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Overview 
With increased containment and reduced fire activity on the Forest, Umatilla National Forest officials will reopen 
National Forest lands on Wednesday, Oct. 6, leaving five roads closed to public access on the Pomeroy Ranger District. 
All closures associated with the Elbow Creek Fire on the Walla Walla Ranger District have been lifted. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 

Why are portions of the Umatilla National Forest closed? 

The remaining closures are in effect to protect public and firefighter safety. Hazards along the closed 
roads include burned or dead trees, erosion, unstable road or trail surfaces, uncontained fireline and 
ongoing suppression operations (such as the presence of firefighting resources or large equipment). 
Public entry is prohibited on the roads as identified in the closure and described below. Public entry 
is prohibited in the areas identified in the closure, which includes lands, roads, trails and recreational 
facilities. 

Forest Officials will review Area Closure needs as fire activity diminishes to an acceptable level or until the fire 
area receives a season ending weather event. We understand hunter interest in this area, and we are 
empathetic that the closure impacts hunting season. 

Additional information on the Lick Creek, Green Ridge, and Elbow Creek Fires is available at: 
 

• Lick Creek Fires: 100% contained https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/ 
• Green Ridge Fire: 61% contained https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/ 
• Elbow Creek Fire: 100% contained https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/ 

 

How do I know if a road is open or closed? 

Public entry is prohibited on the roads as identified in the closure and described below. 

• Forest Service Roads (FSR) 4712 and 4713: all vehicles greater than 50-inches in width are prohibited 
from traveling on any part of FSR 4712 and on FSR 4713 from Panjab Campground to the end of the 
road. (total of 4.3 miles on FSR 4712 and 3.3 miles on FSR 4713) 

• All vehicles are prohibited from traveling on portions of or all the following roads: 
o FSR 44 (3.9 miles) 
o FSR 41 (5.6 miles) 
o FSR 4206 (6.7 miles) 

All roads associated with the road closure will be signed. Additionally, barricades or road guards will be put in 
place where appropriate. 

 
All roads that are county, state, or interstate remain open. 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/
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It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 
and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 
CFR § 261.53(e) 

 
Are paved roads open? 
All roads associated with the road closure will be signed. Additionally, barricades or road guards will be put in place 
where appropriate. 
 

All roads that are county, state, or interstate remain open. 
 

It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 
and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 
CFR § 261.53(e) 

 
If there is not a road closed sign at the entrance of a Forest Service road within the closure area, does this mean it’s 
open for travel? 

No. The Umatilla National Forest is in the process of signing portal roads into portions of the Forest that are 
closed, but they may not all be signed right away. We ask forest visitors to respect the closure for public safety. 

 
It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail which is closed for the protection of public health 
and safety, except: All State and County Roads or Highways that travel through the Umatilla National Forest. 36 
CFR § 261.53(e) 

 
What campgrounds are currently closed? 

All campgrounds are currently open.  * The Ladybug and upper Panjab Campgrounds have limited 
access. These campgrounds are only accessible via OHV’s that are 50” or less and no-motorized access 
such as by foot, horseback, etc. 

In addition, the Umatilla Forks Campground remains closed due to flood damage. 

See closure map 

 
Are campfires allowed? 

Yes, in areas cleared of flammable material in a 10’ diameter. 

Fire danger on the Umatilla National Forest is moderate. For areas that are open to the public, Phase A 
Public Use Restrictions are in effect. Under these restrictions: 

• Chainsaws may be operated only between the hours of 8 p.m. and 1 p.m. local time. A one-hour fire 
watch is required after saw operations cease. Saw operators are required to have an axe (minimum 
2 lb. head, 26” length), shovel (8” wide, 26” length), and fire extinguisher (minimum ABC 8 oz.) in 
their possession. **Chainsaw operation associated with commercial and personal use firewood 
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permits are regulated under the conditions of the permit and are not impacted by this public use 
restriction. 

• Smoking is allowed only in enclosed vehicles, buildings or cleared areas. 
• No off-road/off-trail vehicle travel or travel on roads not cleared of standing grass or other 

flammable material; no vehicle travel on those Forest Service roads where access has been impeded 
or blocked by earthen berm, logs, boulders, barrier, barricade or gate, or as otherwise identified in 
the Fire Order. 

• No off-road/off-trail vehicle travel or travel on roads not cleared of standing grass or other 
flammable material. Vehicle travel is never permitted on currently closed forest service roads where 
access has been impeded or blocked by earthen berms, logs, boulders, barriers, barricades or gates, 
or as otherwise identified in a closure order.  

• Smoking is allowed only in enclosed vehicles and buildings, developed recreation sites, or in cleared 
areas.  

For more information regarding Restrictions, please contact the Information Hotline at (877) 958-9663. 

Can I still rent a recreation cabin? 
Cabins on the Forest are available to rent via recreation.gov. 

 
Can I still hike on trails? 

Most trails are open so please visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/umatilla/recreation for trails 
information. As a reminder, some trails remain closed due to the 2020 flood event. 
 
*The Tucannon trail bridge is closed but the trail remains open. 

 
When will the road closure be lifted? 

This is a temporary closure, and the Forest will continually assess conditions and lift the closure once hazards 
associated with the fire have been mitigated. 

 
I have a special use permit on the Umatilla National Forest. Does it authorize me to access the National Forest? 

Yes, in areas of the Forest not affected by the Road Closure. 
 

For areas associated with the Road Closure - No. It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail 
which is closed for the protection of public health and safety. This is a temporary closure, and the Forest will 
continually assess conditions and lift the closure once the roadway hazards have been mitigated. However, 
waivers may be authorized, depending on the circumstance. Please contact the local District Ranger to discuss 
options. 

 
I have a recreation residence on the Umatilla National Forest. Am I allowed to access my residence and/or remain 
overnight? 

Yes, in areas of the Forest not affected by the Road Closure. 
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/umatilla/recreation
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For areas associated with the Road Closure - No. It is prohibited to go into or be upon any area, road, or trail 
which is closed for the protection of public health and safety. This is a temporary closure, and the Forest will 
continually assess conditions and lift the closure once the roadway hazards have been mitigated. However, 
waivers may be authorized, depending on the circumstance. Please contact the local District Ranger to discuss 
options. 

 
How many large fires are on the Umatilla National Forest and what size are they? When will they be contained? 

Additional information on the Lick Creek, Green Ridge, and Elbow Creek Fires is available at: 
 

• Lick Creek Fires: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/ 
• Green Ridge Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/ 
• Elbow Creek Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7615/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7628/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7672/
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