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Umatilla National Forest Closure FAQs 

Last Updated August 12, 2021 

 

Overview 

With reduced initial attack on new fires across the Forest, Umatilla National Forest officials further reduced the area 
closure on Friday, Aug. 13, reopening access to most of the Umatilla National Forest lands in Oregon. National Forest 
lands within proximity to active large wildfires (the Lick Creek, Green Ridge and Elbow Creek fires) will remain closed 
to public entry. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

Why are portions of the Umatilla National Forest closed? 

Three large wildfires are currently burning on the Umatilla National Forest. Due to firefighter and public safety 

Umatilla National Forest lands in Washington state (on both the Pomeroy and Walla Walla Ranger Districts) and 

closes lands surrounding the Elbow Creek Fire on the Walla Walla Ranger District in Oregon, which 

encompasses lands south and east of where Alder Creek intersects with Forest Service Road 62 to the Forest 

boundary, as displayed on the enclosed map.  

Public entry is prohibited in the areas identified in the closure, which includes lands, roads, trails and 

recreational facilities. 

Forest Officials will review Area Closure needs as fire activity diminishes to an acceptable level or until the fire 

area receives a season ending weather event. We understand hunter interest in this area, and we are 

empathetic that the closure impacts hunting season. 

Additional information on the Lick Creek, Green Ridge, and Elbow Creek Fires is available at: 

• Lick Creek Fires: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/  

• Green Ridge Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/  

• Elbow Creek Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/  

How do I know if a road is open or closed? 

All roads associated with the area closure will be signed. Additionally, barricades or road guards will be put in 
place where appropriate. 

All roads that are county, state, or interstate remain open.  

It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 

and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 

CFR § 261.53(e) 

Are paved roads open?  

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/
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All roads associated with the area closure will be signed. Additionally, barricades or road guards will be put in 
place where appropriate. 

All roads that are county, state, or interstate remain open.  

It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 

and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 

CFR § 261.53(e) 

 

If there is not a road closed sign at the entrance of a Forest Service road within the closure area, does this mean it’s 

open for travel?   

No. The Umatilla National Forest is in the process of signing portal roads into portions of the Forest that are 

closed, but they may not all be signed right away. We ask forest visitors to respect the closure for public safety. 

 

It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 

and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 

CFR § 261.53(e) 

 

What campgrounds are currently closed? 

All campgrounds on the Washington side of the Pomeroy Ranger District are closed as a part of the area 

closure.  In addition, the Umatilla Forks Campground remains closed due to flood damage. 

 

See closure map 

 

Are campfires allowed? 

No, for areas that will re-open to the public, Phase C Public Use Restrictions are in effect. Under these 

restrictions: 

• Campfires are prohibited on the Forest. Use liquid and bottle (propane) gas stoves only.  

• No internal combustion engine operation (including chainsaws), except for motorized vehicles.  

o Electrical generators operated under the following conditions are allowed: 

▪ in the center of an area at least 10 feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all 

flammable material, or; 

▪ when fully contained within a pickup truck bed that is empty of all flammable 

material, or; 

▪ when factory installed in a recreational vehicle and the generator exhaust discharge is 

located in the center of an area at least 10 feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of 

all flammable material. 

• No off-road/off-trail vehicle travel or travel on roads not cleared of standing grass or other 

flammable material. Vehicle travel is never permitted on currently closed forest service roads 
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where access has been impeded or blocked by earthen berms, logs, boulders, barriers, barricades 

or gates, or as otherwise identified in a closure order.  

• Smoking is allowed only in enclosed vehicles and buildings, developed recreation sites, or in 

cleared areas. 

 

Can I still rent a recreation cabin? 

All cabins on the Washington side of the Pomeroy Ranger District are closed as a part of the area closure.  The 
Fry Meadows Cabin is closed until August 31 for administrative purposes. The rest of the cabins on the Forest 
are available to rent via recreation.gov.  
 
See closure map 

 

Can I still hike on trails? 

All trails on the Washington side of the Pomeroy and Walla Walla Ranger Districts and a portion of trails on the 
Walla Walla Ranger District are closed as a part of the area closure.  As a reminder, some trails remain closed 
due to the 2020 flood event. 
 
See closure map and list below

 
 

Trail Heads Closed on WWRD 
Middle Point TH 
Touchet Corral TH 
 

Trails Closed on WWRD 
Bluewood trails 
Middle Point #3116 
Touchet Corral #3243 
Touchet Tie # 3240 
Wildcat/Cavalier Springs #3245

 
 

If I am camped in dispersed areas within the closure area, will I be asked to leave?  

Yes. Forest law enforcement will attempt to reach as many people as possible to vacate campsites. The public 

should cancel any plans for visiting the Pomeroy Ranger District or closed portions of the Walla Walla Ranger 

District for the next several weeks. This is a temporary closure and the Forest will continually assess conditions 

and lift the closure once the unprecedented conditions moderate. 

 

Visitors are welcome to camp in dispersed campsites anywhere on the Forest outside of the closure area. 

 

I made reservations through Recreation.gov to stay at a campground or cabin on the Umatilla National Forest.  Will 

my reservation be canceled, and will I receive a refund?  

At this time, all reservations for campgrounds and most cabins have been canceled through August 7, although 

Pomeroy and Walla Walla canceled reservations until the end of August. 

All canceled reservations will receive a full refund, including the reservation fee.  The request has already been 

processed by Forest staff, so cancelations and refunds should have already occurred. 

