. I am a Navy veteran, originally from 
California, who served during Operation Iraqi Freedom from 
2005-2009 as a Plane Captain with Strike Fighter Squadron 
VFA-146, the Blue Diamonds. 

I worked on both the flight deck of an aircraft carrier, the 
USS John C. Stennis, and the flight line at Naval Air Station 
Lemoore, my home base. I served near and far, traveling to 
places like Singapore and Dubai during deployment. It is four 
years I will never forget; a true adventure that has helped shape 
the woman I am today.

I am a professional writer by trade and whimsical thinker by 
nature, and that, combined with a love for the great outdoors, 
led me to my internship here in Alaska. It is my first time in this 
great state, and its beauty, endless opportunities for recreation, 
vast wildlife and numerous habitats makes it a place of wonder 
to work and play. I have traveled the globe and have never seen 
a place quite like this one.

Currently, I am going into my third month in Cordova. The 
weather is warming, and I am looking forward to seeing more 
of what this gem of a place has to offer. I have hiked onto 
Sheridan Glacier - bucket list check - and will be getting my 
fishing license soon. 

The array of Salmon, Halibut and Oysters keep me satiated, not 
to mention my first foray into eating ground moose and trying 
my hand in making a moose crostata, which in this writer’s 
humble opinion turned out pretty good. 

Learning about the Chugach National Forest, its landscape and 
lore, and representing the district with my media content and 
creative writing is keeping me busy!

I hope to leave a legacy of sorts; my own positive imprint on 
this beautiful place through education and my writing and 
continue to learn from the great people in the Forest Service 
and beyond here. Make every day an adventure!

More about VetsWork
The Mt. Adams Institute VetsWork program is hard to briefly 
sum up. The professionals at VetsWork have made this whole 
experience an easy one 
and am very happy with 
the program culture and 
opportunities it has afforded 
me.

VetsWork is a career 
development program for 
military veterans interested 
in public lands and natural 
resource management careers. 
The Institute developed and 
operates VetsWork across the 
country from its headquarters 
in Trout Lake, Washington. 

The program is supported 
by AmeriCorps, which is a 
national service program of 
the Corporation for National 
and Community Service, and local, state, and federal natural 
resources agencies such as the Forest Service. Individuals 
in the program increase the amount and quality of work that 
federal agencies can take on as they depend more and more on 
partnerships to complete project goals. 

Participants receive on the job training and mentorship, a living 
stipend, housing allowances, basic health coverage, access 
to GI Bill Benefits and an AmeriCorps Education Award. 
Numerous veterans have benefited from the program and went 
on to get hired in their desired fields.  

By Amanda Williams.

AZ3 Amanda Williams.

Amanda Williams takes a rest on an old fireplace structure near Crater Lake 
Trail. courtesy photo by Amanda Williams.



A year ago, as restrictions and safety concerns about 
COVID -19 came to the forefront, the organizers of 
the Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival in Cordova 
quickly pivoted to take this popular spring event virtual. 
It is hard to believe that a year has gone by and the 2021 
Shorebird Festival is right around the corner. Millions of 
shorebirds will soon be migrating to the Copper River 
Delta and the committee is taking innovations and lessons 
from last year’s event to host a hybrid event this year. 

There will be live migration updates, bird diaries, virtually 
guided bird watching and other opportunities, free for 
virtual attendees. They’re also updating some old favorites 
to address COVID safety and keep visiting birders and 
the community safe. Birding experts from the Cordova 
Ranger District will take enthusiasts in their “trusted 
bubbles” to see birds in person and will offer virtually 
guided adventures for those joining from home.

The Copper River Shorebird Festival is one of the 
earliest events of the season, and as we move into 
new and rapidly changing phases of the pandemic, 
the techniques and protocols used here will guide the 
Forest and our partners through a successful and safe 
season of public events and community outreach.

In 2020, as restrictions, quarantine orders and social distancing 
recommendations went in effect across the nation, educators 
and festival organizers worked hard to find ways to deliver 
quality programs to their audiences. Increased telework and 
school and business closures created unique challenges and 
unprecedented requests for educational programs and content 
for all ages. At the same time, in-person events and education 
programs, large and small, were being cancelled or postponed. 

Events on the Chugach National Forest were no exception 
as the Forest rushed to reimagine annual community 
educational events. When the pandemic began, the 30th 
anniversary of the Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival 
loomed, as the annual event is timed to bird migration in 
early May. Guests had been invited, the schedule was in 
place, and record attendance was anticipated. The Shorebird 
Festival needed a quick pivot from an in-person event.

