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This past year, we’ve seen people increasingly turn to their public 
lands for fun and solace. Here at the Wayne National Forest, we 
appreciate that more people see their national forest as a place to 
safely recreate and explore the outdoors. We’ve also seen our local 
communities make use of the opportunities outdoor recreation and 
public lands provide, which has resulted in real economic and social 
benefits in a trying time.

As we head into the spring and summer recreation season, I reiterate 
our commitment to providing quality recreation in the Wayne 
National Forest. We are currently developing a proposal to allow 
for more flexibility in our recreation management when it comes 
to trail seasonality for mountain biking, equestrian, and motorized 
uses. We’re also considering where management of motorized trails 
could be adjusted to provide for more diverse riding experiences and 
what opportunities could be provided for improving our recreation 
sites through the Great American Outdoors Act funding. These are 
the next steps in our effort to modernize recreation and respond to 
the desires we’ve heard from you. We are working hard to finalize 
the System Trail Adaptation, Relocation, and Reconstruction Project 
which would allow us to make improvements more easily to our trails when relocation and rehabilitation is 
needed. We also completed the forest plan assessment process last summer, which continued to highlight local 
community desires and opportunities for expanding recreation across the national forest.

This May, we’d like your feedback in refining our next proposals to expand access and improve recreation 
facilities in the Wayne National Forest. We will be hosting three virtual open houses focused on identifying 
priorities for Great American Outdoors Act funding as well as potential forest plan amendments to allow for 
more flexibility with seasonal trail closure dates and off-highway vehicle width limits. You can find information 
on how to sign up to attend these meetings on page 2.

We look forward to engaging with you, our partners, and local communities as we all work together to 
continually improve recreation experiences. I also invite you to visit your Wayne National Forest this season 
and see all that it offers.

Carrie Gilbert
Forest Supervisor
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We will be hosting virtual open houses on the evenings of May 25, 26, and 27 about future recreation proposals 
in the Wayne National Forest, and you’re invited! Each meeting will focus on the specific Unit’s recreation 
features, expanding trail access through potential amendments to the Wayne National Forest’s forest plan, and 
potential project priorities for Great American Outdoors Act funding.

Expanding Trail Access
Our trails are built and maintained for the users, and 
often by the users, and our volunteer program has 
grown considerably over the past few years. We have 
expanded our partnerships with local community 
leaders and user groups interested in attracting new 
visitors to the region. We’ve heard a lot of specific input 
through the past years about expanding trail access. 

Each national forest has a management plan called a 
“forest plan” which lays out where and under what 
conditions an activity may take place in a national 
forest. Currently, our forest plan requires closure 
of trails to horse, bicycle, and motorized use from 
December 16 to April 14. It also limits motorized use 
to appropriate vehicles that do not exceed 50” in width. 
Both of these policies are inconsistent with recreation 
practices on other public lands, such as those managed 
by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. We 
are currently coordinating with the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources on ways we can provide quality 
recreation experiences together.

For the Wayne National Forest, we’re developing a project to modify or remove restrictions from the forest plan 
and replace them with more flexible restrictions in forest supervisor’s closure orders. We’re also considering 

what trail modifications may be made to diversify 
motorized recreation opportunities. Specifically, 
we are proposing:

1. Amending the forest plan to remove these 
restrictions;

2. Amending forest supervisor’s closure orders 
with more periodic flexibility;

3. Evaluating motorized trails to a) determine 
which trails could be modified to support 
wider vehicles, specifically in the Ironton 
Ranger District, and b) consider converting 
the Long Ridge Trail System in the Athens 
Ranger District to single-track motorcycle 
trails.

Our proposal means that initially we would 
maintain seasonal trail closures unless conditions 

Virtual Open Houses

Off-highway vehicle in the Monday Creek Off-Highway Vehicle Trail System

Virtual Open Houses
To register for a virtual open house, email 
comments-eastern-wayne@usda.gov. 
Each virtual open house is focused on a 
unit of the Wayne National Forest.

 ► May 25, 2021 – Athens Unit

 ► May 26, 2021 – Marietta Unit

 ► May 27, 2021 – Ironton Unit

Once registered, further information on 
how to attend, including a link to the 
meeting and alternative call-in number, 
will be emailed to you.



allow the trails to be open as we monitor trail conditions throughout the 
winter season, and we may close trails throughout the year following 
weather events that create unsustainable trail conditions. We would 
also look at what motorized trail systems could be modified to handle 
increased vehicle widths, such as the systems provided in the Ironton 
Ranger District, or those that could be converted for single-track riding 
by motorcycles in the Athens Ranger District. For either of these changes 
to occur, work would need to be done to the trails to accommodate the 
new uses. These changes would not completely eliminate the need for 
some restrictions but would allow for more adaptability from year-to-year 
or as we make improvements to our trail systems.  

Making these changes would require us to go through the National 
Environmental Policy Act process to amend the forest plan, which 
involves public input and analysis of potential environmental effects. 
We will need to have a specific proposal and alternatives to consider 
to make a decision on amending the forest plan and enacting a new 
decision to provide for flexibilities. During the open houses, we will 
share information on these proposals and will request feedback from you 
on what we may be missing or what important environmental impacts we 
should consider.  

