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Maroon-Bells Snowmass Wilderness Overnight Fee Proposal 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q. What is being proposed? 

A. The Forest Service is proposing to charge a $12 per person per night fee for overnight permits in 
specific areas of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. Beginning in 2022, the fee would be required 
May 1 – October 31.  

 
Q. Why is the fee being proposed? 

A. The Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness is an iconic overnight wilderness destination that has been 
seeing significant impacts from heavy use for the past two decades. The Forest Service is proposing to 
charge a fee for overnight camping permits in the most-visited areas of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass 
Wilderness to generate a sustainable source of funds to address management challenges associated with 
over-crowding. From 2006 to 2020, the number of overnight visitors to the Maroon Bells-Snowmass 
Wilderness destinations quadrupled, resulting in large-scale environmental damage including unburied 
human waste, trash, dangerous human and wildlife interactions, visitor conflict and crowding, and total 
loss of vegetation that when added together is roughly 39 acres (the size of over 35 footballs fields).  

 
Q. How would the revenue from the fees be used? 

A. The majority of the fee-revenue would be used on-site to fund restoration of heavily damaged areas, 
increased ranger presence, increased outreach and education, improvements to trail access, trailhead 
signage and information kiosks, more work with volunteers and partners, and expansion of the wildlife 
safety program. 

 
Q. Does this affect the Maroon Bells Scenic Area? 

A. The permit system and associated fee proposal for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness is 
completely separate from the existing fees and management of the Maroon Bells Scenic Area. The 
Maroon Bells Scenic Area is outside of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. The Scenic Area has 
been managed for more than 40 years as a high-use recreation destination. The permit and fee are for 
overnight use into the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness area and do not affect people day hiking into 
the wilderness area.  

 
Q. How was the proposed fee amount determined? 
 A. The White River National Forest based the fee on several factors including: 

• Current and expected future costs of services and amenities 
• Projected overnight visitation to the permit areas during peak season, May 1 – October 31 
• The number of acres of the Wilderness brought into permit and the resources required to 

manage camping impacts and restore natural conditions 
• Comparable services provided and permit fees collected by the Forest Service, National Park 

Service, and Bureau of Land Management for wilderness areas with similar characteristics 
• 30-year historic inflation trends and costs over time of providing services 
• Capacity needed to grow relationships with partners and volunteers to meet shared 

stewardship goals 



 
Q. Will the fee apply year-round? 

A. The proposed fee would apply from May 1 – October 31 although permits will be required year-
round. A $6 per permit administrative fee retained by Recreation.gov will apply year-round. (See table) 

 
Cost Based on Date of Visit  

May 1 – October 31 November 1 – April 30 
$12 person/night + $6 admin. fee per 
permit 

$6 admin. fee per permit 

 
Q. Will there be an annual fee increase? 

A. No, the Forest Service is not proposing an annual fee increase. 
 
Q. How does the proposed fee compare to other areas with similar characteristics? 

A. The proposed fee of $12 per person per night is comparable to fees collected at similar wilderness 
areas managed by the Forest Service, National Park Service and Bureau of Land Management. 
 

Q. Where are some fee-free alternative areas people can visit to have a comparable experience? 
A. Visitors seeking a Wilderness recreation experience for no charge will continue to be able to access 
153,000 acres (83%) of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness year-round at no cost, although in the 
future additional areas in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness may require a permit and fee. There 
are four other Wilderness Areas adjacent to the Maroon Bells-Snowmass with comparable world-class 
mountains, lakes and camping opportunities. No fee is currently required, or proposed, for those other 
four Wilderness Areas. 

 
Q. What additional services will be provided with the new fee? 

A. Permit fees would fund specialized services such as: 
• Restoration and rehabilitation of heavily damaged natural areas and campsites. Restoration of 

fire scars, aeration of denuded bare soil and revegetation of sites with damaged vegetation. 

• Increased Wilderness Ranger field presence and visitor information service to provide on-site 
visitor education, promote safe wildlife interactions and provide local information and low impact 
camping practices. 

• Improved trails maintenance and clearing for access to permit areas. 

• Improved visitor experience through reduced crowding and conflict and assurance of opportunity 
to visit through permit 

• Improved trailhead information, including design and installation of new trailhead informational 
kiosk signs, including new maps. 

