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About the Forest
The Boise National Forest, apart from other National Forests is Idaho’s Capital City Forest. As such, the 
Forest works closely with the Regional Office and the Capital City Coordinator, Brant Petersen, to represent 
the region by participating in, and responding to, state events and requests for information, administer 
statewide agreements with multiple partners. Boise NF employees routinely meet on behalf of the region with 
state agencies, mining and geology associations and environmental groups centered in the capital city.

The Boise National Forest is approximately 2,612,000 acres. Elevations vary greatly, from 2,800 feet in the 
North Fork Payette River Canyon to nearly 10,000 feet atop Steel Mountain. This wide range of elevations 
across 2 million acres encompasses a great diversity of geologic features. Geologically the Forest is 
dominated by granitic rock, with inclusions of basalts to the west, and volcanic rock to the south.

Major mountain ranges include the Boise, Salmon River and West Mountain ranges featuring steep slopes of 
coarse-textured soils that readily take in and transmit water. Unless these soils are disturbed, surface run-off 
is rare except during high intensity storms or rain-on-snow events.

Tawnya Brummett is the Forest Supervisor on the Boise National Forest. Tawnya’s 
experience prior to the Boise National Forest includes serving as the Acting Forest 
Supervisor for the Payette National Forest, serving as the Deputy Forest Supervisor on 
the Tongass National Forest in Southeast Alaska, District Ranger on the Lolo National 
Forest in Montana, wildlife biologist and range specialist on the Gila National Forest in 
New Mexico, wildlife biologist on the Angelina-Sabine National Forest in East Texas, 
hotshot fire crewmember on the Gila National Forest, as well as various other wildland 
firefighter appointments. Tawnya is an advanced level agency administrator for fire and 

has been the chair of M582 (Leading Complex Fire Programs) for the last two years. 

Boise Forest Supervisor
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The Forest has an estimated 9,600 miles of perennial and intermittent streams, and 15,400 acres of lakes 
and reservoirs. Major river systems on the Forest are the Salmon, Payette and Boise. 

About 28 species of fish found on the Forest: including 11 non-native species. Federally Listed species 
on the Forest include Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, and bull trout. Other native species of concern are 
redband and westslope cutthroat trout.

Most of the land supports an evergreen forest that includes pure or mixed stands of ponderosa pine, grand
fir, Douglas fir, Engelmann spruce, lodgepole pine and subalpine fir.

The Forest contains large numbers of big game species, such as mule deer and Rocky Mountain elk. The 
average annual precipitation ranges from 15 inches at lower elevations to 70 inches at higher elevations.

Approximately 76 percent of the Forest’s lands are considered forested and about 23 percent are considered 
non-forested or dominated by grass, forb, shrub or brush species. Much of the non-forested habitat is found 
at lower elevations or on the more southern latitudes, southern aspects.

Aquatic and terrestrial habitat restoration are emphasized in the 2010 Forest Plan, influencing the 
development and implementation of many projects. 

Recreation, grazing, mining and a diversity of special uses occur on the Forest.

FY21 Timber production
•5 Timber sales
•2 Good Neighbor Authority 
contracts awarded
•9,813 CCF fuelwood sales
•10,451 Christmas tree 
permits sold

More than 2,000 miles of 
motorized & nonmotorized 
trails wind through the 
Boise National Forest.

More than 1.1 million 
grazing acres are 
sustainably managed for all 
rangeland products.

Geographic Information 
System managers 
developed a publicly 
viewed Dashboard to show 
how many abandoned 
campfires are found 
annually. 

Great American Outdoors Act
Contracts awarded and work 
begins this field season: 
•E. Fork Burnt Log Creek Bridge 
Replacement
•Idaho city Compound Water 
System Reconstruction
•Third Fork Project Camp and 
Recreation Rental Water System 
Reconstruction
•Scriver Creek Priority Deficient 
Bridge Repair
•Yellow Jacket, Ten Mile Ridge 
and Silver Creek Summit Trail 
Maintenance: 60 percent 
completed in 2021
•Buck Mountain, Troutdale, and 
Penny Springs Campground’s 
toilet Replacement: Planning 
and design completed. 
Solicitation in 2022. 
•Edna Creek Campground 
Improvements: Planning and 
design completed. Solicitation 
in 2022.

City of Trees Challenge - A 
Partnership between The Nature 
Conservancy, City of Boise, 
Treasure Valley Canopy Network, 
and Boise NF.
•Planted 37,000 ponderosa 
pine seedlings to restore lands 
damaged by the 2016 Pioneer 
Fire.
•From mid-April – late May 
564,000 seedlings were planted to 
improve soil stability, rehabilitate 
forest health and wildlife 
habitat, and enhance recreation 
opportunities.