The committee rapidly re-tooled the event to serve a virtual 
audience, incorporating activities that local attendees could 
participate in, while observing Covid-19 guidelines. A 

host of new skills including video collection, live event 
hosting, and connecting with remote sites was required 
and implemented within weeks of the event and in some 
instances as the Shorebird Festival was taking place.

The Copper River Shorebird Team used Facebook and 
the Copper River Shorebird Festival website to connect 
with current registrants as well as past attendees. 
The efforts surprised even the committee. Over 
25,000 participants were reached and 11,600 actively 
engaged in fresh content and live online content.

The challenges posed by switching to a virtual festival 
were quite extensive and the Copper River Delta Shorebird 
Festival team rose to those challenges and exceeded 
expectations. Many of the lessons learned will be folded 
into upcoming shorebird festivals, making the wonder and 

spectacle of migration and the Copper River Delta available 
to a worldwide audience. As one of the first events on the 
Chugach National Forest to pivot to an online presence, 
this virtual festival was used as a template for virtual online 
learning by other Chugach National Forest units and partners.

Taking their clues from the Copper River Delta Shorebird 
Festival, the Cordova and Glacier Ranger Districts 
implemented a virtual platform for their annual community 
fungus fair events. This year the two districts joined forces 
with the Bureau of Land Management Campbell Creek 
Science Center to host a four-day event over Labor Day 
weekend. The virtual event, dubbed the “Gird-ova” Fungus 
Festival, was packed with virtual talks and activities. 
Participants were encouraged to explore the northernmost 
coastal temperate rainforest’s fungal diversity on their own 
or through virtual forays led by knowledgeable fungophiles 
from across the Forest. The fungus festival also boasted 
an iNaturalist mushroom observation competition, a photo 
contest, mushroom preservation and cooking classes, a 
virtual recipe swap, and fungus crafting and art workshops.

As in-person gatherings return, Forest Service programs 
will undoubtedly move back to in-person events when 
conditions are safe. Yet, as these two successful Chugach 
National Forest events illustrate, employees in the Alaska 
Region have discovered new tools for delivering fresh content 
to larger audiences that may even outlast a pandemic.  

By Forest Public Affairs staff.
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The Copper River Delta 
Shorebird Festival is May 
6-9, 2021. For a complete
schedule visit https://www.
coppershorebird.com.

Next level virtual 
event at Chugach 
National Forest 
sets  the pace

https://www.coppershorebird.com
https://www.coppershorebird.com
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Your mission, should you choose to 
accept it: Reducing fish barriers on 
Chugach National Forest
Sure, many have seen Tom Cruise overcoming incredible but 
unreal barriers in “Mission: Impossible.” But what about when 
the barriers are real? Is “barrier free” for fish an impossible 
mission? That is the question being asked about the creeks, 
streams and rivers in the Chugach National Forest.

Heading into a new year with completion of the Chugach 
National Forest Land Management Plan in 2020, the Aquatic 
Organism Passage Program is a priority for Alaska’s Regional 
Forester and is listed as a Forest Active Management Initiative 
by the Chugach Forest Supervisor. The mission: to work 
toward the goal of a forest that is barrier free, so that fish and 
other aquatic animals can freely move up and down all creeks, 
streams, and rivers. 

To meet this substantial goal, the forest is focusing on 
completing a forest wide structure inventory (bridges, culverts, 
etc.) and setting forest priorities for culvert replacements in 
cooperation with agency and independent organization partners. 
With the established priorities and forest plan guidance, the 
program will efficiently and effectively replace structures that 
act as barriers to aquatic species with functional structures that 
allow the natural passage of aquatic species within a stream 
channel.

In 2020, the Prince William Sound Zone Copper River 
Watershed Enhancement Partnership received high honors 
for some of its early efforts - the 2020 Chief’s and Under 
Secretary’s Honor Award. Over time, this collaborative work 
is actively restoring the productivity of national forest lands. 
This year, three of the 13 under-sized culverts were replaced— 
culverts that were detrimental to fish passage in the Copper 
River Delta. Together, the forest and its partners are on the way 

toward the goal of over 22 miles of accessible salmon spawning 
and rearing habitat.

