
On 06/30/2021, at 10:00 AM, sealed bids will be opened in the Lake George Ranger District Office, 17147 East Highway 40 , Silver 
Springs, FL  34488 for the Mink sale.  This sale is located in Compartment 66 of the Lake George Ranger District, Ocala National 
Forest.  It lies in portions of Sections 27, 28, 34, and 35 of Township 14 South, and Range 25 East. This sale contains approximately 
1735 acres of which 589 acres are designated for timber..  Timber sale Contract 2400-6 will be used.  The termination date for this sale 
is 08/30/2023.  

Measurement of the estimated quantities will be made after felling.  The total estimated quantity on this sale is 19,027 Ton.  The Forest 
Service encourages potential bidders to make their own inspection and estimate prior to bid submission.  The Forest Service makes no 
representation, warranty, or guarantee of the accuracy of the following quantity estimates:

The minimum acceptable bid for advertised timber is $194,455.94 for the biddable species.

Species Product
Unit of

Measure
Estimated
Quantities

Average
DBH

Base
Rates

Non-Saw Ton   19,027.00 N/A  $10.22    $5.00  $0.00  $2.95Sand Pine

Slash
Disposal

Road
Maintenance

      19,027.00  $56,129.65Total
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05/31/2021

Reply to:
Date:

Estimated Quantities and Minimum Acceptable Rates per Unit of Measure

Minimum 
Acceptable 
Bid Rates

Ton

Dear Prospective Bidder:

Required Deposits

Sincerely,

Enclosure

There is a $19,500.00 bid guarantee required on this sale.  

Darryl Lewis
Contracting Officer

United States
Department of Agriculture

17147 East Hwy 40
Silver Springs, Florida 34488Lake George Ranger District

Forest
Service 

NFS In Florida 

 $0.00

If you wish further information on this sale, the prospectus and bid form, please write or call the Lake George Ranger District Office, 
17147 East Highway 40, Silver Springs, FL  34488 phone # 352-625-2520 or by visiting https://www.fs.usda.gov/ocala.

/s/ Darryl Lewis
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Dear Prospective Bidder, 
 
There will be a sealed bid opening for the Mink timber sale on June 30, 2021, in the Lake George District 
Office at 10:00 A.M. as stated in the Bid letter.  Potential bidders need to be aware of the following 
contractual items in their decision to place a bid on this sale. 
 
This is a total bid sale value as stated in the Timber Sale Prospectus.  Potential bidders shall have their 
valid total bid sale value meet the requirement as stated in paragraph 20 on page 4 under the General 
section of the Timber Sale Prospectus.   The potential bidder must ensure that their bid is a value that is 
converted to the appropriate rate per ton when divided by the total tons of the sale.   The appropriate 
rate is a dollar rate per ton that when the total tons of this sale is divided into the bidder’s total sale 
value, it must equate to a rate that has only two numerals on the right of the decimal point.  This 
appropriate rate per ton will not require any rounding up or down when divided by the total tons of this 
sale. If the bidder’s total value sale does not equate to a rate per ton with only two numerals to the right 
of the decimal point, their bid may be determined to be an invalid bid for this sale.   
 
In clause B4.212, potential bidders should review this clause in the Sample Contract for specific details.    
Purchaser shall be financially required to pay an initial advance payment value of a minimum of a 30 day 
to a maximum of 60 day projection of hauled included timber depending upon the contract length 
(includes the road deposit costs) before any included timber is harvested to meet the requirement of 
B4.212 clause as stated in the Sample Contract and on page 5 of the Timber Sale Prospectus.   
 
Specifically, the purchaser shall be financially required to pay an advance payment value of a 30 day to 
60 day projection of hauled included timber and road maintenance deposit costs.  This will be based 
upon an agreed quantity of hauled included timber loads per day, agreed estimated tons per hauled 
truck load, the contract length, and the contract rate for stumpage and road deposit costs.  This 
projection cost estimated will be discussed and agreed at the pre-work of this sale.   This projection cost 
estimate is for work days only, excluding weekends and holidays.   This agreed initial value to be paid by 
the Purchaser before any timber is harvested shall be the contract dollar rate per ton (including any road 
deposit rate per ton) times the quantity of tons hauled in this 30 to 60 days projections.   This payment 
will be billed and paid prior to when logging is planned to begin.  This is on active sales only.  Purchaser 
shall be required to maintain the projection cost estimated throughout the life of the contract until the 
remaining estimated balance of included timber on the ground is less than the 30 working days.   When 
the remaining stumpage on the ground has a value less than 30 days, the projection will be reduced to 
reflection the remaining stumpage on the ground.   If at any time prior to 10 days left in contract this 
projection value falls below the 30 day minimum, a Bill for Collection may be created and submitted to 
the Purchaser for payment to cover the balance.    
 
 



It shall be the responsibility of the bidder to comply with this specific condition of the sale to have a 
valid total bid sale value and have the financial potential to be awarded the contract if it is determined 
to be the highest bid.   

In addition, there is a change in the way the Forest Service (FS) will calculated the volume for the Mink 
Timber Sale.  In an attempt to increase the output of sand pine sales, the FS will calculate the volume by 
the use of a volume table specifically derived from years of weigh scaling tonnage data from the sand 
pines sales in the Ocala National Forest since 2012.   This method incorporated all the comparable sands 
harvested using our green weighted scaling sales for each individual stand.    All alike or comparable 
stands with similar age and basal area (BA) indices were combined and averaged to create a CCF per 
acre for each specific age and basal category as shown in the sand pine volume table.  

Volume/Acre (CCF) based upon Age and Basal Area 
   BA 15-29 30-45 46-60 61-75
Age Classes 
25-35 No Data 12.3 16.9 No Data 
36-45 No Data 11.2 16.3 18.4 
46-55 No Data 16.3 15.8 15.5 
56-65 12.5 10.7 14.7 No Data 
>65 5.8 8.1 11.47 No Data 

 3/29/2017 

This table categorizes stands based upon 5 age classes and 4 BA classes. It was built from the past 14 
scale ticket volume data over the past 4 years.  From the 17 sales there were 49 values that could be 
used to build the table. 

In this sale, the volume in CCF for each of the five subdivisions was derived from this volume table.   A 
conversion factor of 3.07 used to convert from CCF to Tons.   Each subdivision’s volume in tons, derived 
from this sand pine volume table, is listed in the General Narrative section in the Timber Sale Prospectus 
on page 5.   All potential bidders need to be aware of this change when you estimate the volume for 
your own use in determining the volume of this sale in your Total Value Bid.  As a reminder, all FS 
volumes are estimates.  The bidders is responsible to determine its own volume for bidding purposes.  
This method of volume calculations will has been approved by the Regional Forester, Ken Arney, at the 
Regional Office in Atlanta, Georgia, authorized under Forest Service Manuals 2404.28, and 2404.24 in a 
signed letter dated September 11, 2015.    

If there are any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact Jared Nobles, 
Acting Timber Manager at 352-669-3153 or myself at darryl.lewis@usda.gov, phone no. 850-510-1195. 

  Sincerely, 

   Darryl Lewis 
   Contracting Officer 

/s/ Darryl Lewis

mailto:darryl.lewis@usda.gov
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