 

New reservations can be made beginning Aug. 4 via recreation.gov.  
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When will the area closure be lifted? 

This is a temporary closure and the Forest will continually assess conditions and lift the closure once fire activity 

diminishes to an acceptable level or until the fire area receives a season ending weather event.  

 

I have a special use permit on the Umatilla National Forest.  Does it authorize me to access the National Forest? 

Yes, in areas of the Forest not affected by the Area Closure. 

For areas associated with the Area Closure - No. It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail 

which is closed for the protection of public health and safety. This is a temporary closure and the Forest will 

continually assess conditions and lift the closure once the unprecedented conditions moderate. However, 

waivers may be authorized, depending on the circumstance. Please contact the local District Ranger to discuss 

options. 

 

I have a recreation residence on the Umatilla National Forest.  Am I allowed to access my residence and/or remain 

overnight? 

Yes, in areas of the Forest not affected by the Area Closure. 

For areas associated with the Area Closure - No. It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail 

which is closed for the protection of public health and safety. This is a temporary closure and the Forest will 

continually assess conditions and lift the closure once the unprecedented conditions moderate. However, 

waivers may be authorized, depending on the circumstance. Please contact the local District Ranger to discuss 

options. 

 

How many large fires are on the Umatilla National Forest and what size are they?  When will they be contained? 

Three large wildfires are currently burning on the Umatilla National Forest.  

Additional information on the Lick Creek, Green Ridge, and Elbow Creek Fires is available at: 

• Lick Creek Fires: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/  

• Green Ridge Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/  

• Elbow Creek Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/  

Will the Area Closure be lifted for archery season?  What about other hunting seasons? 

The public should cancel any plans for visiting National Forest lands within the Area Closure for the next several 

weeks. Forest Officials will review Area Closure needs as fire activity diminishes to an acceptable level or until 

the fire area receives a season ending weather event. We understand hunter interest in this area, and we are 

empathetic that the closure impacts hunting season. 

The Forest is engaging with both ODFW and WDFW for consistent messaging about the states’ strategies for 

hunters impacted by the closure. 

 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/
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How much rain will moderate fire behavior and activity on the Umatilla National Forest?   

For fire behavior and activity to moderate the landscape needs multiple wetting rains to hydrate fuels, reducing 

the likelihood of ignition and potential fire intensity. In eastern Oregon a wetting rain is .10” or greater over a 

widespread area.  The Forest has experienced persistent and extreme hot and dry conditions over an extended 

period with poor humidity recoveries overnight, which all contribute to critically dry fuels. The Forest Service 

uses several indices to track fuel dryness and potential fire danger, which have all have been setting records 

since the end of June. The U.S. Drought Monitor classifies most of the Blue Mountain forests as being in a 

severe drought or above. Because of these conditions, the Forest needs a significant amount of precipitation or 

an extended period of increased overnight humidity recoveries and cooler temperatures to affect the fuels 

enough to moderate fire behavior and activity. 

 

How does the Forest calculate fire danger and fuels conditions?  

A good description can be found at  https://www.nps.gov/articles/understanding-fire-danger.htm  

 

Calculating the fire danger involves incorporating many factors including  the National Fire Danger Rating 

System, relative Humidity, Fuel Moisture (live and dead fuels), fire weather maps, greenness maps, drought 

maps, Haines Index, Lightning Ignition Efficiency, Lightning Activity Levels, Energy Release Component (ERC), 

Ignition Component (IC), and Spread Component (SC). 

 

*For definitions of the above terms visit https://www.nps.gov/articles/understanding-fire-danger.htm  

 

How severe is the drought in the Pacific Northwest?  

The national drought map, which is updated each week, shows conditions described as severe, extreme, and 

even exceptional in portions of Washington and Oregon.  These drought conditions dry out vegetation and can 

increase the potential for extreme wildfires that spread rapidly and burn with greater severity. 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

Washington Drought Map and info: https://drought.unl.edu/droughtplanning/StatePlanning.aspx?st=WA 

Oregon Drought Map and info: https://drought.unl.edu/droughtplanning/StatePlanning.aspx?st=OR 

For more information visit Drought.gov:    https://www.drought.gov/sectors/wildfire-management 

How does drought affect fire danger and fuels conditions? 

• During drought conditions, fuels for wildfire, such as grasses and trees, dry out and become more flammable.  

• Drought can increase the probability of ignition and the rate at which fire spreads.  

• Drought can be intensified by unusually warm temperatures.  

• When combined with very low precipitation and snowpack, extreme heat can lead to decreased streamflow, 
dry soils, and large-scale tree deaths.  

• These conditions create increased potential for extreme wildfires that spread rapidly, burn with more 
severity, and are more difficult to suppress.  

https://www.nps.gov/articles/understanding-fire-danger.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/understanding-fire-danger.htm
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://drought.unl.edu/droughtplanning/StatePlanning.aspx?st=WA
https://drought.unl.edu/droughtplanning/StatePlanning.aspx?st=OR
https://www.drought.gov/sectors/wildfire-management
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How do the 2021 drought conditions compare to 2020 conditions? 

Drought conditions are significantly more severe, widespread, and over longer period compared to conditions in 

2020.  Additionally, drought conditions are earlier in the season this year. Conditions on the ground currently are 

comparable to late August-early September on the Umatilla National Forest.  

  

 

 


