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Dear Interested Party: 

The Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness is a unique, world-renowned destination encompassing 181,535 
acres in the Elk Mountains of Central Colorado. Visitors are drawn to unique geological features like 
Conundrum Hot Springs and the Maroon Bells massif. Mountaineers test themselves on seven peaks over 
14,000 feet, some of the most challenging in the state. The Four Pass Loop, a 28-mile world-class 
backpacking trip so named for the four 12,000-foot passes that visitors must navigate, draws thousands of 
visitors each year. Scenic trailed passes that connect 173 miles of Forest System trail, rich wildlife and 
botanic biodiversity and breathtaking fall colors combine to make the Maroon Bells-Snowmass 
Wilderness a true magnet wilderness recreation destination. 

Deteriorating conditions and resource damage caused by high levels of visitation led the White 
River and Grand Mesa Uncompahgre Gunnison National Forests to adopt a publicly supported 
comprehensive management plan to address large-scale environmental damage in the Maroon 
Bells-Snowmass Wilderness in November 2017. The plan calls for implementing overnight 
permits in damaged and crowded areas where camping visits have nearly quadrupled over the 
last 10 years. A permit system at Conundrum Hot Springs went into effect in April 2018. Permits 
for the Four Pass Loop and Capitol Lake are planned to go into effect in spring 2022. 

To achieve long-term priorities for protection of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness, the 
Forests are seeking authorization through the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to 
charge a special recreation permit fee as a part of the new overnight permit system for popular 
areas in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness. The permit fees, if approved, will go into 
effect in the spring of 2022. 

The limited entry permit system and associated fee implementation will guide sustainable visitor 
capacity distribution and improve specialized services that maintain and restore the alpine 
ecosystem. Fees have not previously been collected for the area. 

The permit system and associated overnight fee proposal for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass 
Wilderness is separate from the existing fees and management of the Maroon Bells Scenic Area.  
The Maroon Bells Scenic Area, which is outside of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness, has 
been managed for over 40 years as a high use recreation destination. 



2 Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Fee Proposal

Proposed Fee: The Forests are proposing a fee of $12 per person per night, effective May 1 – 
October 31 in permitted areas only. 

The proposed fee of $12 per person per night is the result of an extensive analysis that is based 
on: 

 Current and expected costs of services and amenities needed to implement the course of
action defined by Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Overnight Visitor Use Management
Plan (2017)

 Projected overnight visitation to the permit areas during peak season, May 1 – October 31
 The number of acres of the Wilderness brought into permit and the resources required to

manage camping impacts and restore natural conditions
 Comparable services provided and permit fees collected by the Forest Service, National Park

Service and Bureau of Land Management for wilderness areas with similar characteristics
 30-year historic inflation trends and costs over time of providing services
 Capacity needed to grow relationships with partners and volunteers to meet shared

stewardship goals

An overnight permit fee secures a consistent funding source to cover the costs of providing 
specialized management services in high visitation areas of remote wilderness. 

Under the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, fee revenue is directly reinvested back into the 
Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness to fund the specialized management services needed to protect the 
special area.  Those services include allocating a sustainable overnight visitor capacity through the permit 
system, restoration of heavily damaged natural areas and campsites, increased Forest Service ranger 
presence, trash and human waste removal, increased local and regional outreach, improvements to trail 
access, trailhead signage and information kiosks, enhancement of education and interpretive materials, 
expanding work with volunteers and partners and expansion of wildlife safety program. 

Permit fees would fund specialized services, such as: 

 Restoration and rehabilitation of heavily damaged natural areas and campsites.
Restoration of fire scars, aeration of denuded bare soil, and revegetation of sites with
flattened or removed vegetation.

 Increased Wilderness Ranger field presence and visitor information service to
provide on-site visitor education, promote safe wildlife interactions and provide local
information and low impact camping practices.

 Improved trails maintenance and clearing for access to permit areas.

 Improved trailhead information, including design and installation of new trailhead
informational kiosk signs, including new maps.

 Improvements to interpretive and education services, visitor information maps and
products.

 Expanded visitor safety program, specifically expanding the successful bear
canister check-out program (free to visitor)
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 Trash and human waste management in remote locations.

 Expanded Human Waste Disposal Bags program-provided to the public at major
Wilderness access points to improve sanitation of camping areas. This program has
demonstrated success during the Conundrum Hot Springs pilot.

 Expansion of existing volunteer and partner programs through increased capacity
of field staff.

 Implementation of a permit system for the Four Pass Loop and Capitol Lake
using the management plan’s data driven approach to allocate a sustainable visitor
capacity.

The Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness not only provides unique Wilderness opportunities to 
thousands of visitors each year, it also helps to support the local tourism economy of the Roaring 
Fork Valley. The success of the Forest Service’s long-term commitment to the public and 
management priorities for the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness relies on securing a 
consistent funding source. The direct reinvestment of the proposed fee revenue into services in 
the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness would enable the Forest Service to restore natural 
conditions and foster enhanced visitor opportunities in a world-class Wilderness destination at an 
accessible cost. The proposal will include extensive public outreach in accordance with the 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act. 

Tell Us What You Think:  
The White River National Forest will conduct outreach to the public and will accept public 
feedback on the proposal from July 2021-September 15, 2021. Feedback on the proposed fee can 
be submitted electronically, mailed in or delivered in-person. Information will also be provided 
online on the White River National Forest website. 

• Comment Electronically: 
https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=NP-2849.

• Comment in person: Written comments will also be accepted at White River National 
Forest Supervisor’s office in Glenwood Springs, the Aspen‐Sopris Ranger Station in 
Carbondale, Colorado or the Gunnison Ranger Station in Gunnison Colorado.

• Comment via mail:
White River National Forest 
ATTN:  Recreation Fees 
PO Box 309 

Carbondale, CO 81623 

Persons commenting should: 1) include name, address, contact information and organization 
represented; 2) reference the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Fee Proposal; and 3) include 
specific facts and supporting reasons for the comment being made.  

https://cara.ecosystem%E2%80%90management.org/Public/ReadingRoom?project=NP%E2%80%902849
https://cara.ecosystem%E2%80%90management.org/Public/ReadingRoom?project=NP%E2%80%902849
https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/
https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=NP-2849
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Additional information regarding this proposal can be found on line at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver Electronic comments including attachments can be 
submitted to: : https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=NP-2849 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at kevin.warner@usda.gov or 970-404-3157; 
you can also contact Project Lead Katy Nelson at katy.l.nelson@usda.gov or 970-404-3151.         
I look forward discussing the important proposal with you. 

Sincerely, 

DISTRICT RANGER 

KEVIN WARNER 
District Ranger 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver
https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?Project=NP-2849
mailto:kevin.warner@usda.gov
mailto:katy.l.nelson@usda.gov

