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2021 infrastructure projects on the Modoc 
The Modoc National Forest has many exciting infrastructure projects in the works for 2021. These projects 
are made possible with Shared Stewardship – working together in an integrated way to make decisions and 
take actions on public lands.  

Some of the key partners and opportunities include: Modoc Farm Bureau, California State Parks Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division, Pit River Tribe, Modoc County & Modoc County Road 
Department, Great American Outdoors Act, Student Conservation Association, AmeriCorps, Backcountry 
Horsemen of CA—High Country Unit, Modoc Recreation Working Group, and the many loggers, purchasers 
and contractors who accomplish fuels reduction, thinning and timber sales across the forest and adjacent 
lands and maintain public roads. Here are some of the activities forest users may notice throughout the year. 

Forest-wide road maintenance: The Forest Service intends to 
grade and maintain surfacing on the main system of roads this season. 
These main roads are recognized by horizontal road number signs, and 
the best roads are identified with two-digit signs (Forest Road 30, 
Forest Road 84, etc.). Purchasers of active projects and timber sales 
will also maintain roads as part of their access and hauling 
requirements.  

Roadside brushing: After 
pursuing and receiving grant 
funds, the Modoc has rented 

an excavator with masticator head for four months (April–July). 
“The forest road crew is currently testing and learning how to run 
the machine on the Devil’s Garden,” said Forest Engineering Staff 
Officer Chris Bielecki. “While the initial results can be unsightly to 
some, this machine is important in making significant progress on 
decades of deferred maintenance needs for encroaching roadside 
vegetation.” 

The Modoc has thousands of miles of roads in need of work, and 
performing that work with hand-crews alone would take 
significantly longer. The forest road crew will utilize saws and 
laborers to trim and tidy up trees after the machine does its job. 

“Our staff has worked hard to secure grant funds and a contract for 
this machine”, 
said Bielecki. 
“We’re treating 
the rental like a 
test drive, as we intend to purchase a similar machine for 
continued investment to forest roads. Encroaching brush 
and trees are quite common across the forest, and we’re 
very excited to make some progress. We’ve already had 
mixed responses from the public; some are glad to see the 
work is finally getting done and some are concerned about 
the visuals left behind after the machine passes. We’re 
striving to balance these concerns while pushing forward.” 



  

  

 

Planned Upcoming Projects 

Improvements on the 10 Road to Lava Beds: This is a cooperative project with the Modoc County Road 
Department. Potholes will be cleaned and filled with aggregate and a “blade-patching” technique will be used 
to spread new asphalt to cover holes and cracks along this road from Tionesta to Lava Beds National 
Monument. This road has been a haul road for recent post-fire private timber salvage and is also included in 
the Caldwell Fire roadside treatment analysis.  

Medicine Lake roads: The forest and Pit River Tribe are beginning coordination for the Tribal road crew 
to conduct road maintenance and asphalt repairs on the roads in the Medicine Lake Highlands, including the 
Forest Road 49. 

Middle Fork Parker Bridge: Structural experts at the Forest Service Regional Office in Vallejo are 
working on a design to replace the bridge that was burned in the 2017 Parker 2 Fire. A contract should be 
advertised and awarded later this year, and construction is anticipated for the fall of 2022. The latest 
concepts for design include the use of cellulose-infused concrete. These cellulose nanomaterials have the 
strength of steel at one-sixth the weight and are creating new markets for low-value woody biomass to 
improve infrastructure. In the meantime, the temporary bridge is still in good shape and will remain in place 
to serve Forest Road 31 and access to Pepperdine and the South Warner Wilderness. 

Forest-wide signing: The Modoc and partners have completed many sign improvements have over the last 
few years, and significant new signage is being ordered. These new signs primarily include site signs (i.e., 
Lava Campground, Cedar Pass Campground) and forest route destination signs (i.e., Reservoir C: 5 miles). 
The forest will employ a dedicated sign crew for the third year in a row. 

Cedar Pass Campground: IN cooperation with Modoc County, significant road and vegetation work has 
already taken place/ This year will include the installation of a new site sign, new vault toilets, new picnic 
tables and new fire rings. This location is a great example of organized Shared Stewardship through the local 
communities. The new and improved facility will include a dedicated day-use area. 

Vault toilets: Thanks to input from the local Modoc Recreation Working Group, arrangements have been 
made for a new vault toilet at the Pine Creek Basin Trailhead. The South Warner Wilderness has seen an 
increase in use during the pandemic, resulting in impacts and sanitation issues at this location. Additional 
locations for vault toilets are currently being considered by the Modoc National Forest and partners. 

Trails: The Modoc National Forest is entering agreements with the Student Conservation Association and 
the Pit River Tribe for trails support. The forest has also hired a seasonal trails specialist to assist with 
projects and partner coordination, starting in May 2021. The Modoc National Forest anticipates maintenance 
on all forest trails over the next five years. 

Campgrounds: Finally, Modoc campgrounds will have several improvements starting this year. New 
amenities such as picnic tables and fire rings will be provided, along with improvements to signage and 
drinking-water systems. These improvements will start in 2021 and continue into the foreseeable future. 