On the Kenai Peninsula Zone, the work will continue to 
focus on completing an inventory of all forest road structures 
including culverts that block aquatic organism passage. 
The inventory began in 2019, was delayed in 2020 due to 
COVID-19, and is now set for completion in 2021 with surveys 
to be conducted by forest engineering and resources staff, 
assisted by a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant 
funding for an Alaska Native Science and Engineering Program 
fisheries student during the summer.

While COVID-19 was a bit of an obstacle to getting field work 
done in 2020, the forest looks forward to overcoming that 
challenge in 2021 and eliminating the barriers that restrict the 
movement of aquatic organisms in the future. 

By Forest Public Affairs staff.

Surveys will look for crossings like this, a user-created ATV trail that crosses a 
Coho Salmon spawning area on the Copper River Delta in 2011. The Cordova 
Ranger District re-routed this trail away from the stream to maintain access 
for visitors while minimizing damage to salmon habitat. USDA Forest Service 
photo by Luca Adelfio.

Interpretive and Conservation Education  
Annette Heckart, Regional Program Manager for Interpretation and 
Conservation Education

What do you love about your job? 
Creativity and connections! Helping our 
public connect to our national forests 
and understand how truly special and 
unique they are is what keeps me going. 
I get to think outside the box (most of the 
time) and look for creative ways to keep 
our audiences engaged. Another aspect 
that I love is I get to work with - and be 
inspired by - some of the most talented 
individuals in the Forest Service.

What Forest Service value resonates 
with you? I feel that both service and 
interdependence resonate the most for 
me. I think most of us gravitated towards 
working for the Forest Service to give back 
and help make this planet a better place. 
And again, that connection piece between 
people and nature is incredibly important 
to me – it’s how we help build that next 
generation of public land stewards.

THIS IS 
WHO  WE 

ARE

Annette Heckart
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Hot off the press! 
Introducing the all new Admiralty Island National Monument 
and Kootznoowoo Wilderness Forest Service visitor map! 
Replacing the 1997 Admiralty Island Fortress of 
the Bears map and 1991 Admiralty Island Canoe 
Route map, this new map employs richly detailed 
topographic map content at a scale of 1:84,480 
(3/4” = 1 mile). Map features include trails, cabins, 
shelters, and wildlife viewing sites. The renowned 
Pack Creek Brown Bear Viewing Area gets its 
own “zoomed in” inset with an imagery base. 
Look closely, perhaps you can spot a brown bear 
from the comfort of your armchair! 

Map text introduces the island geography and 
unforgettable wildlife of Xutsnoowú. The text 
also covers the rich cultural heritage and current 
significance of this island home to the Alaska 
Native Tlingit. Learn just why this special 
place has multiple overlapping conservation 
designations. Obtain detailed hiking trail and 
recreation site information from the recreation matrices. 

Printed on a durable waterproof material, this Forest Service 
visitor map sells for $14. All map sale earnings stay in the Forest 
Service Alaska Region to fund the visitor map program. Get 
your map today at your local ranger district office (Juneau and 
Hoonah) or online at the US Geological Survey (USGS) Store: 
https://store.usgs.gov/fsmaps.

Are you interested in the digital map and leveraging your mobile 
device GPS? This map is available in digital format at the 
Avenza Store ($4.99-$9.99) for use with the free Avenza Maps 
mobile application (app). Download the map today then take it 
offline on your next Admiralty Island adventure: avenzamaps.

com/maps/1239282

A big thank you to those who contributed to this map 
update: Admiralty National Monument and Juneau 
Ranger District staff, Angoon Community Association 
and Kootznoowoo Inc, Forest Service Geospatial 
Technology Application Center (GTAC), and many 
others. 

Check out all Forest Service Alaska Region visitor maps at 
the Alaska Region Maps and Publications webpage: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r10/maps-pubs.
What can we look forward to next from the Forest Service 
Alaska Region cartography program?  
• The updated Prince of Wales Island Visitor Map –

printing planned when Phase 2b of the Alaska Mental
Health Land Exchange and the Prince of Wales Island
ranger district consolidation are complete

• Kenai Winter Recreation Map - this digital only visitor
map will be available fall of 2021

• Glacier and Seward Ranger Districts Map (combined
district map)– planned completion summer of 2022

Questions? Contact Forest Service Alaska Region cartographer 
Jacob Hofman, jacob.hofman@usda.gov or 907-586-7887. 

By Jacob Hofman

Map text covers the rich cultural heritage and current significance of this 
island home to the Alaska Native Tlingit. 

