
 

    
 

 

Forest Service Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 1550 Dewey Avenue, Suite A 
Baker City, OR 97814 

 

 

File Code: 1900 Date: August 3, 2021 
Route To: 

 
Subject: Phase C Fire Restrictions Forest Order No. 06-16-00-21-08 

 
To: The File 

 
The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest (WWNF) manages land within Baker, Grant, Union, 
Umatilla, and Wallowa counties in northeast Oregon. The Forest borders other National Forest 
and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands and private and state lands protected by the 
Oregon Department of Forestry, Washington Department of Natural Resources, and local 
municipal/rural fire districts. During fire season, the WWNF coordinates Fire Restrictions with 
its Federal and State Partners to regulate uses, including smoking, wood-burning, open burning, 
operating an internal combustion engine, and vehicle use off roads. The level of restrictions 
increases based on fire danger across the WWNF. 

 
BACKGROUND AND NEED: 

 
The justification for these temporary fire restrictions is fire prevention and ultimately resource 
protection and public safety. Human-started fires are generally preventable, are unpredictable, 
and, as such, to plan is difficult. They pose a risk to natural resource values and public safety. 
To address this risk, the WWNF has developed a sequential set of use restrictions to be phased in 
based on increased fire danger, hot and dry weather conditions, and concern for public safety. 
During times of moderate, high, or extreme fire danger, forests will implement fire restrictions 
that further restrict the use of campfires, chainsaws, smoking, and travel. Following are the 
general descriptions of the fire restrictions on the WWNF. 

 
• Phase A – As needed (Generally Moderate to High Fire Danger, IFPL II or III) 

Partial shutdown on chainsaw operations; limits smoking to vehicles, buildings, or 
cleared areas; and prohibits off-road motor vehicle travel or motor vehicle travel on 
grass/litter-covered roadways. 

• Phase B – As needed (Generally High Fire Danger, IFPL III) 
Limits campfires to designated campgrounds, prohibit non-vehicular internal combustion 
engines (with exceptions) and maintains remainder of Phase A restrictions. 

• Phase C – As needed (Generally Extreme Fire Danger, IFPL IV) 
Places a complete ban on campfires and maintains other restrictions identified in Phase B. 

 
This Forest Order includes an exemption for persons with a Forest Permit for the use of roads, 
trails, or areas restricted by regulation or order (Form FS-7700-48). Authorization under this 
exemption will be provided only if I or my delegate determine that the risk to personal health and 
safety is reasonable considering the circumstances of the request. We also may require 
appropriate personal protective equipment and other necessary safety measures. The Forest 
Service Line Officers and the Fire Staff Officer of the WWNF are delegated authority to issue 
permits. 
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The File 2 
 

PUBLIC SCOPING EFFORTS 
 

Fire restriction levels have been developed collectively by the Umatilla, Malheur, and Wallowa- 
Whitman National Forests and are consistent where feasible across forest and state boundaries. 
Pre-season news releases are prepared annually while current and changing restriction levels are 
posted on agency websites, shared with the public through local media, and coordinated with 
cooperating wildland fire agencies, including the Oregon Department of Forestry and BLM. No 
formal external public involvement occurred with fire restriction development. 

 
REASON FOR DETERMINATION THAT THIS ACTION DOES NOT REQUIRE 
COMPLETION OF A CIVIL RIGHTS IMPACT ANALYSIS (CRIA): 

 
As described above, Fire Restrictions are designed to influence how the public uses campfires, 
recreational equipment, and motor vehicles on National Forest Lands. The restrictions are 
temporary and implemented in phases depending upon fire risk. They do not meet the criteria 
requiring a CRIA according to Department Regulation No. 4300-4 dated 9/22/1993. 

 
Accordingly, I have determined that the Fire Restrictions for the WWNF do not require 
additional analysis relative to impacts on civil rights. 

 
REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THE ACTION: 

 
Based upon a review of the Temporary Fire Restriction Orders (Phase A, B, and C), I have 
concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation in an 
Environment Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. This action falls within the category identified in 36 CFR § 220.6(d) 
(1) – Prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect public health and 
safety – and does not require documentation in a decision memo, decision notice, or record of 
decision. I have determined there are no extraordinary circumstances associated with these 
temporary restrictions. 

 
SUMMARY: 

 
Based on my review, I have determined that these Forest Orders are compliant with the Forest 
Order process and should be authorized based upon fire danger and the assessment of fire 
management staff. 

 
 
 
 
 

ANTHONY B. BOTELLO 
Acting Forest Supervisor 

Enclosure 

cc: Anthony Botello, Ann Niesen, Jesus Armenta, Peter Fargo, Noel Livingston, Bill Gamble, 
Kendall Cikanek, Brian Anderson 
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