Great American Outdoors Act Priorities
The Great American Outdoors Act provides the Forest 
Service with new opportunities to deliver benefits to the 
public through major investments in recreation infrastructure, 
public lands access, and land and water conservation. The 
funding that comes with the Act is meant to address deferred 
maintenance on Federal public lands. Deferred maintenance 
occurs when routine maintenance of infrastructure—such as 
a trailhead parking lot or campground restroom—cannot be 
completed on schedule.

Like all other national forests, the Wayne National Forest has a deferred maintenance backlog. As we begin 
planning for how best to prioritize what could be requested for the new Great American Outdoors Act funding, 
we’re interested to hear where our stakeholders—like you—think our priorities should be. We have ideas about 
our biggest needs, and we would like your input as we prioritize our proposals and consider what environmental 
analysis or decisions we may have to make. 

How To Attend
If you are interested in attending one of the virtual open houses, please RSVP by sending an email to 
comments-eastern-wayne@usda.gov. As we begin planning these open houses, we will send email updates 
with more information on how to attend and what to expect. 

Maintaining national forest infrastructure improves the 
recreation experience of visitors.

Flexible seasonal closures could mean more 
trail time for equestrian, mountain biker, and 

motorized users, if the weather permits.



Progress on the new Baileys Trail System continues as we head 
into the 2021 recreation season!

The Baileys Trail System—located in the Athens Ranger District of 
the Wayne National Forest—is a purpose-built mountain bike trail 
system with trailheads in local communities. Once fully completed, 
it will comprise 88 miles of beginner, intermediate, and advanced-
level trails for mountain bikers, trail runners, adaptive hand 
cyclists, hikers, and nature enthusiasts.

What’s Coming Up
 ► A new trailhead in the community of Doanville with parking, 

shelter house, and bathroom (opening expected late May)
 ► Approximately 5.5 miles of new trail to be constructed in 2021
 ► Restrooms, more parking, event pavilion, playground, 

basketball court, bikeway extension, and elimination of 
abandoned mine land facilities at the Chauncey-Dover 
Community Park Trailhead

For more information on all-things Baileys, visit 
www.baileystrailsystem.org 

Baileys Trail System Updates

The Lake Vesuvius Recreation Area in the Ironton Ranger District 
is one of the premier recreation spots in the Wayne National Forest. 
In late 2019, a series of breaks and leaks in the waterline supplying 
potable water to the recreation facilities unfortunately forced a 
closure of the campgrounds and other sections of the recreation area.

However, we’re happy to announce that the Oak Hill and Iron Ridge 
campgrounds at the Lake Vesuvius Recreation Area opened for the 
2021 season on April 23. 

The camping experience will look a little different this year. We’re 
replacing the existing waterline, which means that the campgrounds 
will operate without running water this season. Campground guests 
will instead have access to portable restrooms and handwashing 
stations, and non-potable water at the dumping station.

“Our goal for this season is to provide campers with a fun and 
comfortable stay,” said Ironton District Ranger, Tim Slone. “We 
know that camping at Lake Vesuvius is an enjoyable summer 
experience for many people from both in and out of state, and we’re 
doing our best to continue to provide that service.”

The campgrounds will remain open through at least July 11, 2021, 
before closing again to replace the damaged waterline. 

Lake Vesuvius Recreation Area Updates

Above: Campsite at Iron Ridge Campground

Below: Lake Vesuvius as seen from the Lakeshore Trail

Above: Chauncey Depot Trail & Coal Train Trail

Below: Construction of the Doanville trailhead, 
photo courtesy of the Outdoor Recreation Council of 

Appalachia

http://www.baileystrailsystem.org


Behind the Wayne National Forest’s trail systems are our dedicated 
and enthusiastic volunteers who spend countless hours helping 
maintain miles of trails. We would like to shine the spotlight on one 
such dedicated volunteer—Bill Lane.

Bill Lane has been volunteering in the Wayne National Forest 
for 25 years! Bill began volunteering in the Marietta Unit of the 
Athens Ranger District so he could help improve the trails where he 
recreated. Since then, he’s been essential in the maintenance of the 
Ohio View, Scenic River, Jackson Run, Archer’s Fork, Green Wood 
Trails, as well as the Buckeye Trail/North Country Trail.

In addition to trail maintenance, he’s also gone through numerous 
Forest Service trainings, helped with the logistics of recreation 
events, and served as the trail maintenance lead between the River 
Valley Mountain Bike Association and the Wayne National Forest.

We want to give a HUGE thanks to all the work Bill has put in over 
the years!

Volunteer Spotlight

Connect With Your Wayne 
National Forest

Stay up-to-date with your Wayne National 
Forest! Visit our website and follow us on 
social media to learn more about recreation 
opportunities, national forest news, how to get 
involved in projects, and much more!

www.fs.usda.gov/wayne

@WayneNationalForest

@WayneNationalFS

Have a question about your Wayne National 
Forest? Give us a shout!

Athens Unit: (740) 753-0101

Marietta Unit: (740) 373-9055

Ironton Unit: (740) 534-6500

r9_wayne_website@usda.gov

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wayne/
https://www.facebook.com/waynenationalforest
https://twitter.com/WayneNationalFS