The renowned Pack Creek Brown Bear Viewing Area gets its own 
“zoomed in” inset with an imagery base. 

https://store.usgs.gov/fsmaps
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Showcasing the close ties the people, communities and cultures of Southeast and 
Southcentral Alaska have to your forests. 

Mary Goddard, Forest Fresh

What Forest Fresh Alaska provides: Forest Fresh Alaska is a forest to table cooking 
blog produced by Mary Goddard, who also goes by Alaska Mary. She is Tlingit, an 
artist, and a food blogger born and raised in Southeast Alaska, currently living in Sitka. 

Her cooking blog was spurred by her desire to make indigenous plants more accessible 
to others, asking herself, “How do I share Indigenous food? How do I share foods that 
can be foraged locally?” These questions and her love of foraging evolved into Forest 
Fresh Alaska, a blog and social media platform that shares recipe ideas like fiddlehead 
focaccia and huckleberry fruitcake.

Food security is also a priority for Goddard, who realized during the COVID-19 
pandemic how much Southeast communities are affected by changes to the supply 
chain. Increasing knowledge of foraging and other wild foods gathering can be one 
possible solution to ensuring Southeast Alaskans have access to nutritious foods.

“Since we live in a rainforest, we 
have a wealth of food that we can forage and utilize for food and medicine 
and jewelry and art,” said Goddard.

Link to your forests: Goddard has studied indigenous plants for well over 
a decade and relies on the Tongass National Forest to forage for ingredients 
to include in her creative and delicious recipes. Foraging from the forest 
floor, she turns berries into cocktails and collects deer heart greens to use 
as an herb or in pestos and salads. From Tongass waters, she incorporates 
red ribbon seaweed into chocolate—chocolate with kelp is now a staple for 
companies like Southeast Alaska-based Barnacle Foods, showing a rise in 
popularity for creative recipes with indigenous foods. 

Goddard is grateful for the way of life the Tongass National Forest 
provides. “Having the land be accessible is vital. To me, it’s home.”

Did You Know? Devil’s club (Oplopanax horridus) is a well-known 
plant used for its medicinal properties and used by the Tlingit and Haida 
in traditional medicines, salves, and teas. But it can also be used for food! 
After hearing that devil’s club shoots can be battered and deep-fried, Mary 
Goddard began incorporating devil’s club in dinner recipes, such as stuffed 
chicken breasts with sauteed devil’s club shoots. She and her husband have even brewed a devil’s club beer. 

Discover more ties to the Tongass National Forest here:https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tongass/about-forest/?cid=fseprd546844 

By Forest Public Affairs staff.

“Food is medicine, food is home, food is that 
connecting point between people,” said 
Goddard. “If I’m able to bring a little bit of 
the forest to the dinner table, whether it’s 
visiting with friends or family, I just think it’s a 
beautiful connection.” -Mary Goddard

Foraging wild foods. Courtesy photo by Mary Goddard.

Mary Goddard prepares a meal with wild foods. 
Courtesy photo by Mary Goddard.

Do you know a person or business who should be featured? Contact Paul Robbins Jr. at paul.robbins@usda.gov for Southeast 
Alaska, and Mona Spargo at mona.spargo@usda.gov for Southcentral Alaska. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/tongass/about-forest/?cid=fseprd546844
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Different ways of knowing: 
Science and Art collaborations 
in the boreal forest

Getting to know Bonanza Creek 
Do you know where the farthest north Forest Service 
Experimental Forest is located? If you guessed Alaska, you 
would be right, but the specific location in Alaska may surprise 
you. It isn’t near Juneau or Anchorage but is in fact located 20 
miles southeast of Fairbanks, along the Tanana River. 

Bonanza Creek Experimental Forest1  is the home base for 
the Bonanza Creek Long Term Ecological Research Program, 
(LTER) that is jointly funded by the Pacific Northwest Research 
Station and National Science Foundation. The Bonanza Creek 
program was established in 1986 to address boreal forest 
science questions that couldn’t be resolved with short-term 
observations or experiments. 

In a Time of Change
There are many ways to experience the boreal forest. Some 
people notice the day when the aspen and birch trees ‘leaf out’ 
in the spring and change to gold in the autumn. Some people 
can describe the location and landscape of their ancestors’ 
traditional hunting grounds. And scientists recognize that all 

these ways of understanding the 
boreal forest are important. 

