
 

 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service 

 
 

Pinedale Ranger District  
“Blowdown Event” 

 
 
On Monday September 7th, 2020 an atypical, higher than normal wind event moved through the 
Bridger Wilderness/Wind River Range, and surrounding area. The wind event pushed down, and or 
weakened a large amount of timber, particularly across roads, trails, and fences. This would become to 
be known locally as the “Blowdown Event”. The timber blocked access to miles of roads and trails 
across the Pinedale Ranger District, and crews are still out clearing the blowdown.  
 
After the wind event the Forest Service conducted a survey utilizing satellite imagery to better map 
where the blow down was most severe. While this information was cursory in nature being that it is 
not an explicit use of this technology, it did give ground crews the insight to pinpoint areas of greater 
impact. Thus, in the fall of 2020 crews were able to clear 18% of what we believe to be the total 
accumulation of blowdown. We will continue to use this mapping effort to guide us to areas of high 
severity.  
 
Crews have begun the 2021 season with road trail clearing to restore public access to roads and trails 
as they melt out and become accessible. Priority is given to main line trail systems. After those are 
complete spur trails will become the priority. It is expected that there will be additional trees across 
the trails from typical winter winds and snow loading. 
 
Please be extra cautious while visiting your public lands. Many trees may have been weakened but 
remain standing. Additionally, have a secondary plan if you find the trail to be blocked and impassable, 
as it is easy to become lost or disoriented after leaving a marked trail in heavily timbered areas.  
 
For further information about this wind event, and the actions currently underway contact Jay 
Sammer, Wilderness and Recreation Program Manager at jason.sammer@usda.  
 

 

 

 

mailto:jason.sammer@usda