• Improvements to interpretive and education services, visitor information maps and products. 

• Expanded visitor safety program, specifically expanding the successful bear canister check-out 
program (free to visitor)  



• Trash and human waste management in remote locations. 

• Expanded Human Waste Disposal Bags program-provided to the public at major Wilderness 
access points to improve sanitation of camping areas. The program has demonstrated success during 
the Conundrum Hot Springs pilot. 

• Expansion of existing volunteer and partner programs through increased capacity of field staff. 

• Implementation of a next phase of permit system – if/when required - using the management 
plan’s data-driven approach to allocate a sustainable visitor capacity. 

 
Q. How will the public be involved? 

A. Public comments and feedback will be accepted from July 2021-September 15, 2021.  Feedback on 
the proposed fee can be submitted electronically, mail-in, or in-person. Information is also available 
online at https://www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver. Commenting electronically is preferred, and makes it easier 
to compile, analyze, and address all comments. 
 

Comment Electronically: https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=NP-2849 
 

• Comment via mail: 

White River National Forest 
ATTN:  Recreation Fees 
PO Box 309  
Carbondale, CO 81623 
 

• Deliver Written Comment in person: Comments will also be accepted at White River National 
Forest Supervisor’s office in Glenwood Springs, the Aspen-Sopris Ranger Station in Carbondale, 
Colorado or the Gunnison Ranger Station in Gunnison Colorado. 

 
Q. What will happen if the Forest Service doesn’t collect permit fees for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass 
Wilderness? 

A. If the Forest Service doesn’t collect permit fees for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness, long-
term protection goals will not be accomplished, and treasured destinations, such as the Four Pass Loop, 
Snowmass Lake, Geneva Lake and Capitol Lake, will be at risk. Camping impacts and damage will 
continue to proliferate in high-use areas, and new impacts will appear in areas that were previously 
pristine. Preventative services provided by Wilderness Rangers will decrease, and the improper disposal 
of human waste and trash and dangerous human-wildlife interactions will increase. It is likely that 
visitor satisfaction will also suffer due to crowding and visitor conflicts.  The legacy of the Maroon 
Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will be at risk. 

 
Q. Will Interagency Annual or Senior Passes provide discounts? 

A. According to the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, interagency passes are only valid for 
Entrance Fee and Standard Amenity Fee Sites and cannot be used for Special Recreation Permit fees, 
such as the proposed fee for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. 
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcara.ecosystem-management.org%2FPublic%2FCommentInput%3FProject%3DNP-2849&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1c8a513a7a714f59563708d947a5ce4c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637619599717669064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DeFuo7nMLd%2F5enWDMyl0Ur9HAHrpNHB%2FsfnwUk0DBBg%3D&reserved=0


 
 
Q. Currently a person who obtains a Conundrum Hot Springs permit pays $6. What is the difference 
between that fee and this new fee? 

A. The permit fee of $12 per person per night is different from the $6 fee currently paid to visit 
Conundrum Hot Springs. 
• The $12 per person per night fee would be retained locally to be directly reinvested into the Maroon 

Bells-Snowmass Wilderness to address damage and provide direct public benefit. 

• The $6/permit fee paid to Recreation.gov upon reserving a permit online is not retained on site and is 
used for the administration of the web-based reservation system. (See table associated with “Will the 
fee apply year-round?”) 

 
Q. What areas would require an overnight permit and fee? 

A. Only the most-visited areas of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness would require an overnight 
permit and fee in 2022.  Areas that would require an overnight permit in 2022 are Conundrum Hot 
Springs, the “Four Pass Loop” (which includes Crater Lake and Snowmass Lake), Geneva Lake, and 
Capitol Lake. These areas were identified as the most heavily degraded and damaged areas of the 
Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness under the 2017 Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Overnight Visitor 
Use Management Plan, which is based on decades of natural resource condition monitoring data.   
 
The majority of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will not require an overnight permit or fee in 
2022.  (See map below). Approximately 28% of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness will require a 
permit and fee in 2022. Additional areas in this wilderness may require a fee in the future.  The proposed 
fee would not apply to day visitors as permits will not be required for day visitors.  

  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=49388
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=49388
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