These experts are always looking 
to expand how to think about the 
environment around us and one 
way is to look for the connections 
between science and art! One 
such scientist is Fairbanks-based 
Teresa Hollingsworth, a Research 
Ecologist with the Pacific 
Northwest Research Station. In 
2008, Hollingsworth helped initiate  
In a Time of Change (ITOC) with 
financial support from the Pacific 
Northwest Research Station. 

The first engagement for the initiative brought together writers 
and scientists for a weekend field trip to a recently burned 
landscape. Imagine scientists and writers around a nighttime 
bonfire talking about the how and why a fire burned and the 
how and why of its effect on you. Participants shared that 
the experience was formative for all involved and inspired 
a one-night performance of science and art writings to a 

packed-house of a  theater in the Fairbanks community. The 
performance and its overall experience were so well-received 
that the project was permanently incorporated into the parent 
program. 

Today, the  program includes a group of Alaska-based artists, 
humanists, and scientists. It produces cross-cutting events 
and exhibits for the public focused on themes such as climate 
change, wildfires, predator control, and the role of microbes in 
environmental health. The 2020-2022 theme is Boreal Forest 
Stories.

In past engagements, a big part of the science and art 
interactions and collaborations involved spending time in 
the field exchanging knowledge in a meaningful way. Like 
many aspects of our lives, COVID-19 has changed how the 
program works. Interactions between scientists and artists 
have moved online, with alternating Zoom presentations 
from both groups by scientists and artists. While nothing can 
compare to the experience of being together high on a river 
bluff watching smoke rise from a distant fire, the transition 
to online connections have resulted in the recording and 
increased availability of presentations to participants outside 
the Fairbanks area. And, we are hopeful that field trips and in-
person gatherings can safely resume soon.

Teresa Hollingsworth.

2017 Microbial Worlds Fairbanks Exhibition Poster artwork featured 
a collage of works from artists and writers that magnify the physical 
beauty of microbes and illuminate the many roles they play in human 
and environmental health.

 1Ts’oneya No’ (Kari, James and Gerad Smith. 2017 Dene Atlas. The Web Atlas of Alaskan Dene Place Names, Version 1.2. February 1).

Arts — Humanities —

https://www.fs.usda.gov/pnw/experimental-forests-and-ranges/bonanza-creek-experimental-forest-caribou-poker-creeks-research
https://www.lter.uaf.edu/
https://itoc.alaska.edu/
https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/denemapped/lower-tanana-place-names?authuser=0
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Alaska Region Forest Service 
Employee Engagement
In 2019, Kelsey Aho moved south to 
Juneau from Fairbanks for a job with the 
Forest Service. In her rear-view mirror 
she saw sap buckets and afternoons spent 
harvesting plants. After a few months in 
her new job, the pandemic required Aho 
to telework full time. To liven up the 
home office, also known as the hallway 
between the kitchen and the bathroom, 
she brought some of her favorite things 
from the boreal forest into her immediate 
surroundings: rosehip and fireweed teas 
accompanied her to Teams meetings, 
and together her family painted larger 
than life renditions of boreal plants (see 
images). 

When recounting some of her favorite 
things from the boreal forest, most of 
Aho’s stories include a chapter focused 
on either observing, gathering, preparing, 
or consuming plants. When she heard the 
call from In a Time of Change for boreal 
forest stories, she wanted to learn from 
the scientists and artists in Fairbanks, as 
well as share her favorite plant stories. 
But how? Then, it came to her: recipes! 

Recipes use taste and smell; senses that are 
less common in standard art exhibits and 
are easily accessible. Additionally, recipes 
are easy to print or share digitally with 
boreal and non-boreal forest inhabitants of 
all ages and provide a great tool for 
spending time with people you love and 
generating your own boreal forest stories.

So, are recipes art or science? Aho says 
they are both; they are the tried-and-true 
stories we share with the ones we love. 

For the 2022 art exhibition at the Bear 
Gallery, Aho plans to share what she calls 
the exploration chapter of a recipe’s story 
by creating an interactive space to smell 
and taste fireweed harvested and preserved 
from throughout the Bonanza Creek 
Experimental Forest. For the book, Aho’s 
story will document the art and science of 
fireweed through food, drink and craft 
recipes, her own botanical field sketches, 
herbarium quality dried and pressed 
flowers, and distribution maps. 

Here are ways you and your family can 
get involved in the storytelling  project:

Get involved in Boreal Forest Stories!

