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Wednesday, September 8 marks the one-year anniver-

sary of the start of the Riverside Fire, the growth of the 

Lionshead Fire into the Olallie Lake area, and the wind-

storm that brought down countless trees on the Zigzag 

Ranger District.  It was a historic few days. 

As we get closer to the anniversary, many of us and 

many of you are remembering the events of last year 

and the stress that came along with it.  Many of our 

forest employees were evacuated from their homes, 

our Sandy office was in evacuation Level 2, most of the 

Zigzag Ranger District and its employees were without 

power for eight days, and we weren’t certain what 

we’d find once the fire areas were safe to re-enter. 

After the smoke cleared, we found a landscape trans-

formed in many places.  The wildfires of 2020 burned 

through 112,024 acres of Forest land and damaged or 

destroyed recreation sites, roadways, office and stor-

age buildings, vehicles, and other infrastructure.  We 

knew recovery would be a long road ahead. 

Over the past 12 months, we have been busy assessing 

the damage and repair costs, performing environmen-

tal analysis, remedying unsafe conditions and hazmat, 

implementing emergency repair projects, and planning 

for the future. We have refocused most district em-

ployees’ work around fire recovery. 

The 2020 wildfires hit Mt. Hood 

hard during an already tough 

pandemic year which also 

brought visitors to the Forest in 

huge numbers.  The Mt. Hood 

staff has worked hard to take on 

these challenges and work 

through this disaster and recov-

ery period together. 

Mt. Hood National Forest 

Here’s a brief summary of some of the fire recovery work 

over the last year.  

Fire Recovery Work Summary 

Recovery Work Completed: 

• Assessment of fire damage to soil, water resources, 
wildlife, and estimated tree mortality 

• Environmental analysis required for danger tree 
abatement project on forest roads 

• Containment of hazmat materials  

• Removal & clean-up of burned vault toilets 

• Debris slide catchment 

• Hazard tree removal around Ripplebrook 

• Installation of road and recreation site warning signs 

• Installation and maintenance of closure gates for 
public safety 

• New Remote Automated Weather Station (RAWS) to 
monitor storms, fire, slides, & emergency weather 

• Ordered seedlings from Forest Service nursery for 
reforestation. Seeds were collected in the past from 
Mt. Hood and areas with similar genetic makeup. 

• Felled and cleared danger trees along FR 4220 and 
around Olallie Lake Resort to allow safe reopening of  
Olallie Lake in July. 

• Noxious week surveys and treatment (~80 acres) 

• Worked with PGE to clear hazards to power trans-
mission lines 

• Using local contractor, converted fire debris slash 
piles into biochar for future restoration projects 

• Cleared Memaloose Rd to allow installation of com-
munications equipment for local emergency services 

• 18 miles of trails cleared of downed trees 

 

Recovery Work In Progress 

• Fire suppression repair work, including building wa-
ter bars and clearing berms and dozer lines to pro-
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https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/timber/forest-service-begins-making-biochar-at-wildfire-recovery-site/article_691de1b6-34bf-11eb-b393-ab6ccecca049.html


tect new growth and lessen storm erosion 
• ODOT danger tree, rock falling, road repair, and 

guardrail replacement on State Hwy 224 

• Cultural & archeological site protection during 
danger tree work 

• Danger tree mitigation along roadways, prioritizing 
high use roads like FR 46 

• Road drainage stabilization, ditch/culvert cleaning, 
drain replacement 

• Danger tree removal in developed recreation sites 
• Recreation site restoration planning 
• Trail stabilization and repair drainage features in 

trails 
• Acquisition and installation of gates for closed, 

damaged campgrounds 
• Replacement of minor trail bridges 
• Clearing danger trees on FR 4610 and at LaDee 

Flats staging area 
• Seedlings for reforestation growing at Forest Ser-

vice nursery in Oregon for planting in 2022. 

Future Work: 

• Replacement of 12 vault toilets  

• Replacement of major trail bridges 

• Danger tree abatement along impacted forest 
roads 

• Removal of hazmat materials 

• Replacement of recreation entrance signs and oth-
er information signs 

• Repair of  campground damaged roads and paths 

• Replacement of 70 picnic tables  

• Replacement of destroyed structures 
 

Bull Complex Fire 

The Bull Complex started after a lightning storm on 

August 2 in the rugged terrain of the Bull of the Woods 

Wilderness near the southern boundary of the Forest.  

The Forest has assigned as many firefighters, helicop-

ters, and other resources as it can get towards fully 

suppressing the fire.  This season firefighting resources 

nationwide have been at full capacity since July. 

With drought conditions continuing since spring, the 

Bull Complex continues to grow slowly—primarily in 

undeveloped wilderness with low threat to humans, 

communities, or infrastructure. 

Get daily updates, fire maps, photos and more at the Bull 

Complex Inciweb page: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/

incident/7773/ 

 

Riverside Fire Photo Album 
The fire area remains closed due to hazards, but you can 

take a look at the landscape with photos taken over the 

last year at the Riverside Fire photo album:  

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmS55TjQ 

 

Riverside Fire Story Map 
Find interactive maps, photos, videos, and info about the 

Riverside Fire and the road to fire recovery that with this 

story map: https://arcg.is/1GamHS 
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More information:  

  Mt. Hood National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/mthood 

  Mt. Hood on Facebook: www.facebook.com/mthoodnf 

  Mt. Hood on Twitter: https://twitter.com/mthoodnf 

  Mt. Hood Wildfires & Closures Info:  

         www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/2020fires 
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