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This document explains my rationale and the regulatory basis for implementing an Order 
prohibiting entry into the Mammoth Pool Reservoir within the Sierra National Forest. The 
purpose of Forest Order No. 05-15-51-21-06 is to protect natural resources by limiting human 
activity within the Mammoth Pool Reservoir to accommodate the annual deer migration 
crossing. This Order will be effective from May 1, 2021, through June 15, 2021.  
 
In 1960, the Mammoth Pool Dam was completed, forming the Mammoth Pool Reservoir. The 
Reservoir now exists upon a historical deer migration corridor. California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) records indicate that deer swim across Mammoth Pool Reservoir at 
several locations during migration. During a recent telemetry study (Kroeker 2018), migration of 
telemetered deer in this population usually occurred from April 1 through May 31. Weather 
related factors, however, such as plant phenology and impassable snow, effect the timing of 
migration in any given year (Bertram 1984), and migrations for individual animals could begin 
in late March or end in July, depending on such factors. 
 
In years past, Mammoth Pool Reservoir access was closed to recreational fishing during the time 
frame of May 1 through June 15 [Title 14, CCR Section 7.50(b)(109)], supporting annual deer 
migration across the Reservoir. On March 1, 2021, the CDFW simplified several regulations 
within Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) to broaden public fishing access 
throughout the state. The recent changes to Title 14, CCR will now have an impact on several 
bodies of water that exist within the CDFW Sport Fishing Districts but are also located within 
National Forest System (NFS) lands in California. The Mammoth Pool Reservoir, located in the 
CDFW Sierra Sport Fishing District and within the congressional boundaries of the Sierra 
National Forest, is now currently open to fishing year-round [Title 14, CCR Section 7.50(b)(86)]. 
 
Human recreational activity such as boating, skiing, swimming, etc. within the Reservoir will 
have adverse effects on the annual deer migration that has occurred for decades past.  As a result, 
to preserve the integrity of the annual deer migration, I have decided to implement Forest Order 
05-15-51-21-06, prohibiting human entry into the Mammoth Pool Reservoir from May 1, 2021 
through June 15, 2021. This Order will limit human activity in the Reservoir accommodate deer 
migration activity within the specified (45-day) time frame.  Fishing will still be allowed on the 
shoreline at Mammoth Pool Reservoir. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

This Order also aligns with the current Sierra Vista East Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) and 
its closure of Forest Road Nos. 6S25 and 6S76 from May 1 through June 15. From their 
intersecting point, Forest Road Nos. 6S25 and 6S76 are the two designated routes leading to the 
Mammoth Pool Reservoir. From May 1 through June 15, the Reservoir will not be accessible by 
motor vehicle, in accordance with the Sierra Vista East MVUM designations. Public access to 
the Reservoir within the above-mentioned time frame will be limited to foot traffic or other non-
motorized travel, in accordance with the Sierra Vista East MVUM.   
 
Scoping efforts included discussions with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife who 
concurred with the closures.  I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded 
from documentation in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment 
(EA) under the National Environmental Policy Act.  This action falls within the category 
identified in 36 CFR 220.6(d)(l) - prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to 
protect public health and safety - and does not require documentation in a decision memo, 
decision notice, or record of decision. I have determined that there are no extraordinary 
circumstances associated with this temporary closure.  Implementation of the decision may begin 
immediately. 
 