• Most Fridays: WATCH virtual
science and art discussions
(for details, contact Teresa
Hollingsworth, teresa.hollingsworth@
usda.gov or Mary Beth Leigh,
mbleigh@alaska.edu),

• In August 2022:  ATTEND the
Arctic Science Festival in
Fairbanks,

• In September 2022:  VISIT the
Arts-humanities-science exhibit
in the Bear Gallery in Fairbanks and
READ the stories in the self- 
published booklet, and

• In Spring 2023: READ the ITOC
Boreal Forest Stories book to be
published by Pacific Northwest
Research Station.

Kelsey stands in a room where 
her family painted larger than life 
renditions of boreal plants.

fireweedfireweed

• LEARN more about past and present
ITOC projects and view artwork
at itoc.alaska.edu.

By Teresa Hollingsworth and Kelsey Aho.

Science Collaboration

mailto:teresa.hollingsworth%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:teresa.hollingsworth%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:mbleigh@alaska.edu
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Alaska takes interpretive programs online during pandemic
Barbara Miranda had an unexpected first 
day of work as Juneau’s Mendenhall 
Glacier Visitor Center manager. Miranda 
started in March 2020, and, on her 
first day, she closed the center due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The facility 
remains closed, but her staff and others 
throughout the Alaska Region adapted 
to provide interpretation and education 
opportunities to the public, focusing more 
on local community programming.

In a normal summer, most of the Alaska 
Region’s interpretation and education 
programming focuses on serving tourists 
from all over the world. Over a million 
tourists travel to Southeast Alaska by 
cruise ship each year.

“Some locals who use the Mendenhall 
Glacier Recreation Area will time their 
visits around how many cruise ships are 
in port or avoid the area completely in 
the summer because of the crowds,” said 
Miranda.

While many public lands in the lower 
48 experienced overcrowding this 
year, Alaska’s isolated nature and the 
cancellation of the 2020 cruise ship 
season kept use of the nation’s largest 
national forest, the Tongass, dramatically 
low. Less tourism and the need for 
physical distancing shifted the focus 
of interpretation and education staff to 
providing adapted programs for their local 
communities.

One example previously written was 
the Mendenhall Visitor Center drive-in 
lectures and movies. This series, offered 
early on during the pandemic, was a great 
success. By Jan. 2021, the Mendenhall 
Visitor Center rolled out its usual Fireside 
Chat series, though this year it too was 
adapted to COVID-19 restrictions and is 
being held online using Facebook Live.

In Ketchikan, at the Southeast Alaska 
Discovery Center, the educational 
programming schedule moved outside 
as well as online. The discovery center 
provided virtual exhibit tours for summer 

school classes and the community. Center 
staff also developed a year-long outdoor 
program called the Discovery Forest 
Ranger series and updated their Agents of 
Discovery challenges to correspond with 
monthly themes. Since October 2020, it 
has been too cold to hold these programs 
outside, so staff opted to use Microsoft 
Teams for online events. To complement 
the experience, participants are offered 
grab-and-go art and lab kits, available at 
the center, for the virtual programs.

From January to March 2021, the 
Southeast Alaska Discovery Center 
provided virtual insight programs 
highlighting natural resources and 
recreation opportunities close to home. 
For example, Forest Service employees 
from Prince of Wales Island (POW), 
the Wrangell Ranger District, and the 
Petersburg Ranger District, described in 
detail the natural wonders to be explored 
on each of their respective districts.  Other 
Tongass employees ventured further 

north and described the grandeur of cycle 
touring along the Golden Circle (Haines 
to Whitehorse to Skagway) and wildlife 
viewing experiences captured in Denali 
National Park. Forest Service employees 
also shared their recent research on 
Tongass Landslides and the Glacial Sea 
Level History of southeast Alaska. These 
virtual insight programs reached 6,359 
people.

Another innovative change is the 
annual salmon life cycle education from 
classroom to virtual by streaming live 
from the visitor center aquarium so the 
community could continue to learn about 
salmon, and to watch them grow. Since 
Feb. 17, there have been 10,899 views.

“During these unusual times, I am thrilled 
that we have been able to safely engage 
our local community,” said Leslie Swada, 
Southeast Alaska Discovery Center 
director. “By adapting our program 
delivery to virtual platforms, we hope to 
engage the entire world! Now everyone, 
no matter where they are, can begin 
to understand what it means to live in 
Alaska, and how the Tongass National 
Forest has always shaped life here, and 
continues to do so today.” 

