
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION  
Regarding Limited Recreation Opportunities on  

the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts   
 
It is never an easy decision to implement emergency forest orders that limit recreation opportunities on lands managed by the 
Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts in California right before the Labor Day weekend. For safety reasons due to extreme fire 
conditions, this decision was made to ensure the safety of the public and local communities.  
 
Is Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest open?  
 
Yes. The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest is located 
in Nevada and a small portion of eastern California. At 
this time only the lands managed by the Bridgeport and 
Carson Ranger Districts in California are restricted to 
day use only unless camping in concession-operated 
campground or staying in a resort or recreation 
residences that are located on National Forest System 
lands. 
 
Are parts of the Carson Ranger District 
closed?  
 
Yes. There are two fire area closures in place on the 
Carson Ranger District. Due to the Caldor Fire, the 
District closed all areas, campgrounds, trails, and roads 
on the Carson Ranger District from south of U.S. Route 
50 to the southern district boundary and from the 
western district boundary to the Nevada State line (See 
Map). With this area closure in place, Hope Valley, Kit 
Carson, Lookout, Silver Creek, and Wylder Hope Valley 
Campgrounds are now closed. 
 
Much of that area is already closed due to the Tamarack 
Fire, which includes Crystal Springs and Markleeville 
Campgrounds; Snowshoe Springs Day Use Area; 
Armstrong Pass, Charity Valley East, Ebbetts Pass, High 
Trail/Carson River, Horsethief, Noble Lake, Tamarack, 
Thornburg Canyon, Wet Meadows, and Wolf Creek 
Trailheads; and Mokelumne Wilderness. 
 
Why is the California part of the Bridgeport 
and Carson Ranger District not closed like 
the other national forests in California?  
 
The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest is part of the 
USDA Forest Service Intermountain Region not the 
Pacific Southwest Region that includes all National 
Forests in California. With public safety in mind, the 
Intermountain Region leadership assessed the situation  

 
and determined they were comfortable providing the 
public limited access to the Region’s 645,981 acres in 
California. The goal of the forest orders currently in 
place on the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger District is to 
decrease the potential for new fire starts at a time of 
extremely limited firefighting resources and enhance 
firefighter and community safety by limiting exposure 
that occurs in public evacuation situations. The area 
closed on the Carson Ranger District was for the safety 
of the public due to the threat from the Caldor Fire. 
 
When do these forest order expire?  
 
These forest orders will remain in effect until Sept. 17, 
2021 or until rescinded. For additional forest alerts or 
closure information, visit: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/htnf/alerts-notices. 
As a reminder, all other forests in the Pacific Southwest 
Region of California are completely closed to the public 
from Aug. 31, 2021 through Sept. 17, 2021. For more 
information, visit:  https://bit.ly/CAForestClosure. 
 
What are the fire restrictions on the 
Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts? 
 
The Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts are 
currently under Stage II Fire Restrictions. No campfires 
are allowed on these District lands in both California 
and Nevada. For more information regarding fire 
restrictions, please visit 
https://bit.ly/HTNFFireRestrictions or 
https://bit.ly/FireRestrictionsFAQs for answers to 
frequently asked questions.  
 
Can I dispersed camp on the Bridgeport 
and Carson Ranger District?  
 
Dispersed camping is the term used for camping 
anywhere in the National Forest OUTSIDE of a 
designated campground. At this time, NO dispersed 
camping is allowed on the California part of the 
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Bridgeport and Carson Ranger District, but still allowed 
in the Nevada part of the Districts.  
 
Where can I camp on the Bridgeport Ranger 
District? 
 
Camping in the California section of the Bridgeport 
Ranger District is only allowed in concession-operated 
campgrounds that requires a camping fee. They include: 
 
• First-come, First-Serve Basis Campgrounds in 

California: Bootleg, Buckeye, Chris Flat, Green 
Creek, Leavitt Meadows, and Sonora Bridge are the 
campgrounds available first come first served. 

• First-come, First-Serve Basis Campgrounds in 
Nevada: Desert Creek 

• Reservation Needed at Recration.gov: Crags, 
Honeymoon Flat, Lower Twin Lake, Paha, 
Robinson Creek South/North, and Trumbull Lake 

 
Here is a great tool to help you “Camp Like a Pro in the 
Eastern Sierra” … https://www.essrp.org/camping. 
  
Where can I camp on the Carson Ranger 
District? 
 
The only campground open on the Carson Ranger 
District is the Mt. Rose Campground located on State 
Route 431 (Mt. Rose Highway) near Reno and Incline 
Village in Nevada. All California Campgrounds are in 
the Caldor and Tamarack Fire closure areas. 
 
Are designated dispersed campgrounds 
open on the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger 
District? 
 
No. Centerville Flat and Wolf Creek Dispersed 
Campgrounds on the Carson Ranger District and 
Virginia Creek /Upper/Lower Dispersed Campground on 
the Bridgeport Ranger District are closed. 
 
Can I camp at my favorite lake or river on 
the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger District?  
 
You will only be able to camp at your favorite lake or 
river if there is a concession-operated campground 
located by it. Disperse camping is NOT allowed at this 
time on the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger District. It is 
also important to check to see if the lake or river you 
want to recreate at on the Carson Ranger District is not a 
part of the Caldor and Tamarack Fire Closure area. A 
map is located with the forest order at 
https://bit.ly/HTNFClosures_Regulations. 

I have been evacuated and staying at one of 
the Forest campgrounds. Can I stay longer 
then 14-day stay limit? 
  
The Forest is not strictly enforcing the 14-day stay limit 
for evacuees. Please work with your camp host to make 
arrangements to stay longer.  
  
What do you mean by limited recreation 
opportunities?  
 
The public can still enjoy biking, fishing, hiking, 
horseback riding, hunting, picnicking, off-highway 
vehicle riding, sightseeing, wildlife watching, etc. on the 
California part the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger 
Districts as a day use activity only. 
 
Can I recreate on the California side of Dog 
Valley on the Carson Ranger District? 
 
The part of Dog Valley that is in California is only open 
to day use only. Also, all other California National 
Forests are closed, so please stay on the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest. Refer to a map to ensure you 
are in Nevada if you plan to dispersed camp.  
 
How do I get a refund on my overnight 
Hoover Wilderness permit? 
 
Hoover wilderness permits have been cancelled and a 
refund should be automatically generated. If this does 
not happen, please visit Recreation.gov to request one or 
call 877-444-6777 for customer service support. 
 
Are National Parks closed? 
 
Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings Canyon, and Death Valley 
National Parks remain open. The Devils Post-pile 
National Monument is closed.  
 
Are Bureau of Land Management Lands 
closed?  
 
Bureau of Land Management lands are currently open, 
including their campgrounds, with fire restrictions.  
 
How can I find out what the Air Quality is? 
 
With wildfires burning across the West, your area may 
be affected by smoke. AirNow’s Fire and Smoke Map 
details air quality, as well as fires, across the U.S. Input  
our location to learn more about air quality in your area: 
https://fire.airnow.gov/. 
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