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Intermountain Region  
Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA)  

The Great American Outdoors Act was signed 

into law in August 2020, and will provide funding 

to the Forest Service to reduce its $5.2 billion 

deferred maintenance backlog and improve access 

and visitor experience by repairing and restoring 

roads, trails, bridges, recreation sites, and other 

facilities on national forests and grasslands. 

FY 21 projects and funding 

The Intermountain Region received $28.4 million 

to fund a total of 78 projects through out the 

region.  

Funding was received late April 2021; forests have 

been working to implement approved projects. 

Positions being filled to support GAOA 

implementation include a regional project manager, 

four engineers, landscape architect, budget 

specialist and contracting specialist.   

External Engagement and Communications 

Throughout 2021 regional leadership in 

coordination with state liaisons introduced GAOA 

and shared our regional approach and how funding 

may be used on improving existing infrastructure. 

We have worked with the states to identify shared 

principles and/or priorities regarding our recreation 

and public serving infrastructure.  

Forests are working with state and local 

government, as well as tribes in identifying and 

submitting projects for funding. Projects with 

partner and public support have shown to compete 

better for national funding.  

Forests are using resources such as web pages, 

information letters, meetings, and virtual 

engagements to communicate with stakeholders, 

partners, and the public. 

FY 22 program development 

In FY 22 the Region is anticipating $25.9 million in 

funding. Final allocations and project selections 

will be released after congressional approval (likely 

October 2021).  

 

 

 

Out year planning  

• Forests submit FY 23 project proposals for 

regional review 

• August 2021- Region project selections 

submitted for national evaluation & 

prioritization 

• Fall 2021 - FY 23 Proposed project virtual 

sensing  

• Spring 2022 – FY23 project list made public 

as part of the FY23 President’s Budget 
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Devil’s Canyon Project Completion  

The Intermountain Region is excited to announce 

the completion of the first project funded by the 

Great American Outdoors Act of 2020, addressing 

priority deferred maintenance on federal lands.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Manti-La Sal National Forest, 

Moab/Monticello Ranger District in partnership 

with San Juan County, completed a chip seal project 

on the Devil’s Canyon Campground. The chip and 

seal process involves spraying a tar mixture onto the 

roadway and then covering it with gravel. By 

improving roads and infrastructure the Forest 

Service can provide a better visitor experience.  

The aging pavement required multiple patching and 

repair over the years.  

The forest is hopeful they will receive additional 

funding in fiscal year 2022 to complete additional 

projects such as paving the interpretive trail at 

Devil’s Canyon and repairing and replacing signs.  

 

 

 