The 2021 Mendenall I.C.E. (Investigate, 
Create, Explore) Fieldtrip season 
also pivoted to offering all virtual 
programming to accommodate COVID-19 
mitigations and distance learning. The 
season ran from Jan. 14 - March 19, 2021 
and saw the highest number of student 
attendance over that time-period since the 
creation of the I.C.E. Program in 2017. 
For the first time, programming was also 
offered on the preschool level. Not only 
did the programs reach a local student 
audience, they expanded beyond Juneau 
on a trial basis, reaching a classroom 
in Sitka and multiple classrooms in 
Michigan and New Mexico.

Exploration of caves and karst program was 
streamed virtually via Microsoft Teams at the 
Southeast Alaska Discovery Center. USDA Forest 
Service photo.

786 students 24 programs

Fisheries Biologist Emily Judson virtually discusses 
her background in fisheries and experiences 
exploring the freshwater world through research 
and recreation. USDA Forest Service photo.



25SourDough News  Winter Edition 2021

42 classrooms

Zooming with the 
Mendenhall Glacier 
Visitor’s Center rangers
You may think the end of summer and 
fall might mean the end of the busy 
season at the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor 
Center, but the staff might say otherwise. 
While yes, the onset of winter means 
much less tourism to the site, the winter 
months were a haven for the locals 
of Juneau who spend their weekends 
cross country skiing, snowshoeing, 
and trekking across the Mendenhall 
Lake. But it’s during the week that the 
rangers at the visitor center are busiest—
and focused on a young audience.

The start of winter and the school 
year brought on the start of the field 
trip season. The center offers field trip 
programs for grades Pre-K-8 every 
year to talk about glaciers, geology, 
wildlife, ecosystems, and everything in 
between. All the programs offered are 
science-focused, interdisciplinary, and 
education standards-based. Even with a 
pandemic and virtual learning as the new 
normal, rangers at the visitor center had 
their busiest field trip season yet. “This 
is our fifth year offering conservation 
education programs to local schools 
and the pandemic brought a unique 
challenge to continue that legacy,” said 
Melissa O’Donnell, assistant director at 

the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center 
in charge of educational programs.

While in years past, field trips have been 
in person, safety requirements around 
the pandemic meant otherwise. Rangers 
found themselves multitasking, making 
their way into the homes and classrooms 
of students virtually. The program pivoted 
to accommodate distance 
learning for local students, 
offering three-part lessons with 
pre- and post-activities in the 
form of worksheets and videos 
to sandwich an hour-long lesson 
with a ranger over Zoom. Some 
programs that are normally 
offered in person were able to 
be adapted to this new virtual 
frontier, but for others, staff 
created entirely new offerings. 

Programs started mid-January 
with a bang and by February 
the calendar was full. The 
programs were working well 
and with a few minor tweaks, 
the rangers were off and running. Because 
of the new format, more students were 
reached at once, with teaching teams 
and cohort classes joining in all at the 
same time. The rangers were having 
so much fun connecting with students, 
they thought, why not try more? 

Piloting a true distance learning 
opportunity, the rangers were able to 

reach beyond Juneau to a 
total of 164 students in Sitka, 
Alaska, Farmington, New 
Mexico, and Detroit, Michigan. 
These programs were a hit and 
have offered a potential new 
direction for the education 
programs to take in the future. 

All in all, the season was a 
success. “Our talented education 
team created an outstanding 
virtual program menu for 
students that will now be 
another facet to our school 
year programming and extend 
our reach in Southeast Alaska 
and beyond,” said O’Donnell. 
Wrapping up with field trips 

on March 19, the rangers were able 
to reach 786 students in 42 different 
classrooms around Juneau, southeast 
Alaska, and the lower 48. Of the students 
reached, 31 percent were fourth graders, 
learning all about skulls and the clues 
found within them. From figuring out an 
animal’s diet to its lifestyle, these new 
Skull Detectives were on the case. 

The rangers found great joy and got 
value out of these connections and 
so did the teachers. According to one 
Kindergarten teacher, the programs 
offered were a valuable use of time 
and offered great place-based content 
relevant to Juneau. Students also had 
lots to say, often lingering after the 
lesson was over to continue asking the 
rangers questions. “The virtual field 
trip was very interesting,” according to 
one Fourth Grader. “I learned stuff that 
I would’ve otherwise overlooked.” 

With this year’s success, staff at the 
visitor center are hoping to keep 
up the momentum. O’Donnell felt 
the season ended on a high note. 
“Whether we’re online, inside the 
Visitor Center, or out in the field, all 
our programs provide meaningful 
experiences for students to connect 
to the remarkable natural resources 
found right in their backyards.”  

By Julia Schostak, Barbara Miranda, 
Leslie Swada, and Regional Public 
Affairs staff.

Ranger Julia Schostak talks with kindergarteners about forests 
and what makes the Tongass special. USDA Forest Service 
photo.

Ranger Megan McMillan works with middle school students, 
teaching about plant succession after glacial retreat. USDA 
Forest Service photo.

10,000+ views
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Operation Chugach National Forest Tree in 
Town Square a success!
In November 2020, Shawna Thoma from the 
Anchorage Downtown Partnership contacted the 
Chugach National Forest Public Affairs to see if 
the forest could provide a tree for the town square. 

The Downtown Partnership was looking for a 
way to invigorate downtown and give the area 
some holiday spirit since so many people were 
teleworking because of the pandemic.

Glacier District Ranger Tim Charnon agreed to help 
find, harvest, and donate a tree. Graham Predeger, 
the district’s safety manager, worked with employees 
Will Brennan and Eric Steinfort to identify a tree, cut 
it down, and load it onto a trailer that was provided by 
the Downtown Partnership. 

Forest public affairs specialist Mona Spargo worked with Thoma on the 
required coordination. The holiday tree was lighted up on Wednesday, Dec. 
2 at 11 a.m. 

It took the collaboration of several partners to make ‘Operation Chugach 
Forest Tree in Town Square’ a reality:

• Carlile Trucking

• AK Tree Service

• National Electrical Contractors Association (NECA)

• International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)

• Chugach Electric

• Anchorage Downtown Partnership

• Airport Equipment Rentals

• Anchorage Park Foundation

• Municipality of Anchorage

• North Star Equipment Services

• Northern Compass Group LLC

• Jewel Lake ACE Hardware

The forest had previously provided a tree for the Chugach National Forest 
Centennial in 2007. Eight years later, in 2015, a tree from the Chugach 
National Forest was donated as the official Capitol Christmas tree in 
Washington D.C. 

By Forest Public Affairs staff.

Chugach National Forest tree provided for Anchorage’s 
Town Square. 
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Forest Health 
MARCH MADNESS

Alaska Forest Health Protection staff 
successfully launched their first March Madness 
style Ultimate Forest Pest Faceoff this year 
on Twitter. During this campaign, Twitter 
users learned about different forest pests and 
voted for which pests advanced to the next 
round. The final four will faceoff on the Alaska 
Region Twitter on Monday April 12, with a 
championship the following Wednesday. How 
will the rookie aspen running canker keep pace 
with the veteran spruce beetle? Can southeast’s 
hemlock sawfly chomp through punk ash to get 
to the finals? 

Tune in to the #AlaskaForestHealth 
March Madness on the Alaska 
Region Twitter to see who is  
named the Ultimate Forest Pest:  
https://twitter.com/AKForestService

Final Four  

Aspen running canker 
Neodothiora populina

Spruce beetle

Spruce beetle
Dendroctonus rufipennis (Kirby)

VS

Hemlock sawfly
Neodiprion tsugae Middleton

Punk ash

Punk ash
Phellinus igniarius (L.) Quél.

VS

A
sp

en running canker

Hemlock sawf y

Forest Health Fact
This year, Forest Health Protection staff established a citizen 
science project in iNaturalist, a social media platform that 
allows users to upload biotic observations, called Alaska 
Forest Health Observations. Now, staff can tap into data that 
citizen scientists are already uploading from their backyards, 
roadsides, trails, remote islands, and even National Parks and 
Forests. Staff will continue to use this dataset 
to rapidly assess where forest damage agents 

have been observed and outbreaks may be building, and to keep 
a finger on the pulse of forest health concerns of the public. 
Remarkably, between April and December 2020, 312 observers 
uploaded 2,471 forest health observations of 217 different 
species in Alaska to the Alaska Forest Health Project in 
iNaturalist! This year, iNaturalist observations of the previously 

undetected western tent caterpillar were crucial to 
assessing its current distribution.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FAKForestService&data=04%7C01%7C%7C11f21300ec384a7a282908d8fbb1077d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637536085040595557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tVLZ8nFLxd9%2FFtcgTPERMuZNPjfM%2Bc6cikfi2B6mySQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/alaska-forest-health-observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/alaska-forest-health-observations


Coastal brown bear on Copper River gravel bar. Cordova Ranger District, Chugach 
National Forest. USDA Forest Service photo by Will Schreck. 
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